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Shade Tree A’s Model A Club  

The	Shade	Tree	A’s	Model	A	Club	is	a	non-profit	organization	dedicated	
to	the	preservation	and	the	restoration	of	the	Model	A	Ford	automobile.	
Shade	Tree	A’s	annual	dues	are	only	$25.	Members	are	urged	to	join	the	
Model	A	Ford	Club	of	America	(MAFCA,	$50	annual	dues)	and	the	Model	
A	Restorer’s	Club	(MARC,	$45	annual	dues)	to	enjoy	the	benefits	of	these	
national	organizations	including	their	respective	magazines:	The	Restorer	
(MAFCA)	and	Model	A	News	 (MARC).	The	Shade	Tree	A’s	club	 is	also	a	
member	of	MAFFI,	the	Model	“A”	Ford	Foundation,	Inc.		

	 	
CONTACT	INFORMATION	 ABOUT	THIS	NEWSLETTER	
4424	Reynolds	Street	 ©	2021	Shade	Tree	A’s,	except	as	noted.	
Hephzibah	GA	30815-7909	 Please	contact	Robbie	Jones	at	Newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.org	
Website:	http://www.ShadeTreeAs.org	 concerning	reprinting	of	articles,	illustrations,	or	photos.	
Facebook:	Shade	Tree	A’s	Model	A	Ford	Club	
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OFF	THE	RUNNING	BOARD	
Matt	Barrett	-	President	

	
Greetings	fellow	club	members	🤠 	
 	
I	 spoke	 with	 Ray	 Besch,	 a	 member	 of	 the	
Southside	 Model	 A	 Club	 and	 asked	 him	 if	 he	
would	speak	to	our	club	about	his	Model	A	trip	
to	Alaska.		Ray	has	driven	a	Model	A	in	49	states	
and	 all	 the	 way	 to	 the	 Arctic	 Circle.	 	 He	
graciously	 accepted	 my	 invitation	 to	 be	 our	
quest	 speaker	 in	 January	 or	 February.	 This	
should	 be	 a	 VERY	 interesting	 meeting.	 	 Stay	
tuned	.....	
 	
At	our	next	meeting	on	Monday	October	11th,	
we	will	 be	 treated	 to	 a	 technical	 session	with	
Charlie	Weaver	examining	the	Model	A	steering	
sector	and	Gerald	Melchiors	 tearing	apart	and	
troubleshooting	 a	 Model	 A	 distributor.	 This	
should	be	a	great	meeting	so	don't	be	late!	
 	
Our	 Christmas	 party	 will	 be	 on	 Saturday,	
December	 11th	 at	 Jack	 Sheppard's	 antique	
store.	There	will	be	a	sign-up	sheet	at	our	next	
meeting	 and	 the	 cost	will	 be	 the	 same	 as	 two	
years	ago,	$20.00	each.	 	 It	 is	 always	a	 treat	 to	
share	 Jack's	 hospitality	 with	 our	 group	 at	
Christmas.	 We	 will	 need	 a	 head	 count	 by	 the	
November	meeting	so	check	your	calendars	and	
let's	all	try	to	be	there	and	enjoy	some	Holiday	
cheer	🎄🎅🎄 	
 	
The	Dick	and	Jane	Tour	to	Augusta	was	a	lot	of	
fun.		I	was	at	Ivery's	Restaurant	in	Thomson,	GA	
and	 had	 lunch	 with	 twenty	 Atlanta	 Model	 A	
members.	 	The	rain	slowed	down	the	tour	but	
did	not	damper	our	spirits.	The	next	day,	thank	
the	Lord,	 the	sun	came	out	and	the	Enterprise	
Mill	was	a	lot	more	fun.		I	have	lived	in	Georgia	
my	entire	life	and	had	not	ever	experienced	the	
Augusta	Canal	boat	ride.	Not	only	fun	but	very	
interesting	and	informative.	
 	
	

	
	

	
	
Check	 your	 Emails	 -	 very	 soon	 Charlie	 Weaver	
will	 be	 trying	 to	 get	 a	 garage	 tour	 together.	
Looking	forward	to	this	tour	👍 	
 	
Hope	to	see	you	at	our	next	meeting	😉 	
 	
Your	President,	
Matt	Barrett		
	
	

MEETING	MINUTES	
September	13,	2021	
Richard’s	Garage		

Recorded	by:	Frank	Knapp	–	Secretary	
	

The	monthly	meeting	of	The	Shade	Tree	A’s	was	
held	 September	 13,	 2021	 in	 the	 clubhouse	
meeting	 room	 at	 Richard	 Dunevent’s	 garage.	
President	 Matt	 Barrett	 brought	 the	 meeting	 to	
order	 promptly	 at	 7:00	 P.M.	 with	 a	 warm	
welcome	to	the	nineteen	members	present.	
	
No	mention	of	our	“Name	Tag	Cup”	was	made.	
	
President	 Matt	 entertained	 the	 group	 with	 our	
“Joke	of	the	Month”,	an	oldie	but	a	goodie	about	a	
nun	named	“Fred”.	Quite	humorous!	Thanks	Matt!	
	
Treasurer's	Report:	
Stuart	 Smith	 reported	 activity	 continues	 to	 be	
somewhat	 slow;	 however	 the	 good	 news	 is	 our	
Federal	Tax	Return	has	been	filed	with	no	tax	due!	
Definitely,	welcome	news	to	all.	
																																																																																																																																																																																							
A	motion	was	made	from	the	floor	to	accept	the	
Treasurer's	Report	and	the	July	2021	Minutes	as	
published	 in	 The	 Newsletter.	 That	 motion	
received	a	second	and	passed	by	unanimous	vote.		
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MEETING	MINUTES	
Continued	

	
National	 Director:	 This	 position	 is	 currently	
open.	No	report	was	given.	
	
Newsletter	Editor:				
In	 the	 absence	 of	 our	 Newsletter	 Editor,	 no	
report	was	given.																																																																																																																																																																																																																																													
	
Show	and	tell:	
President	Matt	brought	along	three	interesting	
items	 to	 share.	 An	 original	 pair	 of	 Model	 A	
Pliers,	an	antique	but	possibly	dangerous,	rear	
spring	puller,	and	a	handy	front	end	alignment	
tool.			
																																																																																																																									
Under	Old	Business:		
President	 Matt	 discussed	 plans	 to	 meet	 with	
members	 of	 three	 Atlanta	 clubs	 for	 lunch	 at	
Ivery’s	 restaurant	 in	 Thomson	 on	 Thursday	
September	16th.	Several	STA	members	showed	
interest	in	the	tour,	weather	permitting.	
	
Under	New	Business:	
Matt	informed	the	group	that	Jack	Shepherd	has	
agreed	 to	 host	 our	 Christmas	 Party	 at	 his	
excellent	dinning	facility.	The	date	has	been	set	
for	 December	 11th	 starting	 at	 6:00	 PM.	 Wife	
Saver	 has	 been	 contracted	 to	 cater	 and	
attendees	will	be	charged	$20.00	per	person.	
	
Technical	Program:	
President	 Matt	 announced	 Gerald	 Melchoirs	
will	present	a	Technical	Program	on	the	Model	
A	distributor	at	our	October	meeting.	1	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
In	 lieu	of	our	regular	 technical	program,	Darren	
Riley	gave	a	very	 interesting	 report	of	his	 trials	
and	 tribulations	 after	 traveling	 to	 Annapolis,	
Maryland	 to	 pick	 up	 his	 newly	 purchased	 1930	
Model	 A	 Coupe.	 According	 to	 Darren,	 once	 he	
returned	 home	 he	 discovered	 major	 problems	
with	a	troubled	rear	end.	Luckily,	he	was	able	to	
make	 all	 of	 the	 necessary	 repairs	 and	 gained	 a	
great	deal	of	experience	along	the	way!		
	
There	being	no	further	business,	the	meeting	was	
adjourned	 at	 7:25	 PM.	 No	 refreshments	 were	
provided.	
	
Respectfully	Submitted:	Frank	Knapp,	Secretary	
	
Footnotes:	
1.	 Subsequent	 to	 the	 meeting,	 Charlie	 Weaver	 has	

also	 been	 scheduled	 to	 present	 a	 technical	
program	on	the	Model	A	steering	sector.	

	
 	

MONTHLY	MEETING	TIME	&	LOCATION	
Meetings	 are	 held	 on	 the	 second	 Monday	 of	
each	 month	 at	 Richard	 Dunevent’s	 garage,	
4338	 Owens	 Road,	 Evans,	 Georgia.	 Meetings	
begin	 at	 7:00	 PM	 and	 are	 followed	 by	
refreshments.		
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LOOKING	AHEAD	

 

Club	Calendar	
	

October	
2	 32nd	Oliver	Hardy	Festival,	Harlem,	Georgia,	parade	time	not	yet	announced	
6-9	 AACA	Eastern	Fall	Meet,	Hershey,	PA	
11	 Shade	Tree	A’s	Meeting,	7:00	PM,	Richard’s	garage	(Technical	Program	-	The	Model	A	

Distributor	presented	by	Gerald	Melchiors	and	The	Model	A	Steering	Sector	presented	
by	Charlie	Weaver)	

November	
8	 Shade	Tree	A’s	Meeting,	7:00	PM,	Richard’s	garage	(Technical	Program	-	TBA)	
20	 Pioneer	Day,	Lincoln	County	Historical	Society,	Lincolnton,	Georgia	
December	
11	 Shade	Tree	A's	Christmas	Party	at	Jack	Shepard's,	6:00	PM	
	
	
	
	
Every	Wednesday	at	11:30	
Join	the	Shade	Tree	A's	for	lunch	at	Cicis	Pizza	on	Wheeler	Road	

	
TBA	-	To	Be	Announced	

October	
Refreshments	

	
	
	
	

	
	

Any	volunteers?	

October	
Birthdays	

	
9	 Walker	Mobley	
15	 Skip	Stewart	
18	 William	Gordon	
21	 Sandy	Stewart	
25	 James	Beck	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
	

Shade	Tree	A’s	Member	News	
	
	•	 The	following	Shade	Tree	A's	members	were	recognized	

in	the	September/October	issue	of	The	Restorer	for	
achieving	MAFCA	Membership	Longevity	Milestones:	
	

Richard	Dunevent	-	45	years	
Frank	Knapp	-	30	years	
James	and	Anne	Neely	Beck	-	25	years	
Billy	Garland	-	25	years	

	
Congratulations	to	all!	

	
	
	
	

Send	items	for	Shade	Tree	A’s	Member	News	to:	
newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.org	

	

 
 
 
	 	

Monthly	Technical	Program	
	

Got	an	idea	for	a	technical	program	for	presentation	at	a	monthly	meeting?	
Got	a	topic	you	would	like	discussed	during	a	monthly	technical	program?	

Do	you	want	to	volunteer	to	present	a	technical	program?	
	

If	so,	contact	Dan	Perla	at	vp@ShadeTreeAs.org	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
	2021	Monroe	Wade	Award	

	
Greetings	Shade	Tree	A	members:		
		
It's	 that	 time	 of	 year	 for	 the	 members	 of	 the	
Shade	Tree	A's	 to	make	 their	nominations	 for	
the	Monroe	Wade	Award.	The	Award	 is	 given	
annually	 to	 one	 outstanding	 member	 of	 the	
Shade	 Tree	 A's	 for	 their	 dedication	 to	 the	
club	and	promotes	and	encourages	the	Model	A	
hobby.	 The	 Award	 is	 given	 at	 the	 Christmas	
party	every	year.	Nominations	should	be	in	by	
November	20th	to	give	enough	time	for	making	
of	the	plaque.		
	
As	last	year's	winner	of	the	Award,	it's	my	duty	
to	 join	 the	 previous	 winners	 to	 receive	 the	
nomination	 for	 the	 Award.	 The	 nominations	
should	not	be	 sent	 through	 this	e-mail.	Please	
send	 your	 nominations	 to	 a	 member	 of	 the	
nomination	board.	The	members	of	 the	board	
are:		
Andrew	Morse	706-834-2342	
4morses@comcast.net	
	
Stuart	Smith	706-825-9441	
stuartsmith3535@yahoo.com	
	
Robbie	Jones	706-860-2758	
robandleta@mac.com	
	
Betty	Wade	706-830-0059	
bettywade@comcast.net	
	
As	last	year's	winner	of	the	Monroe	Wade	Award	it	was	a	real	honor	to	receive	the	Award.	Please	take	
time	to	seriously	consider	nominating	one	of	our	outstanding	members	for	this	year's	Award.	I	never	
knew	Monroe	but	it	was	an	honor	to	receive	the	award	in	his	name.	
	
Thank	you	again,	
Andrew	Morse	
Monroe	Wade	Award	Committee	Chairman	 	

Monroe	Wade	and	the		
Shade	Tree	A’s	

	

New	members	might	wonder	who	Monroe	Wade	was.	
Monroe	was	a	man	who	loved	Model	A’s	and	who	loved	
the	 Shade	 Tree	 A’s	 Club!	 A	 man	 you	 could	 ALWAYS	
depend	on	 to	help	 a	 fellow	member	 regardless	 of	 the	
time	or	weather.	Monroe	worked	hard	for	the	Club	and	
you	could	usually	find	him	leading	a	tour	or	carrying	in	
refreshments	 or	 door	 prizes	 that	 he	 had	 talked	 some	
local	business	into	donating.	
	
After	restoring	a	1930		
Tudor	that	had	belonged		
to	his	Mother,	Monroe	
went	on	to	restore	a		
number	of	other	A’s.		
All	of	them	were	award-	
winning	cars!	
	
After	his	death	in	2003,	
his	wife	Betty	and	his		
daughters,	Deborah	and		
Joyce,	have	continued	to		
be	active	in	the	Club	and		
to	drive	Monroe’s	beloved	cars.		
	
Monroe	was	a	great	friend	and	we	miss	his	enthusiasm	
and	his	ability	to	make	a	Model	A	purr	like	a	contented	
kitten.	
	
The	annual	award	is	our	way	of	remembering	Monroe	
and	we	are	delighted	to	have	Betty	and	the	Wade	family	
to	be	active	in	the	Club.	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
	

	

Brand	New	Model	A	Engine	Block	
(The	following	brochure	was	handed	out	at	the	2021	MARC	National	Meet.		

Used	with	permission	of	the	Secrets	Of	Speed	Society,	www.secretsofspeed.com)	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
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RECENT	EVENTS	
		

Southside	A's	Dick	and	Jane	Tour	to		
Augusta,	Georgia	and	Aiken,	South	Carolina	

(Photos	by	Matt	Barrett)	
	
The	Southside	A's	were	in	town	recently	and	several	Shade	Tree	A's	members	joined	them	on	several	
of	their	activities.	Some	of	the	activities	and	places	visited	included	the	Augusta	Canal	boat	tour,	the	
Enterprise	Mill	and	lunch	at	Ivery's	Restaurant	in	Thomson.	
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RECENT	EVENTS	
		

Southside	A's	Dick	and	Jane	Tour	to		
Augusta,	Georgia	and	Aiken,	South	Carolina	

(Continued)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	



Shade Tree A’s Newsletter 
October	2021	 Volume	48	 Number	10	
	
 

Page	14	

RECENT	EVENTS	
		

Southside	A's	Dick	and	Jane	Tour	to		
Augusta,	Georgia	and	Aiken,	South	Carolina	

(Continued)	
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THE	SHADE	TREE	A’S	–	THIRTY	YEARS	AGO	
	 	

The	1985-2005	Shade	Tree	A’s	Newsletters	are	now	available	on	the	
Shade	Tree	A’s	website.		They	can	be	accessed	via	the	same	“button"	
as	the	other	Newsletters,	but	they	are	password	protected.	The	same	
password	used	 to	access	 the	member	 roster	 is	used	 to	access	 the	
Newsletters.	Thank	you	Dan	Perla	for	scanning	these	and	posting	on	
the	website.	
	
	

	
The	 October	 1991	 issue	 of	 the	 Shade	 Tree	 A's	
Newsletter	reported	on	a	very	large	turnout	for	
the	September	1991	meeting	of	the	Shade	Tree	
A's.	Apparently	there	was	a	lot	of	interest	in	Bill	
Watkins'	1910	Stanley	Steamer.	The	group	was	
so	large	the	meeting	had	to	be	held	outside.	
	
The	MAFCA	national	meet	was	also	discussed	at	
the	 meeting.	 The	 upcoming	 meeting	 was	
particularly	interesting	since	it	was	close	enough	
to	 easily	 attend,	 being	 held	 in	 Gatlinburg,	
Tennessee.	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 national	 meet,	
other	 upcoming	 events	 included	 the	
Summerville	 parade,	 the	 Oliver	 and	 Hardy	
Festival	 and	 parade	 and	 Wings	 and	 Wheels	
motor	fair	at	the	Atlanta	Motor	Speedway.	
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JUST	FOR	FUN	
		

Can you find 
the five things 

that are different 
in these photos?

1.Radiator cap changed.
2.License Number different.
3.Electric line in upper right removed.
4.Side view mirror missing.
5.Airplane missing from shirt.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Thanks to Sharon Davis for sending this photo in



Shade Tree A’s Newsletter 
October	2021	 Volume	48	 Number	10	
	
 

Page	17	

TECHNICAL	TOPICS	
		

	 	

Exercise Mats for Comfort

I picked up a set of  6 foam exercise mats, about ½” thick and 2 feet square, at a yard 

sale a few months ago. I think I paid about $5 for them.  They have interlocking edges 

that allow you to join them to make larger mats.

These things have proven to be wonderful to sit on or kneel on, any time I need to work 

on something low on the car.  I will join 2 or 3 of  them and lay under the car on them.  

They are also very comfortable to stand on in front of  a work bench.

I hI have seen these mats sold in a set of  6 on Amazon and similar places for about $25.  

They are also sold in ¾” and 1” thicknesses.  If  you can’t find them easily near you at a 

yard sale, that is another option.  Either way, they are well worth having on hand.  

Be comfortable! Have a Model A Day!  Jim

by Jim Cannon
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Member	Advertisements	
Deadline	for	submittal	–	20th	of	the	month	–	Send	submittals	to	newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.org	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Paid	Advertisements	
SHADE	TREE	A’S	NEWSLETTER	SPONSORS	

Our	thanks	to	the	following	sponsors!	Their	generosity	supports	this	Newsletter	and	the	
Shade	Tree	A's!	Please	remember	these	folks	when	you	need	a	service	they	offer.	And	

please,	tell	them	you	appreciate	their	support	of	our	Club!	 	
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