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 I learn something new      
when I’m preparing each   

    issue of the newsletter.   
      The cover of the Feb 1929 

Life magazine on 
page 4 was drawn 
by artist James 
Montgomery 
Flagg.  Maybe you 
don’t recognize 
the name, but I bet 
you will recognize 
one of his best-
known posters  
 
Special thanks to Sherry Winkinhofer of 
Missouri for sharing her Model A artwork 
with me.  I modified one of her creations 
for the „pancake car‟ on the cover!   —pat 
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Anne Neely-Beck 
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Web Page www.shadetreeas.org 

Postal Address 
Shade Tree A’s Model A Club 

4424 Reynolds Street 
Hepzibah, GA 30815-7909 

The Shade Tree A’s is a non-profit organization 
with chapter affiliations with MAFCA and MARC 

 

The organization is dedicated to the preservation and the 
restoration of the Model A Ford automobile and supports 

membership in the national organizations dedicated to the 
same purpose. 

 

Shade Tree A’s membership includes annual dues ($40) for 
the Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA) and 

a subscription to The Restorer Magazine from 
MAFCA, 250 South Cypress St., LaHabra, CA 90631 

 

Members are also urged to join the Model ―A‖ Restorers Club 

The Shade Tree A’s serve the CSRA (Central Savannah River Area) 
in Georgia and South Carolina 
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February Meeting Notice 
 

The Shade Tree A’s will meet 
Monday, February 9 in Richard 
Dunevent’s garage.  The meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. 

 
Each Model A 
has its own 
personality, 
making sounds 
we become 
familiar with—
and making 
sounds of 

warning. The familiar sounds give 
us comfort and reliability in our 
Model A as we drive. We will take a 
look at a most important warning 
sound at the February meeting. 

 

Edito
r’s

 

Corn
er 

FEBRUARY: 
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Thoughts from the President... 

   THE GREAT PANCAKE CHALLENGE 
 
The New Year is upon us and I’m sure we will have 
a very active and enjoyable year with our Model A’s.  
Some owners are nearing completion of their 
restoration projects while some new members will 
be getting their cars out for the first time as a 
member of the Shade Tree A’s.  In either case, 
these proud owners will be anxious to show us their 
pride and joy.  One of our first events every year is 
our Sweetheart Pancake Breakfast at the home of 
Jack and Carrie Horner.  This year is no exception.   
 
I would like to propose a challenge to the club, 
especially those planning on attending the pancake 
eatery.  I know when the STA’s have been 
challenged in the past we have stepped up and 
come through.   
 
The Challenge:  To have at least 20 Model A’s in 
front of the Horner’s.  I believe it would be a great 
photo shoot for those in attendance to be 
surrounded with at least 20 Model A Fords holding a 
pancake of your choice high over head (syrup not 
necessary). 
 
It will be a great way to kick the New Year off right.  
For many in the club, the Horner’s residence is in 
close proximity and would provide a good little warm 
up tour for the longer tour events planned later in 
the year.  The pancake breakfast is always well 
attended so don’t be left out—this is traditionally one 
of the best events of the year.  So drive your Model 
A to show everyone across the country that reads 
our Award Winning STA Newsletter that as 
members of the STA’s we are up to any challenge. 
 
If you enjoy a great breakfast, fun with your Model A 
and want to socialize with the best Model A club in 
the country, see you there.  See the accompanying 
Sweetheart Pancake Breakfast article on page 7 for 
additional details. 
 
   Have a Safe Trip, 

    Craig 
 

The Shade Tree A’s met at member Richard Dunevent’s 
garage for its monthly meeting on January 5, 2009 at 
7:00 p.m.  There were 26 members present.  President 
Craig McMullin called the meeting to order and welcomed 
members to the first meeting of the new year.  January 
birthdays were recognized and the December meeting 
minutes approved.  The treasurer’s report was given by 
Richard Dunevent.   
 
It was noted that Bobby Jones, Jim Miller, and Dolores 
Cerefin were experiencing health problems.  Please 
remember each of these individuals and families in your 
thoughts and prayers.   
 
In response to expressions of sympathy, thank you notes 
received from Frank Knapp and Jo Maypole were read by 
President McMullin.   
 
A handout on the differences in distinguishing which King 
Pins are used on the Model A was discussed for Show-n-
Tell. 
 
Under Old Business, the Christmas Party at Old 
McDonald’s Fish Camp was well attended and everyone 
appeared to have a ―merry‖ time.  Model A bingo was a 
hit again this year.  President McMullin encouraged 
everyone to let him know their thoughts on having the 
Christmas Party at Old McDonald’s Fish Camp again 
next year. The New Year’s Day Breakfast at Cracker 
Barrel was also discussed.  We practically filled the back 
room this year and started the new year off doing what 
we like to do best – eating and fellowshipping with other 
Model A’ers. 
 
Under New Business, President McMullin reminded 
everyone to check their newsletter on upcoming 
activities.  First, the 16th Technical Seminar is scheduled 
for January 31st – 8:00 a.m. at Sunrise Grill on 
Washington Road – 9:00 a.m. at Richard’s garage.  If you 
have an repair issue for the club to take on, please inform 
Craig McMullin or Jim McPherson.  Second, the 
Sweetheart Pancake Breakfast at the Horner’s is 
scheduled for  9:00 a.m. on February 14th.   Also 
discussed was the upcoming Richmond Hill Tour 
scheduled for March 6-8.  Please consult your newsletter 
for details. 
 
The technical program was presented by Jim McPherson.  
A video (Fahrenheit Fright from our library) was shown to 
pique interest, and a brainstorming session was held on 
overheating problems. 
 
   Respectfully submitted, 

    Theresa McMullin 
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The Hit and Run Driver 

 
 

I found these three 
magazine covers from 

February 1929  
on the Internet.   

Eighty years ago!  
Life had just raised its price to 10¢— 

equivalent to about $1.23 in 2008.   

 

STA Monthly Meeting Refreshment Guidelines 
January 2009 

 

 
1. Refreshments are typically served after the technical program (usually about 7:458:00 pm) and the 

assigned group should help assist with filling cups with ice and pouring soft drinks and any needed 
preparation for the refreshment, i.e., cutting a cake, opening containers and other general preparations. 

 
2. What the club will provide: 

a. Paper / plastic products such as napkins, plates, cups, bowls, knives, 
spoons and forks. 

b. These are located in the lower cabinet under the Wayne Ready 
Memorial Library. 

 
3. Responsibility of assigned refreshment group: 

a. The lead for the group is printed in bold in the newsletter. This person 
is responsible for contacting the other group members and getting 
agreement on what each should bring. Contact should be made with 
the group at least a week in advance of the meeting. It is the 
individual's responsibility to get a substitute if they are unable to attend 
the meeting. 

b. Usually there are about 35‑40 people in attendance but plan on 40 
people and you will have enough. The group lead needs to ensure that 
collectively there is enough food for 40 people. 

c. Eight (8) 2‑liter bottles of soft drinks (or tea) and 20 pounds of ice are usually enough. 
d. It is the refreshment group's decision on what to serve but light desserts are just fine i.e., cake and 

cookies. Anything home‑made is always appreciated but not required. 
e. If you have any questions, they should be directed to the responsible group lead. 

 
(The above guidelines were distributed at the January meeting and reprinted here as information)  

 THE ‘A’ YEARS: 
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   WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!!! 
 

Here are our newest members—and some contact information for  
those we may have previously listed . 

Jerry and Peggy Peters 
2226 Silverdale Road 
 Augusta  GA 30906 

(706) 798-2554 

Frank and Linda Lindley 
1109 Medical Center Drive 

Augusta GA  30919 
(706) 792-9292 

Don Bray 
3711 Inverness Way 
Augusta  GA 30907 

(706) 855-1483 

Don and Jennifer Whitaker 
4327 Roswell Drive 
Martinez, GA  30907 

(706) 564-9099 

Russell and Eloise Young 
1504 Stevens Creek Road 

North Augusta, SC  29860-8477 
(803) 279-8391 

Wade Warner 
1113A Alexander Road 

Augusta, GA  20907 
(706) 737-8526 

   

 

For the past few years,  the Old 96 District 
A's and the Palmetto A's have had a New 
Years Day Tour. This year they combined 

forces, with the Old 96 District A's driving to 
Columbia to meet up with the Palmetto A's 

for a South Carolina Low Country Tour. 
They returned via Augusta, stopping in  
North Augusta for a late lunch before 

returning.  Jim and Sheila McPherson  
met their 15 cars and drivers and  

share this photo. 
 

Lto R:  Calvin LeVere, Dan Ward and Mark 

Temple of the Palmetto A’s. 
 

 

 
In December, we received this email 
message and photo attachment from  

Don Turley: 
 

Bob Collier visited us today,  
driving his recently-acquired  

1931 400-A Convertible Sedan. 
 

Thanks for sharing, Don! 
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Doug Wilson, Tony Gazette and Sheila McPherson        Gayle Adams (honest!), Don Gordon, Jack Horner, Bill Adams 

Craig & Theresa McMullin, Bill Richardson, Ernie Dinkins 

Linda & Curtis Krosting, Jim Dover, Bobby Markwalter, 

Richard & Frankie Dunevent 

Sheila & Jim McPherson, Doug & Sheila Wilson, 

Tony & Carole Gazette 

NEW YEAR’S BREAKFAST 
 

Over two dozen of us (and 1 Model A) gathered at the 
Cracker Barrel to begin our New Year with one of our most 

favorite activities—EATING!  Pascal & Barbara Bryant 
brought their Model A even though the day was very chilly!! 

The backs of lots of people’s heads! 
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SWEETHEART 
PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST 
Saturday, 

February 14 
 

The Shade Tree A's return to the 
home of Jack and Carrie Horner 
for our Annual Sweetheart 
Pancake Breakfast. What could be 
more appropriate for Valentine’s 
Day? The men of the Club will be 
cooking up those special pancakes 
they are so famous for and all the 
trimmings will be awaiting you 
when you arrive at 9 a.m. So 
bundle up your sweetheart, warm 
up the old Model A, and head over 

RICHMOND HILL TOUR 
Friday-Sunday 
March 6-8, 2009 

 

The Shade 
Tree A's 
return to 
Richmond 
Hill, GA 
March 6-8. 
It will be a 
return to the days of old, with a 
Friday tour of Richmond Hill and 
dinner at Love's Seafood, Saturday 
at Danny Norman's and our famous 
steamed oysters and BBQ Saturday 
night on the intercoastal waterway. 
Registration and hotel information 
will be available shortly.  

STA 

to the Horner's (4167 Quail Springs 
Circle, Martinez). Be sure to read  
the President’s Column, page 3, for 
a very special Challenge.  Here’s a 
map to Jack and Carrie’s home:. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

GETTING READY FOR TOURING SEASON 
 

Abbie Prince shares these pointers: 

Driving a Model A on tour is not much different than driving the 
family car. however, since we are driving a car at least 70 years 
old, we suggest the following guidelines. Remember that common 
sense and courtesy will ensure you have an enjoyable tour. 

1 Know your car--don't use a Chapter Tour as a test run! 

2 Arrive at the meeting place on time and with a FULL tank of 

gas. 

3 Maintain your position in the group, leaving adequate distance between you and the car ahead for traffic to  
pass and merge. 

4 A tour may require special instructions due to the size of the group or distance to be traveled--obey any 

instructions your tour leader has given out. 

5 If you have trouble, try to get off the road (parking lot, side road, freeway off ramp, etc.). If your car stops 

completely, pull off on the shoulder as far as possible. 

6 If a car in the group pulls over, the rest should continue following the tour. The Tour Coordinator has design-

nated  a "tail car" that will stop and help the disabled members. An exception to this would be if the disabled  
car will be out of sight of the "tail car". If that case stay long enough to be sure that help has arrived. Then 
proceed on. 

7 If a tour requires an advance reservation or other notice, please RSVP. 

8 It is not the intention of these guidelines to cover every situation that may arise on tour.  Again, let common 

sense or courtesy be your guide. 

9 Last, and most importantly—Dust off the Model A, gather up the family and come out to support your tour 

leaders. 
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Why I Like Being a Member of the Shade Tree A’s 

 
 I enjoy all the neat stuff we do as members of the Shade Tree A’s.  I love the Model A cars, 
going to all the fun functions, and doing all the fun activities. My Meme and Pa-Paw (Barbara and 
Pascal Bryant) have been taking me to Model A events since I was about 10 months old.  That is 
about 10 years now. 
 The 1st event I ever went to was the trip to St. Augustine Florida for the Southeast Model A 
Round-Up at the Radisson Hotel which has since been torn down.  I was the official ticket puller at 
that time and as I got older I even began reading the #’s from the tickets as I pulled them out of the 
bucket.  It improved my number sense and helped me out in school.  But, most of all, my Mom says that it kept me busy.  
I don’t know ―what‖ she could possible mean by that!  I dressed in my Model A 1920’s attire (knickers, knee socks, sus-
penders, and big apple cap – that is what my Pa-Paw calls it). I looked pretty good for a little tot.  But, now I have grown 
out of those clothes and my Mom and Meme are having a hard time finding knickers to fit me.  I was really disappointed 
when I heard that we would never be going back there because it was such a fun time.  It was held in February every 
year and we always had such a great time with the Jacksonville Club Members, especially, with Mr. Karl and Ms. Minnie.  
I always went home with a collector’s Model A car.  I have quite a collection that is on display at my house.  There were 
Hess Trucks on the bidding tables and I would be on pins and needles hoping to be the highest bidder. 
 I still go with my Meme and Pa-Paw to everything I can or can be excused from school for and I always have a 
great time.  But, I can’t wait until I am old enough to drive and they start riding with me!  Well, that is of course, when my 
Pa-Paw gets me a new Model A car to replace the one he SOLD!  He says that he’s working on it but, I don’t know about 
that.  I still don’t have a car.  I can’t drive yet so, I guess that is ok for now. 
 I like to help get my Pa-Paw’s car ready for trips when we go out on the road, especially the Christmas  
Parades.  Those are lots of fun! I really like to go to the Tech Seminars on Saturdays with my Pa-Paw at Mr.  
Richard’s house.  I always learn something new each time I go.   
 I like going on the out of town trips the most.  When I went to the Social Security run this year I had a really awe-
some time.  That was so much fun!  It was one of the best trips this year.  The banquet, all the clowns (no, not you, Ms. 
Sheila) - the people dressed up like clowns and the skit 
that we all put on.  Wow, I thought that all the clowns 
were great particularly Mr. Craig, who was the best Ring 
Master ever.  But, the highlight for me was the trip to the 
Airplane Museum.  It was exciting seeing all of those air-
planes and so much history.  I have never seen that many 
planes in one place in all my life.   
 I can’t wait until next year’s Social Security Run 
because we sure had a lot of fun. 
 Well, this is just a little about why I like being a 
member of the Shade Tree A’s.  But, mostly I enjoy the 
old cars, all the members of the club, and meeting new 
people everywhere we go.  It is really exciting and fun.   
 I am so thankful to be a new Honorary Member of 
this club.  Thank you very much for giving me this honor.  
I look forward to growing up and being old enough to 
drive the Model A’s and become an Actual Member of the 
Shade Tree A’s. 
 
This is the text of the presentation made by Honorary Member 

Houston Barbee at December‟s Christmas Party. 

I found this Model A advertisement on the Internet.  It 
appeared in the February 1929 Good Housekeeping 
magazine.   
 
Then I learned that James W. Thomas, a longtime Model A 
fan, had just published “Advertising the Model A Ford..a 
Collector‟s Guide to Model A Ford Magazine Advertising”. (A 
variation of the same advertisement appears on page 111 of 
his book).  I purchased a copy, and Jim‟s given me 
permission to excerpt copy from his book for our Newsletter.  
Stay tuned! 
                                                                    …..pat 
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...Anne Neely-Beck 

February 1928’s Needlecraft magazine gave patterns and ideas for several 
handmade handbags.  Most importantly, the article stated that the handbag 
must harmonize with the rest of one’s costume but it may be the accent-
note in the color-scheme, combined with the predominating shade.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HANDBAGS TO MAKE 

 
 
Right, Bag No. 3456 N.  A smaller purse sometimes meets 
one’s needs.  It’s just as smart as it can be, and yet it’s a 

very simple design.  It was made in two shades of tan, but 
any two colors might be used. 

 
 

Finish off with a lining, overcast stitch and snap fasteners 

and you are ready to show off your new purse.  

Above, Bag No. 3454 N .  An underarm bag 
embroidered in wool is extremely smart.  This one, 
made in brown, tan and peach-fawn has the flower-

centers of flat beads the color of clear amber.  Double 
wool was used and a double thread in the canvas. The 

back of the bag is not quite the same as the front.   
 
 
 
 

Left, Bag No. 3455 N.  This bag (as well as the first 
one) measures nine by six inches, a very useful size.  It 

is worked with a single strand of black wool, working 
between each thread of canvas which has double 
mesh.  Red was worked in, but any color you liked 

could have been introduced. 
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FIGURE 1 

FIGURE 2 

Starting Procedure 
Starting a Model A Ford isn't as simple as in a modern automobile 
and can be a struggle for a novice. This procedure will help! One 
must recognize that there were variations in even original Model A 
Fords. For example, the gas shut off valve  was moved from under 
the dash to under the hood in 1931. 
1. Engage emergency brake by pulling back on it. 
2. Push lever left of steering wheel (Spark Control) all the way up 

(Retard) 
3. Pull lever right of the steering (Hand Throttle) half way down 
4. Turn Gas Valve under dash on passenger side to open (Pointing 

down) 
5. Turn Choke Control Valve (under right side of dash) full 

clockwise and back off 1/4 turn. If it's quite cold out, it may be 
better to open a full turn. 

6. Turn Ignition Switch on (Clockwise) 
7. Push in clutch and put Transmission in Neutral 
8. Pull Choke Control Out 
9. Turn engine over 3 Revolutions – Choke in on third Revolution 
10. When Engine Starts – Push Throttle Lever (Right Lever) Up 
11. Put Left Lever all the way down. (Depending on how your 

engine is timed, 3/4 down might be better.) 
12. Allow Engine to Warm Up. (The accelerator pedal will need to 

be used to keep engine running until it warms up.) 
13. Turn Choke control (actually GAV) clockwise to smoothest operating condition. 
14. When starting an engine, which is already warmed up, omit Choke steps. 
15. Always put Left Lever (Spark Retard Position) all the way up when starting & then down when driving. 

 
Have Fun Driving!  Oh, yes—that involves something called “Double-Clutching”, doesn’t it?   

   Our own Abbie Prince shares the following: 
 

Double-Clutching 
 

1. When you shift out of first gear, push in the clutch, shift to neutral, let out the clutch with your foot off the gas. 
2. Push in the clutch, shift to second gear, let out the clutch, and accelerate. 
3. Repeat this for the second-to-third-gear shift.  Practice will help you to learn the correct engine speed and road speed at 

which to shift.  Double-clutching is better than jamming the gears, as you are trying to match gear speeds so the gear teeth 
slide together smoothly. 

 
 You can DOWNSHIFT from third gear to second gear in this manner: 
Depress the clutch and shift from third gear to neutral, let out the clutch, tap the gas pedal to slightly rev the engine, depress the 
clutch, shift into second gear, release the clutch and accelerate—this maneuver requires some practice to find the speed and 
engine revving at which downshifting works best for your car.  It should be done only at speeds under 15 mph—and should be a 
relatively rare maneuver given the low speeds at which gears are shifted.  The Model A instruction book advises that all gear 
shifting be done at very low speeds:  shifting from first to second at 5-8 mph and from second to third at 12-15 mph.  Keep in 
mind that practice will help you find the optimal speeds at which to shift gears for your car. 
 
 

Shut Down Procedure  Shutting down a Model A Ford isn't as simple as in a modern automobile, and some guidance is 

helpful here, too!  (refer to illustration at the top of the page) 
 
1. Engage emergency brake by pulling back on it. 
2. Push Left Lever (Spark Control) all the way up (retard position) 
3. Push Right Lever (Throttle) all the way up 
4. Turn Gas Valve under dash on passenger side to closed position (pointing to the Left).  
       If vehicle is going to be left over night, or similar circumstances, it's a good    
       idea to let the engine burn up the majority of the gasoline in the carburetor    
       by letting engine run until it stalls. 
5. Turn Off the Lights and any other Accessory 

6. Turn Ignition Switch off (Counter Clockwise) 

Thanks to Chris Pelikan of 
Model-A.org (The Place for 

Model-A Ford Carburetors) for 
giving us permission to use his 

Starting and Shut Down 
Procedures and illustration. 

Abbie Prince 

Tech 
Corner 
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This space available! 

Please contact  

Craig McMullin 

mcmullinc@bellsouth.net 

803-637-3790 

MEET THE SHADE TREE A’S NEWSLETTER SPONSORS!  
Our thanks to the folks below whose generosity supports our newsletter. Please remember them when 

you need a service they offer, and don’t forget to tell them you appreciate their support of our club!  

This space available! 

Please contact  

Craig McMullin 

mcmullinc@bellsouth.net 

803-637-3790 
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A RED entry denotes a change or an addition to the calendar. 

 OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST  
(Non-club events but members are encouraged to participate) 

 
 February 
 26-28 AACA National Meet, Lakeland, FL  
 
 March 
 26-28 MARC Membership Meet, Marietta, GA 
 
 April 
 2-5 Charlotte AutoFair, Charlotte, NC  
 17-18 Old 96 District Model A Ford Swap Meet 
 24-26 Hill Climb, Unicoi, TN 
 
June 
 21-26 MARC National Meet, Merrillville, IN 
 
 September 
 25-26 Palmetto A’s Swap Meet 
 
 October 
 7-10 Hershey Swap Meet, Hershey, PA 

 

 

 REFRESHMENTS 
Highlighted name coordinates what the group brings 

 

 

February 2009 
Garvin, Shogren, Cerefin, Roberts 

 

March 2009 
Melchiors, Dinkins, Wilson, Prince, Dunevent 

CLUB EVENTS  
 
FEBRUARY 
9 Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
14 Sweetheart Pancake Breakfast/Great Pancake 
 Challenge (see page 3) 
 
MARCH 
6-8 Richmond Hill, GA 
9  Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
17 St. Patrick’s Day Parade  
 
APRIL 
13 Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
 
MAY 
11  Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
15-17 Social Security Run, Madison, GA 
 
JUNE 
8  Shade Tree A’s Meeting 
20 Trenton Peach Festival Parade 
 
SEPTEMBER 
11-13 Hill Climb, Chattanooga, TN 
20-23 Model A Restorers Club (MARC) National 
 Tour,  Charlottesville, VA 
 
OCTOBER 
3  Oliver Hardy Parade, Harlem 
17 Steak Cookout 
  

 

 

MYSTERY MEMBER 
 
What well-known STA member recently spoke at a 

NATO meeting in Milan, Italy and is 
travelling to Saudi Arabia this 
month? 

 
Answer to January‟s question:  Tom 
Roberts and Anne Neely-Beck were 
both born in Zanesville, Ohio! 

     Larry DuVall 
11 -- Ralph Neitzke 
12 -- Virginia Trapp 
17 -- George Gordon 
22 -- Ruth Hitt 
24 -- Craig McMullin 
28 --Rachel d’Entremont 

Remember the mail truck on the cover of our December 2008 newsletter?  We’ve just learned that it first 
appeared on the cover of MAFCA’s The Restorer magazine (November/December issue) way back in 1991.  

It was drawn by MAFCA member Fred L. Henley; the truck belonged to Mitch Stenzler. 
What a treasure!   


