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WHEEL WOBBLE
Rachel d’Entremont

Lots of Model A drivers have experienced the
occasional wobbly wheels that makes the car
bounce around like the Professor’s Model T in
Disney’s the Absentminded Professor (Fred McMur-
ray). It’s not a good feeling to go over a bump and
have the car seemingly go berserk.

The first time it happened to me was right after
we got the car road worthy (more or less) and 1
was learning to drive it. We were in the parking lot
of an old shopping center in Aiken and after driv-
ing around the empty lot, I drove behind the build-
ing where the pavement was not as good. The car
started wobbling and bouncing all over the place. I
put on the brakes, got out, and turned the wheel
over to my son Brian. He drove it home with no
hint of a wobble!

Over the years that wobble has come and gone.
A while back Brian installed a shim (Smith and
Jones #A-3430SHIM) on the radius ball that
seemed to help a lot.

I have generally noticed that if I get it up to a
good speed (between about 20 and 30 mph) the
wobble disappears. Others have told me to apply
the brakes or come to a complete stop and the
wobble will disappear.

On the way to the Aiken Christmas parade, the
wobble came back in a big way and none of the
usual remedies worked. I tried speeding up; the
wobble remained. I tried stopping; the wobble re-
mained. I drove to the line-up position and multi-
ple people came up to tell me that my wheels were
wobbling (as if I couldn’t tell when the fillings in
my teeth were practically knocked out from the
bouncing around!). After some discussion and my
pronouncement that I would probably drop out of
the parade if it kept up. I decided to back the car
up and have some folks look at the wheels as I
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drove up. You guessed it, no wobble.

In anticipation of Brian’s visit to Aiken from
Switzerland, I purchased a couple of new shims
thinking that the one he had installed had either
fallen out or needed a boost. Once Brian had the
pieces out. It became clear that there was too much
play in the bolts of the radius rod assembly. Back
to Smith and Jones for the entire assembly kit.

After Brian replaced the upper and lower plates
above and below the radius ball and replaced the
sleeves through which the bolts go, the wobble
seems to be gone. The fit is now snug enough that
the shim is no longer needed.

I will not miss having strangers rolling down
their windows at traffic lights to inform me that
my wheels wobble. I prefer the thumbs up and the
shouts of “nice car”!

ABOUT THE SHADE TREE A’S

http:/ /www.shadetreeas.org

The Shade Tree A’s is a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the preservation and the restora-
tion of the Model A Ford automobile. Shade Tree
A’s annual dues ($65) include membership in the
Model A Ford Club of America (MAFCA, $40)
and a subscription to The Restorer Magazine. Mem-
bers are also urged to join the Model “A” Restor-
ers Club (MARC, $38) which includes a subscrip-
tion to Mode/ “A” News. The club also is a member
of MAFFI, the Model “A” Ford Foundation, Inc.

About This Newsletter

© 2015 Shade Tree A’s, except as noted.
Please contact Rachel d’Entremont
(Newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.org) concerning re-
printing of articles, illustrations, or photos.
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OFF THE RUNNING BOARD
Eric Shogren, President

BENEATH THE WHEEL
(With apologies to Hermann Hess)
Eric Shogren

Wow, the last time I started writing a January
president’s column for the Shade Tree A’s newslet-
ter I was welcoming everyone to the 315t year of
the Shade Tree A’s. Now I would like to welcome
you to our 420d year! What a great time I have had
being a member of this great club over the last
fourteen years. Just as importantly, I would like to
say that I am honored that you, the membership,
have chosen me to once again lead this great club.

In looking back over last year, I would be re-
miss if I did not take this opportunity to thank last
year’s Board of Directors, Gerald Melchiors, Greg
Jones, Don Cerefin, Richard Dunevent, Walker
Crosby, Tom Roberts, and Doug Wilson, for dedi-
cating their time and efforts to lead our club.

We also have an excellent year ahead of us.
One thing I would like to address first and fore-
most is the meeting schedule. Last year we started
a split schedule with meetings in October through
April held on the morning of the second Saturday
of the month and meetings in May through Sep-
tember held the evening of the second Monday of
the month. I think this has been a great oppot-
tunity to explore different meeting schedules. And
now that we have had a full year with this schedule
I think it is appropriate that we revisit the schedule
and see if it meets the needs of the membership.
Therefore, we will have an open discussion of the
meeting schedule during the meeting on Saturday
January 10t followed by vote of the membership
on the schedule during the February 14 meeting.
We are going to use this two-step process to en-
sure as many of the members as possible have an
opportunity to participate in this decision.

In closing I would like to mention two of my
goals for this year. Specifically, that I want to en-
courage the participation of every member and will
work to give everyone an opportunity to get out
and drive their cars, because that’s the real fun of
this hobby (not to mention all the good eating
along the way!). Also, I will be looking into ways

that we can recruit new members. The friendship
and fellowship you find in this club and this hobby
is very important to me and I want to see it contin-
ue to flourish for many years to come.

So see you all at the next meeting on Saturday,

January 10t. I would also like to invite you to

meet for breakfast at the Sunrise Grill on Washing-
ton Rd, next to Kmart at 8:00 am on January 10th,
And as I like to say “A day broke down on the side
of the road in your Model A is better than the best
day at work!”

The World’s Largest Selection of 1909-31 Ford Parts

>
Snyder’s
ANTIQUE AUTO PARTS [
12925 Woodworth Rd. « New Springfield, OH 44443 |\
Toll Free Ordering (888) 262-5712 '\
or FAX (888) 262-5713

Order On-Line @ www.snydersantiqueauto.com (&

i ‘ - : -
‘»utn\||||liIIIIIIII|II|||[lII|I|I|||I|l|IIH||||I||‘g i
['_‘I: FREE Fully lilustrated CATALOG | '\ ‘.'
$10.00 outside the U.S., Canada, & Mexico

D & M HEATING & AIR INC.

CSTEA CARRIER Authorized Dealer

Phone 706-667-0196 Fax 706-667-0197

Doug Wilson

1003 Alexander Drive; Augusta, Ga., 30909
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Sketch 1930 Model A Tudor Sedan
Steven Brown
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MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES

December 1
TBonz Restaurant, Augusta

President Melchiors called the Annual Decem-
ber Christmas Meeting to order at 6:30pm in the
Banquet Room at TBonz Steak House. NO name
tag violations were recorded since the 52 attendees

present passed muster on the way in....many smartly

dressed for the occasion in their finest Model A peri-
od attire. Minutes of the November meeting were

approved and December birthdays acknowledged....

Bill Richardson for closest to Christmas (the 24th),
and Richard Dunevent, eldest of the two, at 70 years
young. Sympathies were expressed to Eric Shogren
who was with his very ill mother in Minnesota.

We were reminded that the annual Parade

Season is upon us. Plan to attend parades at Grace-
wood, Graniteville, Jackson, Gibson, Edgefield, Ai-

ken, et all...see details of line-up times and places in

the Newsletter. Gerald also announced that the
Front Room of the Cracker Barrel restaurant (I-20
Exit at Rte.383) is reserved for our annual New

Yeat’s Day breakfast, 8 AM!!

Next on the agenda was announcement by
President Melchiors of the Annual Monroe Wade
Award. This yeat’s recipient was Larry Komp. See

story in the December Newsletter. Next, Don Cere-
fin, Election Committee Chair, announced results of
voting for year 2015 Officers of the Augusta Shade

Tree A’s. Those elected are:

President: Eric Shogren
Vice President: Greg Jones
Secretary: Kathy Poole
Treasurer: Richard Dunevent
National Director: James McPherson
Board of Directors: ~ Tom Poole

The newly elected stood and were recognized
with applause by the group.

The formal meeting was adjourned. Chuck
Howell then lead a Blessing and the Annual Christ-
mas Dinner began.

Note: Following dinner, Sheila McPherson

CONTACT INFO
Shade Tree A’s Model A Club
4424 Reynolds Street
Hephzibah GA 30815-7909
Web Page: http://www.ShadeTreeAs.org

Eric Shogren
President

803-215-3276
pres@ShadeTreeAs.otg

Greg Jones
Vice President

720-272-7907
vp@ShadeTreeAs.org

Kathy Poole
Secretary

706-854-1945
sec@ShadeTreeAs.org

Richard Dunevent
Treasurer

706-339-8167
treas@ShadeTreeAs.org

Jim McPherson
National Director

706-592-4835
nationaldir@ShadeTreeAs.otg

Tom Poole
Board of Directors

706-854-1945
bod1@ShadeTreeAs.org

Gerald Melchiors
Past President

706-294 5065
bod2@ShadeTreeAs.org

Tom Roberts—Board and
Membership Coordinator

803-649-0054
membership@shadetreeas.org

Rachel d’Entremont
Newsletter

newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.otg

Sheila McPherson
Photographer

706-592-4835
photogpher@ShadeTreeAs.otg

Frankie Dunevent
Shady A Ladies

706-863-6758
bodliaison@ShadeTrecAs.otg

Anne Neely-Beck
Era Fashions

478-945-3736
erafashions@ShadeTreeAs.otg

Dan Perla
Webmaster

lead a spirited Gift Exchange that featured a Moose,

706-855-5730
webmaster@ShadeTreeAs.org

an STA embossed pillow and a bottle of wine. All

became very popular “swaps”. A good time was had

by all.
Respectfully submitted,

Don Cerefin, Secretary
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LOOKING AHEAD

CLUB EVENTS

e Jan 1—New Year’s Day Breakfast
e Jan 10— Regular monthly meeting
e Jan 17— Coffee & Cars-10:00 Aiken
e Jan 24— Coffee & Cars-10:00 Aiken
e Jan 31— Coffee & Cars-10:00 Aiken
e TFeb 14— Regular monthly meeting

NEWS FROM UNDER THE SHADE TREE

If you have news to share, let me know at
newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.org

BRATTON’S

ANTIQUE AUTO PARTS

800-255-1929 Phone
www.brattons.com
800-774-1930 Fax

1606 Back Acre Circle
Mount Airy, MD 21771

Your source for Quality Model A Ford Parts since 1976

FROM THE JANUARY
ASSEMBLY LINE

4 - Michael Gordon
12 - Frankie Dunevent
14- Carrie Horner

20- Leonard McCain
24 — Sharon Stewart
27 — Marvin Vanover
29- Heidi Carrutherts
31- Jack Horner

31 —Janet Neumar

NEW YEAR’S DAY BREAKFAST
Our annual New Year's Day breakfast will be held
on Thursday, January 1st at the Cracker Barrel Restau-
rant at I-20 and Dyess Parkway. Plan to meet at 8:00
in your Model A if you can.

m—mr—-—‘
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§ Antique Auto Parts |
60 Wisconsin St., W, Columbia, SC 29170 4
803/827 4141 FAX 803/822-8477 j

- u.«:‘..p-"'ﬂ:!-u ¥ m I “ﬁ;‘:‘.g_:y

Qualty Parts ';7‘,1 %
Same Day Shipping . 5
Established 1972 (z})\ .
142Page Catalog ~ * "..‘ ,

Order Desk 800-422-1928 7
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“ STILL AROUND AFTER ALL THOSE YEARS... ”

The NEW ond BETTER

THERE is nothing like it —
T E XACO nothing quite so thrilling as the

GASOLINE instant obedience of a seasoned
polo pony—unless it is the
smooth, unfaltering power re-
sponse of the wew and better
Texaco. A different gasoline —
that forms a dry gas.

Wherever you sce the Texaco Red Star
with the Green T drive in for the new
and better Texaco Gasoline and the
full-bodied Texaco Golden Motor Oil.

THE TEXAS COMPANY
TEXACO PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
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CHRISTMAS PARTY/ANNUAL MEETING
Decenrber 1

About 50 people signed up for the Christmas
party held at TBonz in Augusta on December 1st
with many wearing Model A era attire

The short business meeting included the an-
nouncement of the new officers:

President: Eric Shogren

Vice-Pres: Greg Jones

Secretary: Kathy Poole

Treasurer: Richard Dunevent
National Director: Jim McPherson
At Large: Tom Poole

Past Pres: Gerald Melchiors

* & & O 6 o o

The winner of the Monroe Wade Award was
announced but Larry Komp was not there to ac-
cept the award. It will be presented to Larry at a
regular meeting next year.

As in past years, the most passed around gift of
the Chinese Gift exchange involved blinking lights
— this year on a stuffed reindeer.

THE 2014 MONROE WADE AWARD

This year’s winner of the Monroe Wade award
has been a long-time member of the Shade Tree A’s
and can often be found assisting other members
with their restorations projects: everything from
removing or installing engines, replacing body
parts, sandblasting, welding, and painting to reup-
holstering. This member not only repairs Model A’s
but drives one on a regular basis.

He has participated in National Meets and
membership meetings, helped organize swap meets,
and provided cars for events and displays. His sto-
ries, cartoons, and drawings can be found in old
issues of the newsletter which he once edited.

He has presented technical programs for the
club and is currently restoring a 1930 AA Stake Bed
truck. Also known as Flora’s owner, this year’s
award goes to Larry Komp.

THE AIKEN PARADE
December 14, Aiken SC

Remove ye now our gay apparel, tra la la la la, la la la.
The weather was too warm for Christmas scarves and
gloves during the Aiken Parade but otherwise it was a
perfect day for it. Only 9 of the 12 Model A’s that
arrived for the parade made it to the finish line. Craig
McMullin left almost immediately after arriving at our
designated place, Pat Roberts abandoned her pickup
at our starting point with water pouring out of the
radiator just as we were joining the parade, and Larry
and Cheryl Lamb dropped out of the parade some-
where along the route.
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THE GRANITEVILLE PARADE

December 6, Graniteville SC
Six cars met in the Kalmia Plaza shopping
center in Aiken and traveled together to Granite-
ville for the one-mile-long parade. In spite of the
drizzly weather, the parade route was packed with

THE EDGEFIELD PARADE
December 7, Edgefield SC
Four Model A’s traveled from downtown Ai-
ken to Edgefield where they, including five dog,
represented the Shade Tree A’s and the Aiken
Model A’s in the Edgefield Parade. The weather
was beautiful and the streets crowded with on-
lookers. It was a late-in-the-day parade but we

managed to get back to Aiken before it got too
dark.
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MEMBER PROJECTS
CHARLES HOWELL

Charles Howell shared these photos of his res-
toration project which he began one year ago. He
has “removed, repaired, replaced, repainted, reas-
sembled and restored this vehicle from the tires to
the roof”.

He says it has that new car smell, but the frame,
body, motor, radiator, starter, transmission (gear
box), brakes, wheels, and many other parts are origi-
nal.
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MARC DRIVING AWARDS

PROGRAM
Robbie Jones

Robbie Jones is the MARC Driving Awards
Coordinator for the Shade Tree A's. As a reminder,
if you are a participant in the program, be prepared
to note your mileage as of December 31, 2014 and
provide it to Robbie when requested (after the
first of the new year). If you are a member of
MARC and have never registered for the program
and would like to participate, contact Robbie for a
registration card at the following email address:

drivingawards@shadetreeas.or.

A one-time registration fee of $1.00 is required
and the program is open to all MARC members.
The first award is given at 2,000 miles and every
5,000 miles thereafter. Mileage does not have to be
carned all in one year and can accumulate from
year to year. Additional information on the pro-
gram can be found on the MARC website at:

www.modelaford.org/drivingawards.htm

BREAKFAST BEFORE THE MEETING

For those able to make it, please plan to meet
at the Sunrise Grill on Washington Rd, next to
Kmart at 8:00 am on January 10,

2015 MEETING SCHEDULE DISCUSSION
An open discussion by the STA members will

be held at the meeting on Saturday January 10t to
discuss the meeting schedule for 2015 and will be
followed by vote of the membership during the
February 14t meeting. This two-step process is
intended to ensure as many of the members as
possible have an opportunity to participate in this
decision.

MAFCA & STA DUES

You should have received your MAFCA renew-
al form in the mail by now. It’s green and hard to
ignorel!

Please turn in your MAFCA dues ($40) along
with your Shade Tree A’s dues ($25) to Tom Rob-
erts, Membership Coordinator. The combined dues
may be paid in one check, total $65.00, payable to
the Shade Tree A’s. The club will then send the in-
formation and dues on to MAFCA. Don't forget--
MAFCA membership includes your subscription to
“The Restorer”.

Bring your check and renewal form to the meet-
ing or mail it to:

Tom Roberts

1176 Shaws Fork Road

Aiken SC 29805-8519

SCHWALM'S

BABBITTED BEARINGS
MODEL "A" ENGINE REBUILDING

www.schwalms.com

Mike’s “A” Ford-able Parts it
MikelButcher zke sy

124 Model A Drive, Maysville, GA 30558
email: mike@mikes-afordable.com - www.mikes-afordable.com
Fax: 706 652 2492 - Phone: 706 652 3866
1 888 TRY MIKE (879 6453)

Specialising in 1928 - 1931 Model A Ford Parts
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Copyright @ 1928, 1956, by New Yorker Magazine, Inc.

IVORY SOAP
New Yorker Magazine Aug. 18, 1928

0 M CETOATS TITFLIAT

L]

INDUSTRIAL CRISES
The day a cake of soap sank at Procter & Gamble’s
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6721 MERRIMAN RD. GARDEN CITY. Ml 48135 USA' FOUNDED 1952

IT’s Time To BOOK YOUR ROOM for THE 2015 MARC NATIONAL MEET IN
NiIAGARA FaLLs CANADA. Your HOST 1s THE CANMARC
THIS MEET IS BOUND TO SELL OUT FAST. BELOW WE HAVE LISTED THE 3 HOTELS AND THE
CODE TO USE WHEN BOOKING. KEEP IN MIND THERE ARE “FALLS VIEW” rRooms AND
NON VIEW. PLEASE ALSO VISIT THE WEB SITE FOR MORE INFORMATION.

THeRe ARE 3 HOTELS THAT ALL SHARE THE SAME PARKING LOT
THE ROOM RATES ARE QUOTED IN CANADIAN FUNDS, AND ARE SUBJECT TO A PromoTioN Fee [PF) orF 3.8%
AND BOTH ARE SUBJECT TO 13% HarMmoONIZED SALE TAX.

SHERATON ON THE FALLS (HosrT)
5875 FaLis Avenue, Curron Hiw,
NiaGARA FaLLs, ONTARIO

L2G 3K7

Ciryview $148.95 *

FaLsview $168.95%

CROWNE PLAZA Horer NIAGARA
FALLS / FALLS VIEW

5685 FaLLs AVENUE, (NORTH EAST, UP
THE STREET FROM THE SHERATON ON THE
FaLLs).

NiaGaRrA FaLLs, ONTARIO

L2E6W7

TraoiTioNaL S 128.95 *

Fausview $ 148.95*

(*) AS$9.95 CDN PER NIGHT "RESORT FEE" IS

INCLUDED IN YOUR ROOM RATE.IIY

SKYLINE INN Niacara FaLts

4800 Benoer HiLt, Curron Hiw,
(AROUND THE CORNER, TO THE LEFT, FROM
THE CROWNE PLAazA HOTEL).

Niacara FaLLs, OnTARIO

L2G 3KT Tue "Resonr Fee” 15 NOT mcLuoeo
TraoiTIONAL  [Two Beps] $ 89.00
Famiy Suites [THRee Beps] $ 139.00

Resort Fee (pAY) =  $9.95 AND IT INCLUDES:
- FREE INTERNET ACCESS WITH ENDLESS DEVICES,

- FREE UNLIMITED LONG DISTANCE CALLS FROM YOUR ROOM TO
ANYWHERE IN USA or CANADA,

- FREE UNLIMITED LOCAL CALLS,

- 2 BOTTLES OF COMPLIMENTARY WATER PER DAY,
- COMPLIMENTARY IN-ROOM STARBUCKS COFFEE ANDTAZO
TEAS, - COMPLIMENTARY GLOBE AND IMAIL NEWSPAPERDAILY,
- FREE UNLIMITED ACCESS TO SHERATON Firness CeNTRE BY
Core PERFORMANCE, - FREE PRINTING OF BOARDING PASSES,
- 2 WEGO NiAGARA CITY-WIDE TRANSPORTATION PASSES
(normALLY $14.00 PER PERSON).

CaLL THE HOTEL DIRECTLY AT: 1-800-519-9911 AND REQUEST THE SPECIAL
CONVENTION RATE FOR THE

CanADIAN MoDEL 'A'’
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THE CLASSIFIEDS

HATS FOR SALE

Navy blue Shade Ttee A’s hats for $12.00. See iC jayg,,,
Richard or Frankie.

L INSURANCE

FOR SALE 50 Years Experience
1931 Model A Tudor with the Blue Wheels. Agreed Value Coverage
Excellent mechanical shape, runs and drives Superior Claims Service

well. No rust. Last painted 1952, original uphol-
stery. 4 New tires, not installed, are included.
Leather trunk and rack included. LED turn signals
included.

Alternator installed but have the original gen-
eratot.

Manifold heater. Driven to Cape Hatteras last
year. Previous owner Chris Brown in Jacksonville

Florida. Seller wants $15,000. Sharon Stewart call = | v
or text 912-687-0746. 1109 Medical Center Drive, Building 4
Augusta, Georgia 30919

FOR SALE Phone: 706-792-9292 i &
C PION 3X SPARK PLUGS Fax: 706-792-9250 rgoodson@goldcrosse ms.com

NAPA on Pendleton Street in Aiken ordered
Champion 3X spark plugs for a Model A and they
ended up with 8 more than were ordered: $21.49 SUSAN

each. )
MELOAN

JACKETS, SHIRTS, VESTS & HATS
For Shade Tree A’s Club Members

Digitally Controlled Machine Embroidery Services
803-634-2570 snmeloan@gmail.com




