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April Dinner Meeting  
 

The April dinner meeting will be held 
on Monday, April 13 at the Mann 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 
located at the corner of Milledgeville 
and Kissingbower Roads in Augusta. 
We will be having a baked spaghetti 
dinner with a 
salad, choice of 
two dressings, 
garlic bread, 
peach cobbler 
with ice cream, 
and tea at a cost 
of $12 per 
person. Prepaid reservations are 
required--we will eat at 7 o'clock 
sharp. If you plan to attend, you may 
call Sheila McPherson  (706-592-
4835 or 706-399-6705) to make your 
reservations. We want to be sure 
that we have an accurate count for 
our caterer.  A  map is below if youôd 
like directions!  See you there! 

 

    Thereôs something in 
this issue for everyoneð

it was a challenge to fit it all 
in!  From minutes to movies, 

tidbits to tours, shared articles to 
sponsorsðtheyôre all here!  Weôre 
happy to be your editorsðkeep 
those items coming in.  Weôll find 
room somewhereðeventually!! 
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Thoughts from the President... 

Thanks to all the Model Aôers in the Carolinaôs and 
Georgia that participated in the Richmond Hill Tour.  
Without your involvement, the tour would not have been a 
success.  We just didnôt know during the planning stages 
that so many people would be interested in the tour 
although we did have high expectations and even they 
were exceeded.  In hindsight, I believe the large turnout 
was one reason for all the success stories.  Like Danny 
Norman said, ñitôs the people that make the difference and 
is the reason he collects so much stuffò.  I trust after the 
few weeks that have past since we all arrived back home, 
that you have had time to reflect on the good times and 
have decided to attend next yearôs Hill Tour ï 2. 
 
The first weekend in March seems to work although we 
dodged a bullet as far as the weather.  The weekend 
before and the weekend after consisted of either rain, 
snow or high winds and at times all three.  Of course the 
weather at Richmond Hill during our tour could not have 
been better, ñperfectò.  However, there are no weather 
guarantees on future tours should you decide to join us 
next yearðyouôd have to pay extra for that!. 
 
We are already tossing a few ideas around in an attempt 
to make it interesting and to ensure that everyone has a 
good time.  Hope you can save the weekend date on your 
calendar for next year and happy touring. 
 
Have a safe trip, 
Craig 

The March Monthly Meeting of the STAs was held March 
9, 2009, at member Richard Duneventôs garage at 7:00 
p.m.  The meeting was called to order by President, Craig 
McMullin.  The attendance sheet was passed around and 
showed 33 members present.  Visitors included Josh 
Person.  Member illnesses included Christine Gordon 
who remains under doctorôs care.  Please remember 
Christine and the Gordon family in your thoughts and 
prayers, as well as Linda Krosting and Bobby Jones as 
they continue to improve. 
 
The Treasurerôs Report was given by Treasurer, Richard 
Dunevent and the February Meeting Minutes as published 
in the March Newsletter were approved. 
 
For Show-n-Tell, Ed Garvin provided a mystery root he 
dug up in his garden.  There were numerous guesses as 
to the kind of root and it was passed around. 
 
The National Director, Tom Roberts reported that the 
panoramic Pancake Breakfast picture had been sent to 
the Restorer Magazine and hopefully we will see that 

published soon. 
 
Under Old Business: 

¶ The Pancake Breakfast was once again a huge 
success.  There were 20 cars and 64 people that 
attended.  Jack and Carrie Horner once again went 
beyond the call of duty and out-did themselves.  Thanks 
to the Hornerôs! 

¶ The Richmond Hill Tour was also a huge success.  
President McMullin reviewed the activities, which included 
the Mayor of Richmond Hill presenting President McMullin 
with a key to the city during Doug Skinnerôs Friday 
afternoon tour of Historic Richmond Hill.  A big thank you 
to Doug (Low Country Aôs) for hosting the tour and really 
doing an OUTSTANDING job!  The Tour consisted of 8 
clubs (3 North Carolina clubs, 3 South Carolina clubs, 1 
Georgia club, and 1 GaSCar club) and 160 people.  There 
were 48 Model As and approximately 15 GaSCar cars. 
A reminder was given by President McMullin for everyone 
wanting to participate in the Mileage Award Program to 
get their information to Ken Nelson. 
 
Under New Business: 

¶ Tour Director, Jim McPherson, reminded everyone of 
the St. Patrickôs Day parade on Tuesday, March 17th ï 
line-up is at the Civic Center at 1:00 p.m. 

¶ Jim also reminded everyone of March 21st and the 
Palmetto Aôs Picnic-n-the-Park.  We will leave Sunrise 
Grill in North Augusta at 8:30 a.m.  Bring a dish, drinks, 
and chairs. 
Also, members were reminded that the Technical 
Seminar #17 is March 28th and the April Dinner Meeting is 
April 13th at Mann Memorial United Methodist Church. 
 
Theresa McMullin, speaking for the Shady A Ladies, 
described to the membership the skit for the Social 
Security Run in May.  A plea for volunteers was entered 
 
With no further business, the program (Distributors) was 
presented by Vice President Jim McPherson, and the 
business meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Theresa McMullin, Secretary 

 

STA Board of Directorôs Meeting  
March 16, 2009 

 
The Shade Tree Aôs Board of Directorôs met on March 16, 
2009, in member Richard Duneventôs garage.  All board 
members were present. 
 
President Craig McMullin called the meeting to order.   

o   Discussions began with a critique of the Richmond Hill 
Tour.  Behind-the-scenes details were discussed and 
options for improvement were presented for next yearôs 
tour.  All items were tabled for further contemplation and 
later discussion.   

o   The April Dinner Meeting headcount was discussed ï 
the caterer will need a final number week before dinner. 
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® Christine Gordon has been 

moved to Augusta Hills, on the 
front of the Bon Air property, at 
the corner of Hickman and 
Cummingðenter off Cumming. 
She is in room 214, and visiting 
hours are from 8 am to 8 pm.  
Ask for Christine Lindler. 

® Letôs remember Tony Gazetteð  

both his brother and sister have 
health concerns. 

 

                                   

One complete 
Model A 
motor.  
Bored .070.  
Needs 
crankshaft 

(main) bearings  
re-poured.  They 
were poured too 
close to timing 
gear.  $100.00.  
Contact Glenn Boswell at 
706/863-8703 or Cell 706/833-
2777.  You move it! 

There are several types of metal 
coatings used on Model A's which 
include 
 a. "Painting"  
 b. "Powder Coating"  
 c. "Metal Platingò 
 
All of these coatings are used to 
both protect the metal against 
corrosion (rust) and to make it look 
attractive. 
 
We are all familiar with paint 
coatings. Originally Ford used 
lacquers and enamels almost 
exclusively as that was all that was 
available. Presently most auto 
painting is accomplished using 
acrylic lacquers/enamels and more 
recently, the urethane family of 
paints followed by a clear coat. 
Unless one is really knowledgeable 
about painting, the application of 
these products is best left to the 
pros. The urethane products provide 
a much more vivid, glossier and 
harder finish than the early lacquers/
enamels ever did. 
 
The next type of metal coating, 
ñPowder Coating", has been around 
for awhile but has only recently 
become available to the hobbyist. In 
essence powder coating consists 
 
 

of a layer of plastic powder that is 
electrostatically bonded to the base 
metal and then cured at about 450 
degrees. It provides an extremely 
hard and even coating which is 
resistant to cracking and road dings 
and can be had in almost any color. 
Powder coating is ideal for Model A 
wheels as it goes on evenly (no 
sags or runs) and is extremely  
resistant to road damage. It can also 
be utilized to advantage on small 
parts that are subject to more than 
normal wear and tear.  If more heat 
resistance is required ceramic 
coating should be used. This is very 
similar to powder coating but uses a 
ceramic powder that is cured at a 
much higher temperature than 
powder coatings. It retains all the 
advantages of powder coatings but 
is much more heat resistant (up to 
1500 degrees) though the colors 
available are rather limited. 
Ceramic coating is most often used 
On exhaust manifolds or headers 
where high heat is present. 
 
Metal plating has been around 
since the mid 1800's. It is a process 
whereby particles of one metal are 
deposited (plated) onto a base 
metal by passage of an electric 
current from the donor metal to the 

base metal through an electrolyte. 
 
Some of the plating that Ford used 
in the Model A included Chrome, 
Nickel, Cadmium and Zinc. A list of 
the proper plating for various parts 
of the Model A can be found in the 
"Judging Standards Manual" from 
MAFCA. 
 
There are many metal plating 
shops (several in the KC area) that 
can be used for any plating jobs 
required. Metal plating is definitely 
NOT a "Do It yourself' job as 
dangerous gases can be produced  
and chemical disposal poses a 
problem. 
  
All of the coatings used on the 
Model A serve a definite purpose in 
the preservation and beauty of 
these classic cars and should be 
maintained  accordingly. 
 
 

(Bob Russellõs article is from  òThe 
Road Runneró,  NW Missouri Model 
A Ford Club, Feb. 2009)  Thanks!  

é.Bob Russell 

Tech 
Corner 

o Other upcoming events were 
discussed such as the May 2nd Poker 
Run and the Atlanta Region 
Horseless Carriageôs Social Security 
Run. 

o    Old McDonaldôs Fish Camp has 
increased the buffet price for the 
2009 Christmas Party.  The board 
was given assignments to check on 
other locations, prices, and dates 
available to be presented to the 
membership. 
 
With no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Theresa McMullin, Secretary 
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                              Left:  Robert Duvall, James Beck/truck, Sissy Spacek,  
Tony & Carole Gazette with Robert Duvall,   Bob Young  &Tony  

Right:  Robert Duvall with Anne & James Beck, Bill Murray, James/Duvallõs chair, Abbie Prince, Anne/coupe 

by Anne Neely -Beck  Photos: Becks, Gazettes 

On a cold, rainy Wednesday morning, James and I 
rolled into Crawfordville, GA with our Model A pickup 
and coupe. We (and our Aôs)  were there to begin our 
film career in Get Low, starring Robert Duvall, Sissy 

Spacek, Bill Murray, and Lucas Black. We were 
surprised and pleased that the first people we saw 

were fellow STA members, Carole and Tony 
Gazette. As we made our way to Wardrobe, 

Catering, and Holding, we ran into former Augusta 
mayor and STA member Bob Young, on hand as a 

street s̀cene extra. 
 

Julie Weiss, costume designer, approved Tony's 
attire, and quickly garbed the rest of us in era 

clothing. We were then served breakfast, and taken 
to Holding, where we were assigned to Gene, a 

Crowd Production Assistant. We were called to the 
first car scene, where the phrase "hurry up and wait" 

came to mind. The Car Captain, or his Teamster, 
responsible for the safekeeping and maintenance of 

our vehicles, told us where and when to go, and 
scenes were repeated innumerable times until 

success was achieved. Not knowing what to expect, 
we were disappointed at not having our cameras 

available to capture star moments, including a chat 
with Bill Murray. 

 
Day two, dawning sunny with a brisk chilly wind, saw 
us better equipped for long waits and unconventional 

meal periods. Tony and Carole's wait location was 
ideal, and they were able to capture photos of Ms. 

Spacek and Mr. Duvall filming the main scene for the 
day. Later that day, Tony caught up with Mr. Duvall 

in Holding, and was able to schedule a photo op with 
the distinguished method actor. As we chatted with 

him, he revealed that his great grandfather had lived 
in Milledgeville, and we discussed this "crazy town", 
home to the state mental hospitals. This once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity certainly gave us Something to 

Talk About (referring to a movie starring Julia 
Roberts, Dennis Quaid, and Robert Duvall). 

 
While we were in Richmond Hill with the rest of the 
gang, we were called to shoot additional scenes. 

Carole and Tony were able to participate in the last 
day of filming for all of the stars except Ms. Spacek. 

Abbie Prince joined us for a subsequent all-day 
shoot as non d̀escript (ND) vehicles on dirt roads 
where "hurry up and wait" was again the name of 

the game. As noted above, our film debut was 
certainly something to talk about! 
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FRIDAY, March 6 
 

What a weekend!  With perfect 
weather and numerous Tech Sessions 
(roadside and otherwise), over 150 
people (and their vehicles) descended 
upon Richland Hill, GA and the Quality 
Inn for a busy two days.  Represented 
were the Country Roads Model A Club 
(NC), the Fayetteville (NC) A Region, 
GaSCar (GA and SC), Low Country 
(SC) Aôs, Old Ninety-Six (SC) Model 
Aôs, Palmetto Aôs (SC), Queen City 
Model Aôs (Charlotte, NC), and the 
Shade Tree Aôs.   
 
At the Hospitality Room, friendships 
were renewed as the STAs extended 
snacks and drinks to weary driversé
then we were off in our first ócaravanô 
for a tour of Richmond Hill and the 
Ford Museum.  Arranged and led by 
Doug and Carol Skinner, we visited 
the Museum, the Community House 
where we met Shirley Vining, who 
had been a child when the Fords were 
in town and remembered them, and 
City Hall, where we viewed the statue 
of Henry Ford and Craig McMullin 
accepted the ñKey to the Cityò, 
presented by Mayor Richard R. 
Davis. 
 
Back to the motel we went for a short 
rest (and maybe Tech Seminars??), 
then re-formed our caravan and it was 
off to dinner at Loveôs Seafood 
Restaurant.  Our group practically filled 
the restaurant, and great seafood was 
consumed rather quickly.  At the motel 
a little later, we packed the Quality 
Innôs banquet/conference room to play 
Model A Bingo.  Jackpot Theresa and 
Jackpot Sheila had a órealô bingo cage 

  Theresa McMullin    

(STA),  Registration  

 

  Doug Skinner (Low    

 Country) ,Shirley Vining  
 

 Gary and Margaret 

Smith (Palmetto A), the 

Gordons (STA) and 

Mayor Davis view the 

statue of Henry Ford  

GaSCar and 
STA member Ernie 
Dinkins 
 (photo by Eddie Collins)   
 
 

  Some of our cars at the  
Museum  

Doug Skinner, 
Mayor Richard 
Davis and Craig 
McMullin (STA) 
with the Key to the 
City  


