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Shade Tree A's Model A Club 
 4424 Reynolds Street  

Hephzibah, GA 30815-7909  

The Shade Tree A’s is a non-profit organization 
with chapter affiliations with MAFCA and MARC 

The organization is dedicated to the preservation and the restoration of the 
Model A Ford automobile and supports membership in the national 

organizations dedicated to the same purpose. 
 

Your Shade Tree A’s membership includes annual dues ($40) for the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA) and a 
subscription to The Restorer  Magazine from MAFCA, 250 South Cypress St., LaHabra, CA  90631 

 
Members are also urged to join the Model “A” Restorers Club (MARC).  Dues are $38 yearly and include a subscription 

to the Model “A” News .  MARC, 6721 Merriman Road, Garden City, MI  48135 
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SEPTEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
 

The Shade Tree A’s will meet Monday September 8 th 
in Richard Dunevent’s garage. The meeting begins at 
7 o’clock.  
 
Was the Ford Motor Company interested in 
fuel economy of the Model A? You bet! Now 
that we have had our own fuel economy run, 
see how Ford determined the miles per 
gallon of Model A owners, and what you may 
do to improve your gas mileage. 
 
Note: This issue has many fuel-related 
features—from George Shumate’s service station on 
the cover to the results of the Fuel Economy Run 
(page 5); then on to Ken Nelson’s Technical Corner: 
Ethanol and Gas Caps on page 10.  Enjoy! 

DUES NOTICE 
 

You will be receiving your MAFCA dues notice and 
election ballots in the September issue of the Restorer 
magazine.  As your MAFCA dues are included in your 
STA dues of $65.00, it’s a ‘snap’ to take care of both 
at the same time!    “One check; that’s all”, says 
Treasurer Richard Dunevent.—make out that check 

for $65, complete the dues card (found in the 
Restorer), and get them both to Richard no later than 
December 1.  You may also mail your dues to:  
Richard Dunevent, 4338 Owens Rd., Evans, GA  
30809-9678. 
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 The Monthly Meeting of the STAs was held August 7, 
2008, at Sconyers Bar-b-que at 7:00 p.m. Of the 56 
present, there were four visitors: Jerry and Peggy Peters, 
and Frank and Linda Lindley.  Tina Neitzke was also in 
attendance.  Those members celebrating birthdays for the 
month of August were also recognized.   
 
President, Craig McMullin announced there would be no 
business meeting; however, he did remind members of 
upcoming events, including August 16th which is the club’s 
15th Technical Seminar.  Also, it was announced that the 
club would be heading to Charleston, SC, October 24th – 
26th to visit with the Charleston Club and tour the Tea 
Plantation.  (Please see other activities listed in the 
newsletter.) 
 
Thanks were expressed to Sheila McPherson for once 
again organizing the dinner meeting.  The meeting was 
adjourned. 
   Respectfully submitted, 
   ���������	�
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T echnical Seminars - Well, as I write this month’s 
column, we have just held our 15th Technical Seminar.  

I was once again impressed with this ever- popular event 
not only with the number of participants but the 
enthusiasm and camaraderie that permeates inside and 
outside the garage area.  It is heartwarming to see talent 
and technical expertise come together to trouble-shoot 
problems and remedy fixes that plague some of these 80-
year-old vehicles.  In addition, this event is just another 
opportunity for some of our newer members to learn more 
about the workings of the Model A and to get better 
acquainted with others in the club outside of our monthly 
meeting format. 

Surprising to 
some, our two 
h o n o r a r y 
m e m b e r s 
Michael Gordon 
( 1 3 )  a n d 
Houston Barbee 
(10) arrived early 
ready to pitch in.  
Both of their 
granddads were 
there, of course, 

but by the end of the day the two boys had more dirt and 
sweat on them then granddad George and Pascal 
respectively!  Michael and Houston seem to be finding a 
niche of their own when it comes to auto mechanics.  First, 
they are eager to 
learn and not 
afraid to get dirty 
and interact with 
t h e  a d u l t s .  
Secondly, they 
are limber and 
their smaller 
h a n d s  a n d 
fingers are able 
to get into tight 
places under the 
supervision of us old guys.  It is a win-win situation and it 
was a pleasure to have them both present and to see the 
sense of accomplishment on their faces after a job well 
done. 
 

These two young men are the future of the Shade Tree 
A’s and it is with great pleasure that we see them take 
such an active interest in this, our 35th year as a club. 
 
    Have a safe trip, 
� � � � ���������������������
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Original Art by 
George Shumate 

 
George Shumate, our 
artist friend from 

Roanoke, VA who graciously gave us permission to use  
“Family Tradition” (December, 2007) now shares 
“Almost Home” with us.  Thanks, George! 
 
George says:  ‘When I was a boy, my granddaddy had 
a Model A, and we would go driving on back roads. 
Sometimes we would have to ask directions.  A lot of 
service station owners would bring their pets to work 
and I always enjoyed seeing the animals.’ 
 
Note the Model A at the corner of the garage—it’s in for 
repairs!  
 
Visit George’s website at www.georgeshumate.com to 
see his extensive print collection. 

had been disabled the same way.  
The whistle blew and the team went 
to the car to fix and repair ASAP.  The 
cut off time was 10 minutes; only 1 
team did that.  The winning team got 
the car started in 3 minutes and 50 
seconds. What fun to watch and I am 
sure frustrating to fix, but James and I 
think it would be a fun thing for us to 
do at one of our STA events. So what 
do you think? 
 
On Thursday we went to Harry and 
David’s headquarter store and that 
was a treat.  That afternoon we went 
on one of the best trips we have ever 
been on.  It was a jet boat trip to 
Hellgate Canyon, a 4 hour trip with a 
wonderful country banquet at a 
beautiful lodge. We even had Oregon 
Marionberry Cobbler.  We got soaked 
which was all part of it, saw beautiful 
country, wildlife, and enjoyed great 
company of fellow Model A owners. 

On Friday we drove across Grants 
Pass in OR down OR199 to US 101 
in CA—what a wonderful experience!  
Mountains, the Redwood forest, 
ocean, cliffs, wine country and lots of 
smoke from the wildfires were a part 
of this journey.  Then we went across 

the Golden Gate Bridge to cold San 
Francisco at a whopping 55 degrees.  
We stayed at Fisherman’s Wharf 
where it was $46.39 to park your car 
for one night at the Holiday Inn.  After 
a trip through wonderful Chinatown it 
was back to the airport to come 
home.   

Northwest 
Regional 

Meet 
Medford, OR 

by Anne  
Neely-Beck 

 
James and I were lucky to attend the 
NWRM again.  This year it was held 
in Medford, OR, home of Harry and 
David.  I got to judge fashions and 
give a short speech and James went 
to a Mitchell Overdrive seminar and 
looked at cars. 
 
One of the highlights of the meet was 
a game called “Gentlemen, Start Your 
Engine” which was organized by 
Gene Thompson of the Volcano A’s.  

There were teams of four assembled 
and there were two Model A’s that 
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    On July 26th we held our Fuel 
Economy Run to see how well our 
vehicles were performing.  Nine cars 
participated in the run.  We met at the 
Sunrise Grill in Martinez at 8:00 am 
and filled ourselves up first to make 
this run.  We all topped off our tanks 
and recorded our starting mileage.  
We then proceeded up the South 
Carolina side to the Army Corps of 
Engineers Visitor Center for Clarks 
Hill Lake.  While enroute we slowly 
passed a log cabin house being 
moved from South Carolina over to 
Appling, Ga.  Every low-hanging 
power line that crossed the highway 
had to be raised by pole so the house 
could slowly inch its way underneath 
them.   
     We stopped at the Visitor Center 
for a pit stop and to view the displays.  
Just below the Visitor Center were 
some divers practicing their diving 
skills. The Army Corp of Engineers 
has a Cessna plane sunk in about 30 
feet of water just offshore for the 
public and rescue divers to practice 
on.  It was a remarkable view of the 
lake from the overlook at the Visitor 
Center.  While we were there the log 
cabin that was being moved caught 
up with us and proceeded to cross 
the dam.  We were told that the 
movers only had about 10 inches of 
clearance as they slowly proceeded 
across the dam.  That was a site to 
see—a house on top of the dam. 
     When we left the Visitor Center 
we took Highway 150 towards 
Thomson, Ga.  Since it was getting 
close to lunch time we stopped at 
Ivery’s restaurant in Thomson and 
had a terrific buffet lunch.  From 
Thomson we headed back to 
Augusta for the final leg of our run. 
We stopped at the Pilot gas station 
across from the Cracker Barrel to 
refuel, check our mileage, and 
compute our fuel economy.  Eric 
Shogren had the best economy with 
24 mpg and Don Gordon had the 

worst with only 12 mpg.  Craig 
McMullin awarded each a homemade 
wheel chock that had a plaque 
attached stating 2008 Fuel Economy 
Run Award.  Having a full tank of 
gas, Jim Mason discovered he had a 
gas leak around his gauge and had 
gas running down his dash.  This 
gave him the fine smell of fuel fumes 
throughout the car for his ride.  He 

was awarded a wheel 
chock for having the 
Worst Time on the Run.  It was a 
great time to get the cars out on the 
road.  There are some that will need 
a little carburetor work before the 
Christmas parades start this winter.  
Bring those cars to the next technical 
seminar to be worked on! 
 

 THE FUEL ECONOMY RUN 
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MODEL A HILL CLIMB 
MORGANTON, 

NC  
September 
 4-5, 2008 

 
The Hill Climb is part of the 
Historical Morganton Festival, and 
will be held on N King St Friday, 
September 5.   There will be 
classes for all Model A and T 
Fords.  Practice runs begin at 9 
am with official runs beginning at 
1 pm. For more information, visit 
t h i s  we b s i t e :    h t t p : / /
v i c k y m a n . t r i p o d . c o m /
morganton.html  STA Tour 
Director Eric Shogren has planned 
“jumping off” from downtown 
Aiken (corner of Laurens & 
Richland Ave) at 9 am on 
Thursday, September 4, with 
others expected to join  the group 
in Saluda and/or Newberry.  Eric’s 
phone is 803/215-3276. 

 
 

PALMETTO 
A’s  

COLUMBIA, SC  
September 26-27,  2008 

 
The Palmetto A’s will hold its 2nd 
Annual ALL Model A and Model T 
Swap Meet Friday and Saturday, 
September 26 and 27 from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Smith & Jones 
Antique Auto Parts, 1 Biloxi 
Square, West Columbia, SC.  
Parts vendors, a Car Corral, a 
Model A and T Display area and 
food concessions will be available.  
There’s a $2 admission fee. 

OLIVER HARDY PARADE 
HARLEM, GA 
October 4, 2008 

 
"Here's another fine mess you've 
gotten yourself into!" Oliver Hardy 
would have most likely said about 
this Festival honoring him.  The 
STAs will participate in the 20th 
annual Oliver Hardy Festival 
parade in the town in which he 
was born (Harlem, GA) on 
Saturday, October 4.   We will 
leave from the Cracker Barrel 
Restaurant at 8:30 and tour to 
Harlem for the parade at 10.  
Enjoy the many activities after the 
parade! For more information:  
w w w . h a r l e m g a . o r g /
ohexhibitor.htm 
 

 
AACA MEET 

AND 
FLEA MARKET 
 HERSHEY, PA 
 October 8-11, 2008 
           

 
The Antique Automobile Club of 
America’s 2008 Eastern Division 
National Meet will be hosted by the 
Hershey, PA region October 8-11 .  
I f  you  v i s i t  t he  webs i te 
l o c a l . a a c a . o r g /
hershey/2008brochure.pdf  and look 
over the many offerings, you’ll know 
why STA members make the trek 
each year—there are 9,000 vendor 
spots at the Flea Market. 

 

STEAK 
COOKOUT 
October 18, 

2008 
 

Our Annual Steak Cookout will be 
held Saturday, October 18  at the 
home of Glenn Boswell, 3634 
Devaney Lane, Martinez.  Arrive 
anytime after 1 pm—and drive 
your Model A for all to see!  Be 
sure to bring your chair, a platter 
and eating utensils.  We’ll have 
more information in October’s 
newsletter.   

 
CHARLESTON, SC 
October 24-26, 2008 

 
Plans are underway for a trip to 
Charleston in 
late October.  
We’ll spend 
two nights, 
meet with the 
Low Country 
A’s, and visit the Tea Plantation.  
More information will be given in 
October’s newsletter, but reserve 
these dates!! 

 
 

RIDGELAND 
CREEK 

FARM DAYS 
SALUDA, SC  

  November 1,  2008              
 

Read more about this upcoming 
event in future issues of the 
newsletter. 

more 
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(continued) 
 

TOUR TO  
 WARM SPRINGS, GA 
with the Atlanta Region of the 

Horseless Carriage  
Club of America 

November 21-23, 2008 
 

The Atlanta Region of the 
Horseless Carriage Club of 
America is planning to tour from 
Fayetteville, GA to Warm Springs, 
GA November 21-23  and they’ve 
invited any interested members of 
the STA’s to join them.  They will 
be attending the 25th Annual 
Candlelight Tour Festival in Warm 
Springs Village.   

(You’ll find extensive information  
in August’s newsletter.) 

 
 

HOLIDAY 
PARADES! 

 
 

INDEPENDENCE of the SEAS 
8-night Caribbean Cruise 

 

Saturday,  January 10, 2009 
through   

Sunday,  January 18, 2009 
(You’ll find extensive information  

in August’s newsletter.) 
 

1931 Tudor, Lombard blue, mid 
90’s frame on restoration, less than 
7k miles on new brakes, 5k miles 
on engine rebuild.  Some spare 
parts and accessories.  Ready 

when you are!  $16,000. 
 

 Tony Gazette, 706/449-1181  
E-mail:  tcgazette1@live.com 

passed Hillary’s 
motorcade and 
in Mitchell, SC 
we visited the 
Corn Palace 
and Cabela’s! 

 
There were three ’real’ cowboys 
‘herding’ Black Angus cattle right 
down the road as we drove through 
miles and miles of rolling farmland 
on our way to Kearney, NE where 
we saw the damage from the previ-
ous day’s three tornadoes. 
 
Harold Warp’s Pioneer Village is in 
Minden, about 20 miles 
S of Kearney.  To 
quote my father, they 
‘had more stuff there 
than you can shake a 
stick at.”  Metal stands 
containing the label 
copy for the cars were 
screwed right into their 
fenders! 
 
A rainbow greeted us as we visited 
the Lewis & Clark Museum near 
Nebraska City.  We learned the 
dead animal pickup on the roads 
this summer won’t be as frequent 
due to increased fuel costs.  (We 
find these utterly useless (?) ‘nifty 
tidbits’ interesting! ) 

 

In the July issue, we shared some 
of our trip—here’s ‘the rest of the 
story’! 
 
After leaving the Gilmore, we 
moved on to the 
Henry Ford Museum 
a n d  G r e e n f i e l d 
Village in Dearborn, 
MI.  Fascinating place—it was Civil 
War reenactors day.  We headed 
north, crossed the “Mighty Mac” 
bridge into northern Michigan and 
drove through Iron Mountain and 
Kingsford—Ford history abounded.   
 
In Phillips, WI we visited Fred 
Smith’s    concrete park, full of un-

usual sculptures; then it was on to 
Alexandria, MN, where we visited 
Janice Shogren, Eric’s mom.  There 
we ‘dined’ at the Muddy Boot!   
 
On I-94 west we saw signs “Elk for 
Sale” and  “Buffalo For Sale”  The 
road was nearly deserted.  In 
Bismarck, ND, we ate at the only 
Cracker Barrel in the state,  then we 
visited Fort Abraham Lincoln and 
On-A-Slant Indian Village with 
costumed interpreters.   
 
The next day it was ring-necked 
pheasant territory; in Huron, SC we 

Snack time at Tech Seminar 15! 
Houston Barbee, Theresa McMullin, 

Katie (age 2) and her grandfather 
Jerome Trapp enjoy a break. 

Your 
Editors, 
Pat and 
Tom 
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Street or Afternoon Dress 

 
The dress to the left has tiny tucks to shape the neckline and to give the 
skirt its graceful fullness.  The bishop sleeves were sometimes omitted 
making it a sleeveless dress. The semi-formal dress on the right has 
double capelets which gives it a more feminine look.   
  
 
 
 
(Simplicity  #1938) 

 

 
 

Evening Wrap or House Coat 
 

The red evening wrap is made with sweeping fullness.  The blue 
housecoat is made with short sleeves.  The back of each skirt is flared 
and finished at the waistline with a ribbon bow. 
 
 
 
 
(Simplicity  #3250) 

 

The Wall Street Crash of October 24, 1929 and the following Depression influenced the 
fashion of the 1930s. Sears Catalogue was noted as stating that thrift was the spirit of the day and 
reckless spending was a thing of the past. Women began to sew more. Simplicity patterns became 
very popular and the styles began to change greatly. 
 
The flapper look of the twenties was replaced by a softer, more feminine style. Hemlines dropped 
to the ankle and stayed there until the end of the thirties. Notable features of the decade included 
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“The good old days” 

STA Members Ken and Linda Nelson 
are also members of the Palmetto 
A’s.  Thanks, Ken, for sharing your 
Technical Corner articles with us. 

 

In the last several months two of our 
members have experienced the 
results of either bad gas or  the E-10 
conditions.  E-10 has been in other 
parts of the country for years and has 
just shown up on our door steps in 
the Midlands of South Carolina. 

Never has fuel been a bigger 
problem. The villain is E-10, the 
ethanol-gasoline mix that is now 
standard issue at most fuel pumps as 
the government seeks to decrease 
air pollution and reduce America’s 
reliance on imported petroleum. 

E10 means 10 percent ethanol, 
which is basically corn alcohol. The 
mix seems to work fine in modern 
cars, which burn through a tank in a 
hurry. But it poses problems in 
Model A’s  which sit a lot . 

Why?  As E10 sits, the ethanol and 
gasoline start to separate. Ethanol 
goes to the bottom of the tank. If 
there’s water there, or if water vapor 
exists, the ethanol absorbs it. Before 
long, you’ve got a clump of watery 
ethanol at the bottom of the tank. 
When you crank up the motor, the 
crud is sucked into the carburetor 
and plugs things up. The next thing 
you know is your Model A isn’t 
running very good. 

That’s not all. Ethanol is a solvent, so 
when it gets into older fuel systems it 
can clean out the gunk and varnish 
that’s accumulated over the years 
and send it upstream to clog tiny 
carburetor jets. It also breaks down 
rubber gaskets. 

This one’s for real. So what to do? 

The two most popular stabilizers are 
StarTron  and Sta-Bil  (Marine 
Formula), both of which  help keep 
ethanol from separating, and as a 
result keep water that gets absorbed 
in the fuel from accumulating in 

troublesome concentrations at the 
bottom of the tank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But you must put the stabilizer in 
when you fuel up.  It doesn’t do any 
good to do it afterwards.  Stabilize 
the fuel in the recommended amount 
and leave the tank 95% full of fresh 
gas. 

I bought a 32 oz bottle of Sta-Bil  
“Marine Formula – Ethanol 
Treatment” (which treats 320 
gallons) at Wal-Mart in the boating 
section and add it on every fill up.  
The nice thing about Sta-Bil is that it 
has that neat dispensing bottle that 
the StarTron does not. 

FOREWARNED IS FOREARMED!!!  

 

StarTron 
Sta-Bil 

 

Have you experienced problems with 
your Model A “just quitting”?  Did you 
isolate the problem to a poorly vented 
gas cap?   
 
When was the last time you took the 
gas cap off and looked at the 
alignment of the vent hole?  You may 
be running on borrowed time as far 
as your gas cap creating a vacuum 
lock. 

  YEP, 
 THE INFAMOUS GAS CAP! 

When the cap was new the rivet in 
the middle did a great job of holding 
the locking bracket, red washer and 
the large brass flat washer in place 
so the vent holes were lined up. Each 
time you take the cap off and put it 
back on you could be moving the red  
gasket out of alignment ever so 
slightly.  
 
Before the “vacuum problem” hits you 
on the way to your favorite outing you 
may want to consider making a slight 
modification as I did to the above 
cap. 
 
Drill out the existing vent hole using a 
#36 drill (29/32) and tap the hole 
using a 6-32 tap.  If you don’t have a 
#36 or 29/32 drill bit you can get 
away with using a 7/64 as long as 
you’re using a drill press.  With a drill 
press you are in control of the drilling 
pressure and you can “feel” when 
you go through the large brass 
washer which is 1/8” from the outside 
cap.  Go too far and you have a vent 
hole to the outside, so be careful 
while drilling and taping.  Then, use a  
6-32 x 3/8 machine screw to secure 
the three parts together.  Now drill a 
new hole on the opposite side of the 
cap for the new vent hole.   
 
That’s one problem you can forget 
about!  
 

BAD GAS OR E-10? 
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803-441-0097 Susanmeloan@comcast.net 
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A RED entry denotes a change or an addition to the calendar. 

����

  Kelly Frontroth  
1—Sam Mason  
4—Rose Tankersley  
4—Susan Ready  
5—Kym McDaniel 
8—Houston Barbee 
13—Larry Komp 
 
 
 

 

15—John McDaniel 
22—James Gay 
26—Ed Garvin 
28—Ernie Dinkins 
30—Jim Brown  

��&'(�'/'�����0�1��'('����&'(�'/'�����0�1��'('����&'(�'/'�����0�1��'('����&'(�'/'�����0�1��'('��� ���
(Non-club events but members are encouraged to parti cipate ) 

 
September 
4-7 Charlotte AutoFair Fall Meet, NC 
18-20 AACA National Meet, Cleveland, TN 
26-27 Columbia Swap Meet, Columbia, SC 
 
October 
8-11 Hershey Swap Meet, Hershey, PA 
 
November 
14-15 City of Hoschton, GA—Antique Tractor Event 
21-22 Swap Meet, Moultrie, GA 
 
2009 
January 
10-18 8-night Caribbean Cruise—Theresa McMullin, 
 803/637-3790.   
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Highlighted name coordinates what the group brings 
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Nelson, Adams, Mason, Neal 
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Trapp, McMullin, Horner, Leach  
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       Turley , Jones, W. Smith, Boswell 

SEPTEMBER 
4-7 Hill Climb, Morganton, NC 
8  STA Meeting 
15  Board of Directors Meeting 
 
OCTOBER 
4  Oliver Hardy Parade, Harlem, GA 
13  STA Meeting 
18  Steak Cookout 
24-26 Charleston Tour w/visit to Tea Plantation 
 
NOVEMBER 
1  Ridgeland Creek Farm Days, Saluda, SC 
3  Board of Directors Meeting 
10  STA Meeting 
21-23  HCCA Tour to Warm Springs, GA (Leaving from 
 Fayetteville, GA)   
29 Gibson, GA Parade 
 
DECEMBER 
9  STA Lights Tour 
16 STA Christmas Party—Old McDonald’s 
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WELCOME TO OUR 
NEWEST MEMBER! 

 
Rachel d’Entremont 

1111 Hayne Avenue SW 
Aiken, SC  29801 
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