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June Meeting Notice  
 

The Shade Tree Aôs will meet on 
Monday, June 8 in Richard 
Duneventôs garage.  The meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. 
 

For the June program: 
 

 Those Model A's 
sure get hot riding 

around in the 
summer heat. But 

not all are hot, 
some have air 
conditioners. 

Maybe we ought to bring back the 
air conditioner of the Model A era, 
a block of ice on the floorboard. 
Cooling your Model AðYESð 
thatôs what itôs all about! 
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Anne Neely -Beck in jail?  See 
òOn the Shady Sideó, page 5. 

                    

         This is another  
              interesting month in the life 
of the Shade Tree Aõs!  From 

soybean suits to Alcatraz, minutes 
and musingsñagain thereõs 

something for everyone!  Read on.. ! 
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Thoughts from our President... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WOW!! Do we have a full calendar, or what?  I canôt 
remember when we have had so much going on.  I hope 
that this is a good sign and a positive indication that the 
Shade Tree Aôs are healthy as an organization and that 
the club officers are providing activities and technical 
support that meet your expectations.  If not, I would be 
interested in your thoughts so that we can address any 
concern(s) and make the necessary changes. 
 
Many thanks once again to our newsletter staff, editors 
and contributing articles from the membership at large.  If 
you havenôt noticed, there is a huge amount of information 
in our newsletter every month and if youôre like me, I have 
to read it more than once to capture it all.  I really like all 
the art work and detail that is tucked away here and there.  
For example, take just about any issue and see if you can 
find all the STA logos.  You might be surprised at the 
number.  We are very fortunate as a club to have 
members that have the talent, time and energy to work so 
hard on publishing the newsletter every month. 
 
With that said, if you havenôt checked out the STA Web 
Site please do.  Dan Perla, our Webmaster, continues to 
do a fantastic job and has for many many years.  More 
pictures, club membership information, links to other 
popular Model A sites, copies of newsletters going back 
several years, and club activities are all just a ñclickò away. 
 
Have a Safe Trip, 

Craig 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The May Monthly Meeting of the STAs was held May 11, 
2009, at member Richard Duneventôs garage at 7:00 p.m.  
The meeting was called to order by President, Craig 
McMullin.  The attendance sheet was passed around and 
showed 33 members present.  Illnesses included Dan 
Perlaôs son, Bob Jones, Billie Jones, Jim Leach, and 
Christine Gordon.  Danôs son is doing much better, Bob 
Jones had leg surgery and Billie Jones is recovering from 
the flu ï both of them are at home, and Jim Leach is 
scheduled for pacemaker replacement.  Christine Gordon 
is scheduled to go home on Wednesday after a very long 
stay in several medical facilities.  Please remember all of 
these members in your thoughts and prayers as they 
continue to improve. 
 

The Treasurerôs Report was given by Treasurer, Richard 
Dunevent and the April Meeting Minutes as published in 
the May Newsletter were approved. 
 
There were no Show-n-Tell items this month.  However, 
May birthdays were announced and then an exciting 
discussion of the oldest member in attendance ensued.  
The following members were present Jim Miller at 89 
years of age, Tom Hitt at 88 years, Glen Boswell at 86 
years, Jim Dover at 85 years, and Ed Garvin at 83 years. 
 
The National Director, Tom Roberts reported that the 
panoramic Pancake Breakfast picture was published in the 
Restorer Magazine.  Please look for that. 
 
Ken Nelson gave out mileage awards for 2008 ï Eric 
Shogren received a radiator plaque for 2,129 miles, Pascal 
Bryant for 2,124 miles, and Craig McMullin for 2,106 miles.   
 
Under Old Business: 

¶ The 96 Districtôs Swap Meet was held April 17th and 

18th ï Several members participated and according to 
Rachel DôEntremont had success with her ñpersonal 
shopperò. 

¶ The Fiddlers and Fiddleheads Hill Climb was attended 

by Jim McPherson and Billy Garland.  There were a total 
of 23 participating cars for the climb.  It was a fun time for 
everyone. 

Å The Poker Run was held May 2nd with 8 STA cars 

 participating.  It was a ñwild rideò according to many.  
Frankie Dunevent had the ñbestò hand and Bill Adams has 
the ñbest mileageò.  They each received a special award 
handmade by none other than President McMullin. 
 
Under New Business: 

¶ Tour Director, Jim McPherson, reminded everyone of 

the Social Security Run.  The club will leave on Thursday 
morning from the Cracker Barrel at I-20 at 9:00 a.m. 

¶ The Aiken Memorial Day parade information was not 

yet available.  However, Tom Roberts will send out the info 
once he receives it. 

¶ Jim also reminded everyone of the May 23rd GaSCar 

Picnic in Trenton, SC.  Gerald Melchiors passed out 
directions and announced that Elvis would be in the 
ñbuilding.ò  Bring a dish and your own chairs.  More 
information is provided in the newsletter. 

Å Also, members were reminded that there is a special  

Tech Session ( #18) on Memorial Day, Monday, May 25th.  
Another Tech Session (#19) follows on Saturday, May 
30th. Both sessions will concentrate on repairs for Danny 
Norman. 
 
With no further business, the program (Timing Your Model 
A) was presented by Vice President Jim McPherson, and 
the business meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Theresa McMullin, Secretary 
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In Need of a Few Good Men or Women 
 

Have you ever thought what it would be like to serve 
on MAFCAôs Board of Directors? Well, itôs fun, 
challenging and rewarding. You meet and work with 
the greatest people on earth, your fellow Model Aôers. I 
have been asked a number of questions regarding 
serving on the Board and thought you might be 
interested in some of the questions and responses. 
 
1. How much time does it take? There are 9 

directors, each serving a specific area of responsi-
bility. Some take a number of hours per week while 
others may only take a few hours per month. 
Technical Director Dick Przywitowski has researched 
and answered around 300 questions in the latest 4 
months, the majority of these by email. Obviously, 
Dick has one of the most demanding jobs. 
 
2. How much do Directors get paid? The Directors 
work for free. They are reimbursed for the majority of 
their expenses but as so often happens there is some 
out of pocket expense. For example, reimbursement 
for board meetings includes travel and two nightsô 
lodging. In an event like a National Convention where 
a Directors Meeting is held, the director would have to 
pay for all but two nights. There are some incidentals 
that are not normally paid such as travel to and from 
the airport and airport parking. 
 
3. What about the threats of lawsuits in our 
litigious society? No doubt this has to be a concern 
for any person desiring to serve, whether itôs at the 
chapter or national level. MAFCA has some protection 
being a corporation and as a non-profit corporation the 
protection is broader. MAFCA also provides 
substantial insurance protection for both chapter and 
national directors. 
 
4. Opinions are like belly buttons, everyone has 
one. Why is yours more valuable? Everyoneôs 
opinion is valuable and most of the time there is no 
right or wrong but whatôs better. The Board of 
Directors work together, freely expressing thoughts 
and, hopefully, concluding with smart decisions. It is 
important for directors to keep an open mind and listen 
to others. Recently the Board made a policy decision, 
only to resend it two months later because we had not 
thought of all of the ramifications. 
 
If you are considering running for MAFCAôs Board, I 
en-courage you to contact Dave Jones at 
membership@mafca.com 
 

(The above is reprinted from the MAFCA Chapter 
Coordinator Newsletter, prepared by Garth Shreading) 

We have quite a few Concerns and Celebrations  
this month.  Read oné.. 

 

® We understand that Christine Gordon is  home. 

Weôre so glad to hear thatðand know that the Gordon 
family is happy! 

® Webmaster Dan Perla has been with his son Craig as 

Craig has had a heart valve replaced.  Weôve heard 
that heôs doing much better.  Way to go! 

® We want to let you know that Tony Gazetteôs sister, 

Donna Cochran, passed away April 25.  She had 
suffered with cancer since last August.  We extend our 
condolences, Tony and Carole, and know you will 
miss her. 

® President Craig McMullinôs mom, Alice, continues to 

improve from her recent heart surgery. She was 
scheduled to be home the third week in May. 

® If you havenôt read Anne Neely-Beckôs ñLights! 

Camera! ACTION!ò  in MAFCAôs May/June ñRestorerò, 
pages 28-29, you need to!  Youôll see several  names 
you recognize! Congratulations to all these STA 
members (and their Aôs). 

® Your STA Newsletter has just received the Model A 

Restorers Club ñNewsletter Award of Excellence; 
Presidentôs Awardò for 2008.  Itôs great to be 
recognized.  Thanks! 

® Congratulations to Eric Shogren (2,129), Pascal 
Bryant (2,124) and Craig McMullin (2,106), winners 
of the STA 2008 Mileage Awards.  Andðthe 
presenter, Ken Nelson was recently awarded the  Old 
96 Clubôs Mileage Awardð3,128 miles in 2008!  

® In her minutes, Secretary Theresa McMullin 

acknowledged the STAôs ñSuper Seniorsò: Jim Miller, 
Tom Hitt, Glenn Boswell, Jim Dover and Ed 

Garvin.  See the minutes for more details!   
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              A MAN WHO USED HIS BEAN 
           HENRY FORD & HIS AMAZING SOYBEAN SUIT 

 
Soybeans originally traveled to the United States by ship when Samuel Bowen smuggled 
them from China in 1765. But it was Henry Ford who put them in cars. When the Great 
Depression hit, it hit farmers especially hard. Huge farm surpluses meant low crop prices 
and dwindling income. All of a sudden, Henry Ford's best customers--American farmers--
could no longer afford his cars, trucks and tractors. Ford knew that "if we want the farmer 
to be our customer, we must find a way to be his." 
 
Ford put his chemists to work determining what products could be developed from plants. 
After testing numerous crop plants, they narrowed their focus to soybeans. 
Experimentation was soon rewarded with the discovery of soybean oil which made 

superior auto body enamel. Soybean meal was converted to plastic used to make over 20 parts including horn buttons 
and gearshift knobs. 
 
By 1936, Ford was using a bushel of soybeans in every car that rolled off the line. But Ford didn't stop there. On several 
occasions between 1934 and 1943 he entertained reporters at luncheons, in which every course contained soybeans, 
from tomato juice with soybean sauce to soybean cookies with soybean candy for dessert. Today at the Henry Ford 
Estate Restaurant in Michigan youôll even find soybeans used in their recipes from time to time! 
 

He himself invented a special fiber he liked to call ñsoybean woolò.  Half the cost of sheepôs wool, he had a suit made 
from the fabric for special occasions, promoting the use of soybeans. It wasnôt long before a fabric containing 25% 
soybean wool was being used to upholster many Ford autos. The picture above shows Mr. Ford celebrating his 78th 
birthday (1941) wearing this suit.  (As always, he was a great promoter of his inventions, though it was said that his suit 
was itchy and weak.) 
 

Ford even received a patent for building plastic car bodies based on soybean oil, and on August 13, 1941, he 
showcased this car. Attached to a tubular frame, the body weighed 30 percent less than a steel car and was much more 
flexible and durable. The experimental car was also equipped to run on ethanol rather than gasoline but such a novel 
idea failed to catch on. Itôs reported that by that time, huge new oil fields were being discovered and petroleum had 
become much more cost-effective than plant-based ethanol. 
 

Thereôs a lot to read about Ford and soybeans:  www.theautochannel.com/news, citybarbs.com,  
Popular Mechanics, 1941, Vol. 76, No. 6, December, 1941 and much more!  

Ă 1 gallon black lacquer painté
$75.00 

Ă 1 gallon Washington Blue 
lacquer paint..$75.00 

 
Contact Glenn Boswell at 

706/863-8703 or  
Cell 706/833-2777. 

 
Alternator, 6 volt 30 amp Nu-Rex 
positive ground with pulley and 

bracket (about 3 years old) 
$50.00 

 
Contact Tom Roberts at 
803/649-0054 or email at 
patroberts@wildblue.net 

Exciting times are going on with the 
MAFCA Era Fashion Committee, 
yours truly was approved by MAFCA 
board to stay on as chairperson and 
serve an unprecedented fifth year on 
the committee.  I have been heading 
up the project of revising the Fashion 
Guidelines;  for you that do not know, 
the Fashion Guidelines is the blue 
note book manual or ñbibleò of fashion 
judging. This is a daunting task but I 
have a great committee and 
volunteers which make the job easier. 
We will have the updates completed 
by 2010.  I will give a seminar at the 
National Meet in Vancouver, BC on 
how to use these new guidelines if 
you want to be an entrant at a meet, 
or just want to plan a Model A Era 
Image outfit, or if you are going to be 
a Judge.  We are making it more user
- friendly for all. 

 

Our EFC meeting in late March was 
in the Sacramento area and James 
and I flew into San Francisco and 
visited Alcatraz before driving to 
Placerville for the meeting.  David 
Adair (who writes tool articles for the 
Restorer) and James went to 
Sacramento Vintage Ford on Friday 
where they had lunch at a 50ôs style 
restaurant on the premises.  They 
also went to visit another MAFCA 
friend and JSC member to view his 
Model A tool and car collection. On 
Saturday while the committee met 
again he went to Placerville Hardware 
which is the oldest hardware store 
west of the Mississippi (this is the 
area where gold was discovered.) 
It was a great trip and meeting.  Who 
would have thought when I joined the 
STAôs that I would be serving on a 
MAFCA committee; if I can do it so 
can you. 

...Anne Neely-Beck  
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    Bluegrass  
       Hill and          
    Bluegrass    
         Music 
 

The East Tennessee Region, MARC 
and FAST Southeast hosted a Hill 
Climb and the Fiddlers and Fiddle-
heads Festival April 24 and 25 in 
Unicoi, TN. 
 

Twenty-three Models A's and several 
more drivers tried to conquer the 
hill on Friday. Participants came from 
as far away as Indiana, Ohio and 
Florida. On Saturday there was a big 
crowd of antique and classic cars 
at the no judging car show, held in 
conjunction with the Fiddlers and 
Fiddleheads Festival. The Thermal 
Belt Model A Club made the event 
their Spring Tour. 

     Old District 96     
      All Model A  
 
The place to be for Model Aôers was 
near Greenwood, SC on April 17 and 
18.  Many STA members took advan-
tage of the good weather to make the 
trip and see what they could find! 
The Car Corral had about twelve to 

fifteen cars on display, with a couple of 
them for sale. I even saw a red Prowler! 
 

It was a chance for all of us to renew 
old friendships and make some new 
onesðI met Will Cronkrite of Rock Hill, 
AKA ñZiggyôs Daddyò!  (Whoôs Ziggy?  
See our May 2009 newsletter!)  Tom 
went to the Swap Meet both days and 
bought a few parts that he could then 
cross off his ólistô! 

THE POKER RUN 
 

Folks may have wondered what 
was going on in Augusta on 
Saturday, May 2.  They saw Model 

Aôs going this way and thatð up 
one side of one street and down 
anotherðand it was apparent that 
the carsô drivers and passengers 
were having fun! (See the Bryant  
car, below left) 
 
It was the STA Poker Run.  The 
eight cars participating  were given 
destinationsðwhen each was 
reached, theyôd check in with either 

Sheila or Jim McPherson and get a 
poker chip.  At the final stop, the 
Duneventôs garage, we traded our 
hard-earned  chips for playing 
cards.  The highest poker hand was 
held by Frankie and Richard 
Dunevent; and Jim McPherson 

presented their prizeða STA chock, 
handmade by our President! 

There was a second prize, tooð
who would cover the required 
distance in the fewest miles?  We 
were all close in our mileages, but 
Gayle and Bill Adams (above) won 
that contestða second STA chock. 
. 
Know where 
Woodrow 
Wilsonôs  
boyhood home 
is?  You had  
 
(Continued on p 7) 

  


