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The Shade Tree Aôs is a non-profit organization 
with chapter affiliations with MAFCA and MARC 

 
The organization is dedicated to the preservation and the 
restoration of the Model A Ford automobile and supports 

membership in the national organizations dedicated to the same 
purpose. 

 
Shade Tree Aôs membership includes annual dues ($40) for the 
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA) and a subscription to 

The Restorer Magazine from 
MAFCA, 250 South Cypress St., LaHabra, CA 90631 

 
Members are also urged to join the Model ñAò Restorers Club (MARC). 

Dues are $38 yearly and include a subscription 
 to the Model ñAò News.  

MARC, 6721 Merriman Road, Garden City, MI 48135 

The Shade Tree Aôs serve the CSRA (Central Savannah River Area) 
in Georgia and South Carolina 

August  
Dinner Meeting Notice 

 

 
The Shade Tree Aôs will meet on 

Monday, August 10  
at 7 pm at 

2821 Washington Road 
Augusta, Georgia 30909 

(across the street from Publix,  
where we had our swap meets) 

 
Weôll eat from the menu, and  

there will be no program. 
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                   Every month as we prepare the  
           newsletter, we are aware that there  
       are many more good pictures that we 
zptws¡ kvu.{ oh}l yvvt mvy¸some may be 
of YOU or YOUR CAR( P.k sprl ¡v| {v zll
them, too̧ p{.z hz lhz¡ hz svnnpun vu {v
our Web Page:  www.shadetreeas.org  On 
the home page, click on the key in the 
pnup{pvu huk ¡v|.ss il {hrlu {v {ol ½Yvhk
Thw¾ whnl5 Wpjr {ol hj{p}p{¡ ¡v|.k sprl {v
see and double-click a picture you like. It 
will appear against a black background.  At 
{ol iv{{vt vm {ol wpj{|yl3 ¡v|.ss mpuk
this icon: 
Click on it and the image will appear 
on another screen.  Save it to your 
computer or print it out.  Go for it!!   
 
Our thanks to all those who made this 
issue speciaļ we hope, as usual, that you 
enjoy everything (and learn some things, 
{vv(0 ºº5wh{ 
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Thoughts from our President... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year, International Model A Day is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 26.  It coincides with Henry Ford's 
trip to Europe in September 1930 to Internationalize the 
Model "A" Ford by establishing Ford plants in Dagenham, 
England, Rotterdam, Holland, and Cologne, Germany.  
 
Over the years, we have assisted many civic groups and 
charities , and we have an opportunity now to support a 
Men's Health Expo. There are many similar programs for 
women, but with the exception of the free PSA testing by 
Lowe's, I don't recall a more comprehensive men's health 
screening for men than this one.  
 
Aptly named "Gentlemen, Start Your Engines", Doctors 
Hospital will be offering a variety of free health screenings 
for men on Saturday September 26th, from 10 AM to 2 
PM at the Evans Town Center Field (located behind 
Kroger on Washington Road). 
 
To attract more men they are having a car showðand 

have asked us to display our Model 
A's. There is no fee, just show up 
with your Model A and place it on 
display along with the other Model 
A's. What a way to celebrate 
International Model A Dayðsharing 

our cars and our support for the local community!  It would 
be nice to have some unrestored cars, some under 
restoration, and a chassis. These Model A's may have 
brought the most attention from the public in our Augusta 
Mall displays. 
 
I urge each of you to make the extra effort to display your 
Model A and support this initiative. See you there. 
 
Have a Safe Trip, 

Craig 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The July Monthly Meeting of the STAs was held July 13, 
2009, at member Richard Duneventôs garage at 7:00 p.m.  
President Craig McMullin called the meeting to order.  
With no new members or visitors present, it was the ñold 
crowdò of 37 members present.  A few members paid the 
ñno-name tag kittyò and July birthdays were recognized.  
The June Meeting Minutes were approved and Treasurer, 
Richard Dunevent gave the clubôs financial report. 
 

President McMullin gave a report on Bill Maypoleôs 
continued struggle in and out of ICU.  Please keep Bill and 
Jo in your thoughts and prayers through this most difficult 
time.  A thank you card from Mike and Cheryl Cater was 
also read.  Both members of the Atlanta Horseless 
Carriage Club were involved in an accident during the 
Social Security Run in May of this year and Cheryl 
continues to recover.  It was also reported that Michael 
Gordon has the flu.   
 
Recognition was given to Ken Nelson for his technical 
article on ñOverheatingò being picked up by the MAFCA 
magazine.  MAFCA has started picking one article from all 
the clubsô newsletters each month and giving national 
recognition.  Thank you, Ken, for writing the article and 
representing the STAs.     
 
Show and Tell was presented by Don Neal.  Having 
disassembled his transmission 4 or 5 times trying to locate 
that aggravating noise ï he finally found it in the rear end 
main bearing and brought it in so others could see the 
original 78-year old piece.  Don was all smiles - His car 
sounds and rides goooooood now! 
 
President McMullin once again recognized our youth 
members, Houston Barbee and Michael Gordon.  They 
both did an outstanding job ñconductingò the June Monthly 
Meeting and both were at the Technical Seminar on July 
11th under cars and up to their necks in grease.  Itôs a 
terrific life in the garage with the gray hairs! 
 
Old business consisted of the most recent activities of the 
STAs: 

¶ Trenton Peach Festival ï about 10 cars participated 
¶ MARC National Meet ï 4 members attended ï Don 
Turley reported that it was a good meet and good swap 
meet ï 14 in the final blue ribbon judging with 3 of them 
being ñall originalò (un-restored) Model As 
¶ Gilbert Peach Festival ï Eric Shogren reported that 
this too was a good lineup ï large crowd ï the crowd being 
a little subdued until he stalled on ñthe hillò and then 
flooded his engine ï finally with cheering from the crowd ï 
started the engine and made it up the hill. 
¶ Ex Maggie Valley Show and Flea Market ï Jim Mason 
reported that this was a good time visiting with friends and 
the antique malls 

Å     Tech Seminar #21 ï we are really progressing with 
Danny Normanôs truck ï there were about 18 in 
attendance on Saturday, July 11th ï President McMullin 
thanked Sheila McPherson and Theresa McMullin for 
lunch. 
 
Under new business, Tour Director Jim McPherson went 
over the upcoming events.  Please see details covered in 
this newsletter.  There will be another Technical Seminar 
on Saturday, July 25th ï we will be attaching the cab to the 
sub frame on the truck. 
 
Vice President Jim McPherson presented the technical 
program on Carburetors and suspected vapor lock. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

Theresa McMullin 
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ROAD TRIP 2009: LINCOLN HIGHWAY 
BARN MURALS, PENNSYLVANIA  

Pat and Tom Roberts 
 
I first saw these murals on the Internet. As Tom, our 
daughter Laurie and I were already planning a trip to 
Pennsylvania, we would have to go looking for these 
barnsðespecially as the two of them and the Flight 93 
Memorial were all in the same vicinity (on or just off US 
Route 30) in the south-central part of the state. 

In the early 1900s, automobiles were mostly playthings for 
the wealthy and roads were often nothing more than twin 
ruts through the mud. A road was "improved" if it had been 
graded and travelers were fortunate if it also had a gravel 
covering. In 1912, Carl Fisher, owner of the brick-paved 
Indianapolis Speedway, conceived a grand idea: a 
transcontinental crushed rock highway. His partner, Henry 
Joy, came up with the idea of naming the highway after 
Abraham Lincoln. Connecting Times Square in New York 
City to San Francisco's Lincoln Park, the 1915 route of the 
Lincoln Highway took early motorists on a coast-to-coast 
adventure of over 3,300 miles over unimproved roads 
through fourteen states.  

In Pennsylvania, the six-county Lincoln Highway Heritage 
Corridor encourages preservation, tourism and 
awarenessðitôs marked by red, white and blue road signs, 
containing a large letter L and the likeness of a Lincoln 
penny. These two larger-than-life barn murals that depict 
Lincoln Highway themes pay tribute to our 16th President 
and the vehicles and people that ventured this way in the 
early decades of the last century, and both were painted 
by artist Wayne Fettro. 

On our cover, the barn with four 
scenes (at the bottom) is known 
locally as the ñAbraham Lincoln 
Barnò. Itôs located in Somerset 
County near the junction of Routes 
30 and 219. Along with the 16th 

presidentôs likeness is a picture of a Conestoga wagon 
and two menða driver and a brakeman.  

The first woman to drive the Lincoln Highway from San 
Francisco to New York, Amanda Preuss, is also depicted 
with her 1916 Oldsmobile V-8 Roadsterðit took her 11 
days, 5 hours and 45 minutes to make the trip. Despite her 
arrest for hitting a horse in Wyoming (Preuss said óI hit it 
with a crash, bowling it over, and, before 
it had a chance to recover, rolled upon it 
with the front wheels of my car. There I 
hung, with the neighing, kicking horse 
beneath me.ô), she set a womenôs 
transcontinental speed record. Her 
radiator was damaged in the horse accident and sprang a 
leak in Illinois, where a sympathetic fellow Oldsmobile 
owner gave Preuss his own radiator. The rest of the trip to 
New York City was so ñeasy and monotonous,ò as she 
describes it, that her greatest fear was of falling asleep at 
the wheel. The last scene is of Henry Ford with his first 
(Quadricycle) and ten-millionth Fordsðnote the signage 
on its door. 

Only a few miles from this barn, 
we took a side trip to the Flight 
93 Crash Site/Temporary 
Memorial. Itôs our third visit, and 
worth a trip to see the site and 
observe the many messages and 
trinkets visitors have left to 
remember these 9/11 heroes. 

Back on Route 30, we turned east, and in less than a 
dozen miles found the second barn (top, cover) with its 
three-sided mural two miles west of Schellsburg in Bedford 
County. Fettro painted this mural in 
just two weeks and completed it just 
before July 4, 2004. Itôs located 
across from the Bison Farm gift 
shopðand if youôre lucky (we 
werenôt), you may see several of the 
animals in the field. 

The mural features a view from the top of a hill near the 
historic 1806 Log Church looking west over Route 30. Two 
vintage cars (Model Aôs??) passing each other on the 
Lincoln Highway are pictured along with a herd of Jersey 
cows grazing in a field on the barnôs eastern side. On the 
end of the barn, another Model A is shown with three men 
standing by it looking out over the expanse from the 
former Grandview Ship Hotel. Because Burma Shave 
jingles were so popular during the Lincoln Highway era, 
the catch phrase, "Times Square in the east, Golden Gate 
in the west, For cross country travel, It was the best, 
Lincolnway," is painted on the west side of the barn.  

A fascinating road trip for any vintage car lover!  

Impact Site 

 

Here are our  Honorary 
Youth Members who 
acted as President 

(Michael Gordon, R) and 
Vice President (Houston 
Barbee, above, with water 

pump diagram) at the 
June 8, 2009 meeting.  
They did a FINE job!  
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Reprinted with 
permission of  

Hagertyôs Magazine,  
Automobilia,  

Spring, 2009  
(page 20)  

As tales of lost treasure go, the story of 
Fordite has it all.  

In the late ô60s and ô70s, 
enamel-based automobile paint was 
applied by handheld spray guns. Car 
parts rode on a conveyer belt and the 
accumulation of layers and layers of 
paint oversprayð hardened during the 
drying process ð eventually had to be 
broken off the tracks with a brick 
hammer. The pieces, which came to be 
known as Fordite, were then sent to 
the landfill.  

When cracked open and 
polished, the stone-like hunks of slag 
ð also called Detroit agate, Motown 
swirl and paint rock ð produced 
cabochons with swirling psychedelic 
color. Some assembly-line employees 
who knew the properties of this strange 
material had the foresight to save a few 
pieces ð and it may be paying off.  

About five years ago, Fordite 
suddenly became coveted by rock 
collectors, artists and jewelry design-
ers. Today, a ring or small pendant 
with a piece of Fordite as big as your 
thumbnail averages $135 to $165, 
according to Christie Minervini, owner 
of Gallery Fifty (galleryfifty.com), a fine 
crafts and studio jewelry store in 
Traverse City, Michigan.  

James Blanchard, a well-known 
Fordite jewelry maker, notes that even 
those who donôt care about cars will 
buy Fordite because of its story. òPlus, 
it was made to take dinks from the 
road, so it actually holds up better than 
the metal setting over time,ñ Blanchard 
says.  

Unfortunately, real Motor City 
Fordite is increasingly rare. So much 
so that, according to Blanchard, rough 
hunks of it simply donôt exist anymore 
and people who do have stashes are 
tightlipped about how much they have.  

What little Fordite exists 
nowadays is bought and sold mostly 
via the Internet, namely at fordite.com 

or through online auctions, where 
jewelry and polished cabochons donôt 
last long. But, in the case of online 
auctions, beware of imposters.  

ñA lot of the jewelry sold as 
Fordite today is actually from Great 
Britain,ò says Gallery Fiftyôs Minervini, 
adding that the color quality is also 
noticeably different and not as good as 
the genuine article, which originated in 
Fordôs River Rouge factory in Detroit. 
ñThe British stuff is newer, from the 
ô80s, when they used what I call 
óSuperman colorsô ð bright reds, 
blues, yellows and white.ò  

Blanchard adds that while he 
can tell old from new when cutting it, a 
layperson probably wouldnôt notice the 
difference. ñReal Fordite has an older, 
ófishyô smell,ò he adds. The new stuff 
just smells toxic and acrid ð like spray 
paint.ò  

Thereôs definitely a finite 
amount of these pieces of history 
available today. But somewhere in a 
landfill in southeast Michigan thereôs 
probably tons of the stuff. ñAnd I wish I 
knew where,ò Minervini says. 

Fordite, once an 
accident in Detroit 

automotive 
history, is now a 
coveted treasure. 

 

The photos shown here are representative 

of those found on the Internet when 

òForditeó is typed  in the search box. 
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RIDGE PEACH FESTIVAL  
Trenton, SC 

Saturday, June 20, 2009 
 

Eleven Model Aôs joined the parade on this hot summer day.  The 
STA cars included the Roberts, Masons (with their 1929 
Leatherback), Neals, Cerefins (in their first summer parade!), three 
Gordon vehicles (drivers were George, Mike and William), Eric 
Shogren, Ed Garvin and Larry DuVallðand Thomas Lamb from 
Aiken also joined in the festivities.  A cup of peach ice cream 
was just the thing for many of us after the parade.  

Top R:  Michael & 

George Gordon 

decorate; L: Lots of 

conversation and 

problem-solving  in a 

shady spot before the 

parade; R: The 

Masons, Neals and 

 Ed Garvin ôon tourõ! 

The 2009 MARC National Meet was held in Merrillville, IN June 21-26. There were 556 
members registered, and nearly as many Model A's. This year there was a large swap 
meet, fashion judging, show car judging (14 cars), and Touring Class judging (50 cars). 
The Welcome Party on Tuesday night featured a great buffet (they didn't run out of 
food) with entertainment by 
Tommy Guns, a group that 
also performs at a venue by 
the same name.  

The Mandatory Tour on 
Thursday was to a local park.  

Seminars for judges, those 
restoring their Model A and 
Body Style Groups filled all 
vacant time. 

Newspaper reporters were in 
awe of the number of pins on 

Doug Skinner's cap (where was Eric?). Jim McPherson's 
grandson, Cameron Sexton, attended, participating in the 
Youth Activities, assembling a Model A Chassis and 
placing second in the Hubley Derby. (In the photo (R),  
Cameron is in the orange shirt.) 

2009 MARC NATIONAL MEET 
Merrillville, IN  
June 21-26, 2009 

Doug Skinner,  
Low Country Aõs 

Photo by Doug Skinner  


