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The Shade Tree A’s is a non-profit organization 
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The organization is dedicated to the preservation and the restoration 

of the Model A Ford automobile and supports membership in the 
national organizations dedicated to the same purpose. 

 
Shade Tree A’s membership includes annual dues ($40) for the Model A 

Ford Club of America (MAFCA) and a subscription to The Restorer 
Magazine from 

MAFCA, 250 South Cypress St., LaHabra, CA 90631 
 

Members are also urged to join the Model “A” Restorers Club (MARC). Dues 
are $38 yearly and include a subscription 

 to the Model “A” News.  
MARC, 6721 Merriman Road, Garden City, MI 48135 

The Shade Tree A’s serve the CSRA (Central Savannah River Area) 
in Georgia and South Carolina 

December 
Christmas Party Notice 

 
The Shade Tree A’s will meet on 

Saturday, December 19 at  
1 pm at  

Bob’s Southern Suppers, Johnston, 
SC  

(map on page 8) 
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DECEMBER 1, 2009 is   
   a very important day. 
Send in your  ballot  

        and 
pay your 
dues! 

How pleased I was to prepare this 
final newsletter of 2009 for you! 
Two „testimonials‟ (if I may call 
them that)...one from Larry 
DuVall on page 5 and the other 
from Ken Nelson on page 10 were 
sent to me—telling of their car 
experiences, etc.  Read them!  
We‟d be more than happy to print 
whatever you’d like to share, too.  
What about your first “A” - your 
first ride in a rumble seat—the 
first time you were the subject of 
a „roadside seminar‟???  All makes 
for a very personal newsletter.  
Happy Holidays from Tom and me! 
I‟ll be waiting to hear from you! 
                          Your editor, pat                 
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Thoughts from our President... 

 

 
 
 

   Happy Holiday’s – Merry Christmas to all!  Our parade 
calendar is booking up and of course our Christmas 
Party that is always well attended is fast approaching.  
Please call Theresa if you are planning on joining us for 
a very special dinner meeting with great food, 
activities and surprises.   
 
In addition, the New Year’s Day breakfast is in the 
planning stages and is a great way to bring in the “New 
Year”.  2010 will be a major milestone for those Model 
A’s built in 1930.  A Birthday - celebrating eighty years!  
Image the stories those cars could tell about their 
various owners, the improvement of roads and 
bridges, and the harsh conditions that many of our 
cars had to persevere at some time in their life. 
 
The Thomson Christmas parade is one that has 
supported our club for many years.  It is a long parade 
with probably a few thousand in attendance.   The 
Thompson Meat Packing Co. will sponsor us again this 
year but we need at least 20 cars to meet our goal.  
The parade is one of the largest as far as length, 
number of entries and on-lookers.  As always, we tour 
back to the meat packing facility for free sausage and 
a calendar before heading home; it’s tradition and a 
great afternoon to spend with fellow club members.   
 
Once again, it has been a pleasure serving as your 
President in 2009.  I want to thank the Board for their 
support and all our members who pitched-in as 
needed to make all of our events so successful.  We 
have another busy year ahead of us in 2010 and I’m 
sure you will be called on again for assistance.  Please 
give some thought about how you can help make the 
club a little better.  Your fresh ideas are always 
welcome. 
   
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 

Craig 

The November meeting of the STA’s was called to order on 
November 9 by President Craig McMullin.  Visitor John Begg, 
incoming President of the Palmetto A’s, was recognized.  
Name tags were checked and November birthdays were read.  
There were no member illnesses, however, Theresa McMullin 
was absent to be at the hospital with her mother who had 
suffered a possible heart attack. 
 
The October minutes were approved as published in the 
newsletter and Richard Dunevent gave the Treasurer’s report.  
There was no new news from the National Director.  Tom 
Roberts asked for articles for the newsletter.  He said that we 
get articles from the same people all the time.  We need new 
blood! 
 
Ken Nelson passed around an old Ford tool for identification.  
Craig showed an apparel catalog shared by Susan Meloan.  She 
can order items to be embroidered with the Club logo, etc.  
(See article in November’s newsletter).  An 2010 SRP Credit 
Union calendar was shown—the December picture  featured 
the STAs in the Aiken Christmas parade.  Ken Nelson asked for 
current odometer readings for the MARC mileage program.  
He also reviewed the MAFCA Mileage program. 
 
Craig reported on another successful steak cookout and the 
Richland Creek Old Farm Days tour.  It was noted that the Old 
’96, Palmetto A’s and Charleston clubs also participated.  Club 
officer ballots are due December 1, 2009 and today was the 
deadline for Monroe Wade Award nominations.  In honor of 
Veterans Day, Craig recognized all vets by their branch of 
service. 
 
Our new Club banner was displayed—our thanks to Russell 
and Jerome Trapp for it.  Craig reviewed the Christmas Party 
arrangements and Jim McPherson gave a rundown of 
upcoming events, including the Christmas Lights tour on 
December 8.  Tom Roberts asked for a show of hands on those 
who plan to participate in parades so that he can get us signed 
up.  The business meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Larry Komp gave a program on this year’s Hershey meet, 
showing pictures and giving a slide presentation.  This was 
followed by refreshments. 
 
   Respectfully submitted, 

   Tom Roberts 

   (for Theresa McMullin, Secretary) 

You’ll find November’s Board minutes on page 6. 

The Shade Tree A’s are on the MAFCA Website!   
Visit mafca.com/imad.html to see our  

International Model A Day Coverage. 
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Well, my first attempt at manifold cooking was a real 
learning experience, to say the least. 

I had perfected the recipe before Charlottesville and 
knew I had it perfect—it would take 58 miles of driving to 
cook.  I prepared the items for cooking in the hotel room 
as we had a refrigerator.  I put them in the cooler as we 
were going on a tour that day; when we left the tour I put 
the food in the cooker.  (photo, left) 

The trip back was shorter than I expected so we decided 
to drive around as the manifold cooking contest info said 
from 2:30 to 4:00 pm.  (I assumed that meant you could 
arrive between those hours and the gentleman I emailed 
about the cooking procedures told me he thought that 
also.)  Guess I emailed the wrong person, for I learned  
later that you needed to be there at 2:30.   

I decided since the food wasn’t cooked yet we would exit and look at the University of VA.  We did and we got lost.  (I 
am fortunate to have a built in GPS but it wasn’t working too well that day!)  Needless to say, after many wrong turns 
and me screaming at James to turn here, then there, plus directions from the UPS man and the USPS mail man, we 
finally made it to the contest site—they had already declared a winner and were packing up.   

I was heartbroken and also embarrassed. I had dressed the era part with my era clothes and vintage apron and had a 
straw picnic basket packed with vintage dishes, cloth napkins, etc.   The judges saw my despair and told me to get my 
food and serving pieces out so they could taste my dish.  They loved it and decided to give me a special award since 
this was the first time I had entered manifold cooking and I had such good presentation.  Wow, I was very impressed 
with that decision!   So we got our picture taken and I was very happy for thoughtful and considerate judges. 

...by Anne Neely-Beck 

My recipe: 
 

             African Chicken 
Chicken breast cut in cube s 

(1 small per pack) 
Chopped onions (2T per pack) 
Chopped peppers 2T per pack) 

Hot salsa (2T per pack) 
Organic crunchy peanut butter (2T per pack) 

Lime juice (1/2 lime squeeze per pack) 
Garlic salt to taste 

Chili powder to taste 
Two foil squares 

Place in foil pack; wrap tightly and place in manifold 
cooker. 

Drive at least 58 miles or more. 
Carefully remove and enjoy!! 

●  

Where can I  find a Model A  
manifold cooker?—(and recipes?) 

 

Try: http://www.andersontimer.com/ 

In the left pane, click on: 

You’ll be taken to the correct page. 
Scroll down to the bottom and you’ll see: 

(On the way, check out  the link to recipes!) 

Manifold Cooking 
The only hard and fast rule is to: “feed hungry people”.  

If they’re not hungry yet, drive on until they’re really hungry.  
That ensures the success of your labors. 
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STEAK COOKOUT—October 24, 2009 
What a beautiful day to be outdoors!  Approximately 50 STA’ers met in Glenn Boswell’s yard for our annual steak 
cookout.  Glenn has hosted this get-together since 1991—a long time!  Thanks for your hospitality!  The pictures 
show some activities:  Top row (L to R):  Carole Gazette, Rosalind Neal, Christine Lindner, Sheila McPherson, and 
Theresa McMullin catch up on news.  Our brand-new banner made its first appearance.   Thanks, Russell and Jerome 
Trapp.  Larry DuVall, Bill Richardson, Linda and Curtis Krosting enjoy the sunshine.  Bottom row (L to R):  The ‘new 
kid on the block’, the McPherson ‘30 Town Sedan, makes its first appearance, too!  The Gordons (William, Michael, 
George and Mike) plan their holiday parade strategy. Cooking of the steaks is about to begin; menu included baked 
potatoes, salads and desserts.   

On Saturday, September 12, 2009, a 
beautiful fall day, I joined the Club for a 
road trip to Ninety-Six,S.C. to celebrate 
Penny Pinson Hot Dog Day with the Old 
96 District A's. The trip to and from the 
Star Fort was spectacular on the seldom -
traveled two-lane country roads. We all 
seemed to enjoy the scenery—thanks to 
our estimable tour leader. 

 Our hosts went all out to make us all 
comfortable and even went so far as to 
introduce us to what I must conclude to 
be a local delicacy..road kill hot dogs. 
Apparently the wieners were not properly 
secured in the back of the pickup truck 
chosen to deliver them, and they fell to 
the roadside. Several hot dog trackers 
were sent out to locate the hot dogs and 

were successful, for we all ate our share 
of the dishes that were prepared, 
including the ‘road kill wieners’! 

As the fickle finger of fate would have it 
my ‘31 coupe decided to have a temper 
tantrum. My alternator failed to charge 
my electrical system, and I drove home 
on a prayer to the Model A gods. 

I had told Richard Dunevent of the 
problem I was having and asked him to be 
aware should I fall to the roadside. 
Richard agreed to keep an eye on me—he 
also suggested I bring my ill-tempered 
coupe to his garage at 10 AM Sunday and 
he would assist in correcting my problem. 

 Sunday morning I arrived and Richard 
noticed that my carburetor was leaking, 

We removed the 
carburetor, opened it 
up and determined that 
the carb I had bought 
on eBay a year and a 
half ago was missing one of its jets. We 
installed the missing jet and located the 
problem with my charging system, 
repaired the problem and my coupe is 
running better than ever. Fire chief 
Dunevent spent the better part of the day 
Sunday (with only a 2-hour break to take 
his lovely wife out for lunch), helping me 
make my coupe more roadworthy. 

It's all about the cars, and the people who 
love them…….. 

  Larry DuVall 
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    Richland Creek Farm Days 
                      Saluda, SC                   
                 Saturday, November 7 
 

On Saturday November 7th, we had 
seven Model A's and ten families tour 
to Saluda, SC for breakfast with the Old 
96 District A's before heading 
to the farm. This year, Model A's 
dominated an especially large 
display of antique cars, along with a 
very large turnout of tractors, with 
working displays of stationary 
engines and farm-related activities 
such as threshing, bailing, shucking 
and husking. Tractor pulls were 
held in the afternoon. In 
addition to the Shade Tree A's, 
the Old 96 District A's, the 
Palmetto A's, the Lowcountry A's 
and the Western Carolina A's 
were represented. 

SHADE TREE A’S BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

November 16, 2009 
 
The Shade Tree As Board of Directors 
met on November 16, 2009, at 
member Richard Dunevent’s garage 
at 7:00 p.m. 

The upcoming Christmas parades, 
Christmas Lights Tour, and Christmas 
party were discussed.  Door prizes for 
the Christmas party were requested 
by Secretary, Theresa McMullin. 

The following activities for 2010 were 

also briefly discussed: 

 New Year’s Breakfast 
 Pancake Breakfast 
 Richmond Hill Tour 
 Social Security Run 
 Aiken 175 years-old activities 
 Technical Seminars 

 
There will be an activities planning 
session for the Board on January 4, 
2010. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Theresa McMullin, Secretary 

 
 

NEW YEAR’S BREAKFAST 
Friday, January 1 

 
Get the New Year off to a rousing 
good start by joining your fellow 
STA’ers at our annual New Years Day 
Breakfast.  We will be returning to 
the Cracker Barrel at I-20 and Belair 
Road—they don’t take reservations, 
so let’s arrive early (about 8 
a.m.) .Hopefully we’ll be able to fill up 
the ’back room’ as we have so many 
years before!  See you there.  
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STA HOLIDAY PARADE INFORMATION 
 

Below, data to help you get to the parades on time (and to be in the right place!) 

(Be sure to read the NEW YEARS’ BREAKFAST announcement, page 6) 

 
                        CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TOUR  
                                Tuesday, December 8 
 
                                    Our annual Christmas Lights Tour          
                              will be held on Tuesday December  
                               8th.  We will meet at Richard     
                              Dunevent's garage at 7 o'clock.  
 
Because of traffic concerns and areas to view great 
Christmas light displays change from year to year, 
this year I want you to look for (and remember the 
location of) the best Christmas lights display as you 
make your way to Richard's.  
 
I understand salad and spaghetti may 
be the evening fare for this rain-or- 
shine event. 

Parade Date and Location 
Lineup 
Time 

Lineup Place 
Parade 
Time 

Saturday, Dec 5 

Grovetown, GA 9-11 am Summerfield Subdivision Noon 

Graniteville, SC 2:30 pm 
Leavelle-McCampbell 

Middle School 
3 pm 

  

          

Sunday, Dec 6 

Aiken, SC 1 pm TBA 2 pm 

**Thomson, GA 2 pm 
Springfield Street, front of 

football stadium 
3 pm 

          

Tuesday, Dec 8 Gracewood, GA 12:15 pm Ball field 1 pm 

          

  

Saturday, Dec 12 
  

Hephzibah, GA 10 am High School 11 am 

Gibson, GA 2 pm 
Glascock Co. Consolidated 

School 
3 pm 

Midland Valley, SC 1 pm 
Langley-Bath-Clearwater 

Middle School 
3 pm 

**Sponsored Parade $10 per car; sausage and calendar….        

       MILEAGE PROGRAMS 
       Ken Nelson – Mileage Chairman 
 
MARC - I will be contacting those of you 

that have signed up for the MARC Mileage Program, via E-
mail, prior to the Christmas party to get your ending 
odometer reading for 2009. There will be a dash plaque 
presented at the Christmas party for the highest miles 
driven for the year. Your total mileage will be submitted to 
MARC. (It’s not too late to sign up for next year.) 
 
MAFCA – Million Mile Program- “club wide” 
As was mentioned at the last meeting, I will be contacting 
you in January via E-mail to get the odometer reading for 
your car(s) for January and for each month up to the end of 
September. The CLUB totals will be sent in for the National 
program each month. Each participant will receive a 
“Million Mile” window decal. We are counting on your 
participation. 
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Special Guest Jeff Matthews  
will perform  the music of  

Frank Sinatra and  
Bobby Darren 
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..Anne Neely-Beck 

Featuring:   The Flaring Hem 
Needlecraft 

December 1929 
 

All of these dresses were designed for 16-, 18- or 20-year-olds.  Wouldn’t a young lady  
of the Model A Era be thrilled with one of these dresses for Christmas? 

 
 

Right: 
 
2976-This dress has a circular skirt with inverted plait at 
center front. The bolero jacket has applied bands of 
matching crepe which appears again in becoming tie 
collar, cuffs with tab ends and belt. 
 
1362-This dress has a vestee, trimming bands of revers 
collar, buttons, bands of flared cuffs and inverted 
inserts at either side of the flaring skirt. 

Left:  
 
1364-Molded lines with full flaring hem made in a 
faille silk crepe. 
 
3015-Chic dressmaker details are smartly evident 
in this printed sheer velvet tiered model. 
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Having grown up in Detroit in the 50’s,  I guess oil and gasoline have been in my veins from the ‘get 
go’. 
 
My first encounter with a Model A was during the summer months. There would be a rather large 

Italian man that came around the neighborhood selling fruits and vegetables from the back of his truck.  I was always 
amazed when he came around because he would walk beside the truck and it would lope down the street all by 
itself.   Every now and then he would reach in and correct the steering. There were baskets of produce arranged on 
both sides with a scale hanging on the left rear. Little did I know that the ‘miracle truck’ was a Model A! 
 
My second encounter with a Model A was when I was going to high school, an automotive trade school, and one of 
my friends had a “Roadster hot rod” that he was selling. The body had been lowered so it stood about four feet to 
the top of the windshield. The doors were welded shut and you just climbed in. I took the bus down to the gas 
station where he was working with the intention of buying it. When I got there he had just sold it to someone that 
came by and wanted it.  I guess “bird in the hand is worth two in the bush”.  I had to settle for a 50 Ford Coupe with a 
57 “Caddy” engine, but that’s another story. 
 
My third encounter took place when Linda and I were living in Athens, Ohio, which is situated in the foothills of the 
Appalachians. There was a Cabriolet that I came across that had been sitting in a garage for years. It was going to be 
auctioned off, along with other stuff, and I made a special effort to be there. Well it started off at a level that was 
higher than I was willing to pay. Looking back at it now it was a good deal because it was a one-owner car with thirty 
thousand original miles with all the repair receipts.  I think it sold for $1,200, but this was back in the ‘60’s. 
 
My fourth encounter was a closed cab pickup. We were still in Athens, Ohio and I would see this old man come to 
town each week in it. To make a long story short, he died and his brother was selling it on a “sealed bid” basis. I was 
$5.00 off the top price and the only one there for the bid opening. I called the top bidder and offered to buy it for 
more than he had offered but he refused.  He said he was going to “put it out back with the others”. UGH! 
 
Fast forward to the 80’s, Jim McPherson and Jack Homer were some of my customers at Fort Gordon and somehow 
we got on the subject of Model A’s. Jim said “anytime you want one, just let me know and I’ll find one for you”. Back 
then I was too busy working and didn’t have the time. 
 
We moved from Augusta to Lexington in 1989 and one day when I was taking a short cut from Charleston to 
Summerville, I came across a Model A on a trailer in Ladson that was for sale. I pulled in the yard and looked it over 
and the “bug” bit me once again. I contacted the owner and struck a deal. He delivered it to my house and it was an 
exciting day. Little did I know that I bought a car needing a “lot of work”.  He said “all you have to do is put gas in it 
and off you go”.  I guess my excitement got in the way of my common sense. The next three years were a learning 
experience and when I look back it was a lot of laughs. 
 
I finally got it started, but had to quickly get it turned around in my garage because of all the smoke. I had removed 
the entire interior and all I had was a shell. I looked around the garage and found a wooden bench that I could use as 
a seat. Well, I thought I would “take a spin” around the cul-de-sac across from the house. So off I went smoking and 
back firing down the street. After about two laps I thought I better get this thing home so I headed for the house. 
Linda was waiting with a couple of bricks to throw under the wheels because I didn’t have any emergency brakes. 
Wow, that brief ride was exciting to say the least. I finally got it so it wasn’t smoking “as bad” but it still backfired 
when it took a notion. During the next outing around the neighborhood the throttle spring broke, so I tied a rope on 
the gas pedal so the engine wouldn’t race. Here I’m going along, left foot for the clutch, right foot for the gas and 
brake, right hand to pull on the rope attached to the gas pedal and left hand to steer. I thought driving this car was a 
full time job!  
 
The next time out the wooden bench that I was sitting on collapsed and l was sitting on the floor trying my best to 
see where I was going.  I corrected that by cutting off the legs of a white plastic lawn chair and I was “ready to go to 
town”.  After about three years I finally decided that “maybe this is not the way to go”. At one of the Palmetto club 
meetings at Shealy’s BBQ I passed the word that I was looking for a something that I could drive. Jerry Freeze said 
that he had one for sale and I thought he was talking about the coupe that he had. Lo and behold, it was a Roadster 
and my heart started ticking rapidly again. I went home, got Linda and the rest is history.  It’s been 10 plus years and 
over 13,000 miles of sheer delight with no end in sight!   

 

Reminiscing... 

…..Ken Nelson 
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MEET THE SHADE TREE A’S NEWSLETTER SPONSORS!  
Our thanks to the folks below whose generosity supports our newsletter. Please remember them when you 

need a service they offer, and don’t forget to tell them you appreciate their support of our club! 

This space available! 
Please contact  
Craig McMullin 

mcmullinc@bellsouth.net 
803-637-3790 
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A RED entry denotes a change or an addition to these calendars. 

OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST 
(Non-club events but members are encouraged to participate) 

 
December 
2-5 MAFCA Membership Meeting, Brookfield, WI 
 
2010 
 
February 
5-7 Moultrie Swap Meet, Moultrie,  GA 
 
April 
8-11 Charlotte Autofair 
9-11 MARC Membership Meet, Terre Haute, IN 
 
June 
13-18 MARC National Meet, French Lick, IN 
19-27 MAFCA 150th Anniversary Pony Express 
           Model A Tour 
 
August 
2-5 MAFCA International Convention, Vancouver
 British Columbia, Canada 
7-14 Post-Convention Alaska Cruise 

 

 

 

 REFRESHMENTS 
     Underlined name coordinates what the group brings 

                        
 
 
 

December 
Christmas Party!! 

 
January 2010 

McPherson, Komp, Miller 
 

Shade Tree A’s On Tour 

SHADE TREE A’S EVENT SCHEDULE 
  

DECEMBER 
5  Grovetown, GA Parade, noon 
5 Graniteville, SC Parade, 3 pm 
6  Aiken, SC Parade, 2 pm 
6 Thomson, GA Parade, 3 pm 
8 Gracewood, GA Parade, 1 pm  
8  Christmas Lights Tour, Dunevent’s, 7 pm 
12  Hephzibah, GA Parade, 11 am 
12 Gibson, GA Parade, 3 pm 
12  Midland Valley, SC Parade, 3 pm 
19  Christmas Party, Chef Bob’s Southern 
 Suppers, Johnston, SC, 1 pm 
 

2010 
 

JANUARY 
1  New Years Breakfast 
4 STA BOD Meeting 
11  Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
23 50’s Party at the McMullins 
 
FEBRUARY 
8  Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
13 Valentine Pancake Breakfast 
27  Model A Swap Meet, Cullman, AL 
 
MARCH 
5-7 Richmond Hill Tour 
8  Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
 
APRIL 
12  Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
23-24 Hill Climb, Unicoi, TN  

AUGUST 
9 Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
 

SEPTEMBER 
13 Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
18 International Model A Day 

1 - Barbara Bryant  
2 - David Cozart  
6 - Mike Chavis  

12 - Margaret Collier  
13 - Richard Dunevent  

15 - Lisa Smith  
16 - Frank Knapp  

 
 

17 - Eric Shogren  
17 - Jim Miller  

18 - Gayle Adams  
20 - Linda Nelson  
21 - Jim Mason  

26 - Ann Claiborne   
        Christian  

29 - Elizabeth Ford  


