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Shade Tree A’s Model A Club  

The	Shade	Tree	A’s	Model	A	Club	is	a	non-profit	organization	dedicated	to	
the	preservation	and	the	restoration	of	the	Model	A	Ford	automobile.	Shade	
Tree	A’s	annual	dues	are	only	$25.	Members	are	urged	to	join	the	Model	A	
Ford	Club	of	America	 (www.mafca.com)	and	the	Model	A	Restorer’s	Club	
(www.model-a-ford.org)	 to	 enjoy	 the	 benefits	 of	 these	 national	
organizations	 including	their	 respective	magazines:	The	Restorer	 (MAFCA)	
and	Model	A	News	 (MARC).	The	Shade	Tree	A’s	club	 is	also	a	member	of	
MAFFI,	the	Model	“A”	Ford	Foundation,	Inc.		
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On	the	Front	Cover	
Matt	Barrett's	Tudor	gets	checked	over	by	Shade	Tree	
A's	 members	 for	 proper	 taillight	 and	 headlight	
operation	in	preparation	for	an	upcoming	wedding.	
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OFF	THE	RUNNING	BOARD	
Jim	McPherson	-	President	

	
Many	 of	 us	 have	 read	 of	 antique	 car	 or	 car	
collections	being	involved	in	a	devastating	fire.	
Club	member	Henry	 Jones	experienced	 such	a	
fire	 and	 showed	 and	 told	 us	 of	 the	 long	 term	
effects	such	a	fire	has,	and	his	efforts	to	correct	
the	 damage	 done.	We	 held	 our	 last	 Technical	
Session	 for	 2022	 at	 Richard's	 garage	 (See	
photos	 from	 the	 Tech	 Session	 later	 in	 the	
Newsletter,	 Ed.).	 Several	 members,	 led	 by	
Robbie	 Jones	 evaluated,	 and	 attempted	 to	
correct,	 an	 electrical	 issue	 with	 the	 lights	 on	
Matt	Barrett's	1930	Tudor	Sedan.	Robbie	Jones	
was	able	to	correct	the	electrical	problem	while	
manually	 holding	 the	 light	 switch.	 However,	
Robbie	was	unwilling	 to	 ride	on	Matt's	 fender	
that	 night	 while	 Matt	 drove	 a	 wedding	 party.	
Another	group	of	members	were	evaluating	the	
rough	 running	 issue	 with	 Kathy	 Poole's	 1930	
Coupe.	We	may	well	see	this	car	in	a	future	Tech	
Session.	
	
As	another	year	comes	to	an	end	for	the	Shade	
Tree	A's,	I	would	like	to	thank	outgoing	officers	
for	their	support	during	2022.	John	Neumar	as	
Vice-President,	 and	 Dan	 Perla	 and	 Darrell	
Hendrson	 as	 Board	 members.	 Your	 help	 and	
assistance	 was	 instrumental	 in	 providing	
excellent	programs	and	Tech	Sessions	this	year.	
	
I	 would	 like	 to	 congratulate	 Robbie	 Jones	 on	
being	 awarded	 the	 Model	 A	 Ford	 Club	 of	
America's	Newsletter	of	 the	Year	 for	2022,	 an	
award	well	deserved.	It	is	especially	rewarding	
when	others	recognize	the	time	and	effort	put	
into	our	Newsletter.	
	
A	 warm	 welcome	 to	 new	 members	 Bob	 and	
Sandy	 Reis.	 They	 own	 a	 1929	 Leatherback	
Fordor	Sedan	and	a	1929	Van.	
	
	
	

	
I	hope	to	see	each	of	you	at	our	Christmas	Party	
December	3rd.	It	will	be	a	very	special	occasion.	
And	at	our	annual	New	Year's	Day	Breakfast	at	the	
Cracker	Barrel	Restaurant	(on	I-20)	at	8	o'clock.	
	
	

MEETING	MINUTES	
November	14,	2022	
Richard’s	Garage 	

Respectfully	submitted:	Frank	Knapp	–	Secretary	
	
The	monthly	meeting	of	The	Shade	Tree	A’s	was	
held	 November	 14,	 2022	 in	 the	 clubhouse	
meeting	 room	 at	 Richard	 Dunevent’s	 garage.																															
President	Jim	McPherson	brought	the	meeting	to	
order	 at	 6:58	 PM	 and	 welcomed	 the	 thirty-one	
members	and	guests	in	attendance.	John	Neumar	
introduced	 Brandon	 Carter	 who	 is	 currently	
looking	to	buy	his	first	Model	A.	On	their	second	
visit,	 Robert	 and	 Sandra	Reis	 became	our	 latest	
new	members.	Welcome	guys!	
	
Matt	Barrett	offered	our	“Joke	of	the	Month”.	
	
Vice	President:		
John	 Neumar	 reminded	 the	 group	 of	 our	
upcoming	Christmas	party.	
	
Treasurer:	
Stuart	 Smith	 reported	 only	 two	 checks	 were	
written	last	month	to	cover	our	recent	Swap	Meet	
and	 Saturday	 Tech	 Session	 expenses.	 According	
to	Stuart,	member	dues	are	starting	to	drift	in	but	
should	pick	up	as	the	month	progresses.	A	motion	
was	made	 from	 the	 floor	 to	 accept	 the	 October	
Minutes	and	the	Treasurer's	Report.	That	motion	
received	a	second	and	was	passed	by	unanimous	
vote.		
	
National	Director:																																																																																																					
No	report	was	given.	

	
Continued	on	next	page	 	
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MEETING	MINUTES	
Continued	

	
Newsletter	Editor:																																																																																																				
Robbie	 Jones	 provided	 a	 magazine	 that	
everyone	 found	 very	 interesting.	 Ragtops	 and	
Running	Boards	is	a	bimonthly	publication	that	
lists	 Car	 Show	 dates	 and	 locations	 across	 the	
Southeast.	Very	informative!		
	
Show	&	Tell:							
Darrell	 Henderson	
brought	 along	 a	
1910	 four	cylinder	
hand	 crank	 tire	
pump	made	by	The	
Hawthorne	
Manufacturing	
Company	 that	 a	 friend	 gave	 him	 from	his	 late	
father’s	 collection.	 Unfortunately,	 the	 hand	

crank	 was	 missing,	
however,	 Darrell	
had	 no	 problem	
duplicating	 the	
original	 handle	 as	
well	 as	 building	 an	
impressive	 display	
for	 demonstration.	
Definitely	 a	 very	
interesting	 find.	
Thanks	Darrell!							

	
Tour	Director:				
Charlie	Weaver	had	nothing	new	to	report.																																																																																																
	
Old	Business:																																																																																														
Andy	Morse	gave	a	report	on	our	recent	Swap	
Meet	held	at	his	shop	on	Saturday,	October	22nd.	
According	 to	 Andy,	 eleven	 vendors	 arrived	 to	
serve	 shoppers	 from	 several	 surrounding	
states.	Plans	are	already	 in	 the	works	 for	next	
year	which	will	include	three	swap	meets.	The		
Old	96	District	Model	A	Club	in	Greenwood,	SC	
to	hold	theirs	in	the	spring,	The	Palmetto	A’s	at	
Smith	&	Jones	in	summer	and	STA’s	in	the	fall.	

	
Once	again	President	Jim	reminded	the	group	our	
2023	 dues	 are	 payable	 no	 later	 than	 December	
31st.	 He	 also	 urged	 all	 who	 plan	 to	 attend	 the	
Christmas	Party	to	contact	Dan	Perla	ASAP.	Matt	
Barrett	announced	we	will	have	live	music	at	this	
year’s	party.		A	small	group	of	musicians	from	the	
Greenbrier	 High	 School	 Band	 will	 provide	
entertainment	 playing	 those	 familiar	 Christmas	
Carols	during	the	first	hour.	
	
New	Business:		
President	 Jim	announced	Robbie	 Jones	has	won	
the	 MAFCA	 “Newsletter	 of	 the	 Year”	 award	 for	
2022.	 Everyone	 agreed	 Robbie	 has	 done	 a	
fantastic	job	publishing	our	newsletter	and	is	well	
deserving	of	this	prestigious	award.		
Congratulations	Robbie!	
																																																																																																																											
Technical	Program:		
All	eyes	were	on	Henry	Smith	as	he	recalled	a	fire	
that	 damaged	 his	 1973	 Ford/Howe	 fire	 engine	
last	 year.	Unfortunately,	 another	 vehicle	 parked	
alongside	his	caught	fire	causing	extensive	smoke	
damage.	Quite	an	interesting	presentation	which	
included	 pictures	 of	 “before”	 and	 “after”	 the	
damage.	Henry	and	his	crew	worked	diligently	for	
weeks	scrubbing	and	polishing.	Thankfully,	their	
hard	work	paid	off	and	the	old	engine	looked	as	
good	as	new.	Very	interesting!	Thanks	Henry!	
	
There	being	no	further	business,	the	meeting	was	
adjourned	 at	 7:43	 P.M.	 after	 which	 the	 group	
enjoyed	a	“Build	Your	Own	Taco”	buffet	provided	
by	Darren	and	Pat	Riley,	and	Kenny	Adkins.	Well	
done,	Thanks	guys!	
	
 	

MONTHLY	MEETING	TIME	&	LOCATION	
Meetings	are	held	on	the	second	Monday	of	each	
month	 at	 Richard	 Dunevent’s	 garage,	 4338	
Owens	Road,	Evans,	Georgia.	Meetings	begin	at	
7:00	PM	and	are	followed	by	refreshments.		
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CLUB	CALENDAR	

 

Shade	Tree	A's	Events	
December	
3	 Shade	Tree	A’s	Christmas	Party	at	Jack	Shepard's,	6:00	PM,	catered	by	Wife	Saver,	Dan	

Perla	is	accepting	reservations	and	$20	payment	per	person	at	the	Club	meeting	or	by	
mail	(454	Fulcher	Dr.,	Martinez,	GA	30907-8766).	

January	2023	
1	 Shade	Tree	A's	New	Year’s	Day	breakfast,	Cracker	Barrel	at	I-20	and	Belair	Road	
9	 Shade	Tree	A’s	Meeting,	7:00	PM,	Richard’s	garage	(Technical	Program	-	TBA)	

February	2023	
1	 Shade	Tree	A's	New	Year’s	Day	breakfast,	Cracker	Barrel	at	I-20	and	Belair	Road	
9	 Shade	Tree	A’s	Meeting,	7:00	PM,	Richard’s	garage	(Technical	Program	-	TBA)	
	
	
	
	

Every	Wednesday	at	11:30	
Join	the	Shade	Tree	A's	for	lunch	at	Cicis	Pizza	on	Wheeler	Road	

	
	

TBA	-	To	Be	Announced	

Other	Events	of	Interest	
December	
5-8	 2022	Model	A	Ford	Club	of	America	National	Awards	Banquet,	Golden,	CO	

January	2023	
14		 38th	Annual	Model	A	Winter	Swap	Meet,	Shepherdsville,	KY	
26-28		 AACA	Winter	National	Meet,	Miami,	FL	

April	2023	
13-15		 Charlotte	Autofair,	Charlotte,	NC	
13-15		 AACA	Southeastern	Spring	National	Meet,	Charlotte.	NC	
14-15	 Old	96	District	Model	A	Club	Swap	Meet,	Greenwood,	SC	

May	2023	
18-20		 AACA	Eastern	Spring	National	Meet,	Gettysburg,	PA	
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Shade	Tree	A’s	Member	
News	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Send	items	for	Shade	Tree	A’s	Member	News	to:	

newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.org	
	

 
 
 
	 	

Refreshment	
Schedule	

	
	
	
	
December	
No	Refreshments	-	Christmas	Party	
January	2023	
Jim	and	Sheila	McPherson,	Dan	Perla	
February	2023	
Volunteers	needed	

December	
Birthdays	

	
1	 Robbie	Jones	
7	 Tonya	Gordon	
7	 Joe	Holley	
8	 Charles	Weaver	Sr.	
11	 Kenny	Adkins	
13	 Richard	Dunevent	
16	 Frank	Knapp	
17	 Eric	Shogren	
27	 Phyllis	Collier	
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Shade Tree A's Christmas Party 
December	3,	2022	at	6:00	PM	

Hopefully	you've	made	your	reservations	for	the	Shade	Tree	A's	Christmas	Party.	This	year's	party	will	
once	again	be	at	Jack	Sheppard's	Country	Store,	539	Chamblin	Road,	Grovetown,	Georgia	
	
If	you've	never	been	to	Jack's,	his	place	is	a	real	treat	and	a	great	place	for	our	Christmas	Party.	
	
The	Christmas	party	is	early	this	year,	December	3rd.		Submit	your	payment	to	Dan	Perla.		PLEASE	pay	
with	either	correct	bills	or	preferably	by	check.		The	cost	is	still	$20	per	person.		If	you	wait	till	the	night	
of	the	party,	you	must	pay	with	correct	bills	or	check.		Make	checks	out	to	the	SHADE	TREE	A’s.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Shade	Tree	A's	Member	Dues	
	

Shade	Tree	A's	member	dues	for	2023	are	due	by	the	end	of	the	year.	Please	see	the	Club	Secretary,	
Stuart	Smith	to	make	your	payment.	Checks	or	exact	cash	with	your	name	attached	are	appreciated.	 	
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November 2022 
 

 
 
 
 

 
As we enter the Fall Season of the year the weather is changing, It is time to think 

about others. It is a time for holiday festivities and gathering. This is also a time to reach out 
to the less fortunate around us. In our area, holiday meals are served to the less fortunate 
and many of the clubs are working on projects to gather warm clothing. Others are 
collecting toys to brighten the holidays for children. I would hope that our chapters would 
be involved in these community projects.  

I would like to call your attention to MAFCA’s social media efforts this year. Our 
Facebook group has gained 10K members. Michael Eisenbise and Melanie Whittington 
have spent countless hours to keep our page a safe and fun place to visit. One of our goals 
has been to welcome anyone who has an interest in the Model A Ford. Rick Black has 
continued to administer our wonderful website where you can keep up on the daily activities 
of the club. It has been a big job and our readership continues to grow. Terry Whittington, 
our Constant Contact Editor assumed the duties this year and has brought some innovative 
ideas to these monthly newsletters. If you are not receiving the monthly edition of the 
Flying Quail, please send an email to Flyingquail@yahoo.com.   

My number one goal for this year was to grow MAFCA. I am happy to say that our 
membership has grown from last year, It is often said that our hobby is dying, I am here to 
tell you that the Model A Ford hobby is alive and well. We are seeing new members join 
every day. I realize that some of our chapters are having their problems. The best way to 
build the club and your chapter is to be sure your meetings are well structured with an 
agenda, a program, a raffle and of course, refreshments. When your members have fun at 
meetings, they will want to become more involved and come back. A quality newsletter is 
another thing that will strengthen your chapter. This communication tool is the lifeblood of 
an active club.  

Our MAFCA Store, www.mafca.com. has introduced several exciting new products 
this year. Our latest edition in the “How to Restore your Model A series is Volume 10. I 
believe it to be our finest publication to date. We have also added a new, high-quality 
baseball cap in Navy Blue, and two new Christmas Cards featuring a Budd Cab Truck and a 
Phaeton. Proceeds from sales help to offset the costs of running the club. I hope you will 
continue to support the club and make some of your holiday purchases here.  

  
Wishing you all a happy holiday season   
Happy Motoring, 
Jay  McCord 
president@mafca.com.  
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How	the	1928-1931	Model	A	Ford		
Started	the	Entire	Auto	Restoration	Hobby	

Story	by	Robbie	Jones	
	
A	recent	article	by	Hemmings	(see	the	link	at	the	end	
of	this	article)	discussed	the	impact	the	Model	A	Ford	
had	on	automotive	restoration	in	the	post-World	War	
II	period	in	the	United	States.	According	to	the	article,	
auto	restoration	has	antecedents	in	the	pre-World	War	
II	era,	but	is	most	strongly	associated	with	the	postwar	
period.	Brass	car	enthusiasts	were	already	preserving	
and	fixing	those	machines	by	the	late	‘30s,	but	the	first	
thing	that	most	would	recognize	as	the	hobby/industry	
of	 today	 really	 springs	 out	 of	 the	 post-war	 do	 it	
yourself	movement	centered	on	the	1928-1931	Model	
A	Ford.	According	to	the	article,	there	are	a	variety	of	
reasons	for	the	Model	A's	popularity	during	the	postwar	period:	

• the	Model	A	was	a	sensation	when	it	first	came	out	in	late	1927	
• a	 generation	 of	 kids	 grew	up	watching	 the	 cars	 being	 held	 together	 by	 resilient	 adults	who	

learned	mechanical	skills	in	the	heavily	mechanized	Second	World	War		
• the	abundance	of	Model	A's	as	used	cars	

	
The	 article	 states	 "the	 historical	 and	 continued	 popularity	 of	 the	 Ford	 Model	 A	 translates	 to	 an	
extremely	robust	and	complete	aftermarket	supporting	these	cars	on	the	eve	of	their	centennial.	Even	
in	 as-delivered	 form,	 the	 Ford	 Model	 A	 remains	 an	 eminently	 driveable	 car.	 Married	 with	 some	
improvements	developed	when	it	was	nearly	new,	it	can	traverse	virtually	any	21st	century	road	with	
ease."		
	
The	entire	article	can	be	viewed	at	the	following	web	address:	
	

https://www.hemmings.com/stories/model-a-starts-restoration-hobby/	
	

Asbestos	Exposure	
	
As	you	probably	already	know,	working	on	automobiles	may	expose	you	to	asbestos.	The	 following	
website	 contains	 information	 on	 exposure	 from	 automotive	 sources	 such	 as	 brakes,	 clutches	 and	
gaskets.	Take	the	time	to	explore	this	information	and	take	precautions	to	protect	your	health.	
	

https://www.asbestos.com/exposure/automobiles/	
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How the 1928-1931 Ford Model A started the entire auto
restoration hobby

It's the car that put a wrench in many a young enthusiast's hands

11/22/2022
by David Conwill

Hemmings file photo.

! " # $Comments: 4

Like a lot of things, auto restoration has antecedents in the pre-World War II
era, but is most strongly associated with the postwar period. Brass car
enthusiasts were already preserving and fixing those machines by the late ‘30s,
but the first thing that most would recognize as the hobby/industry of today
really springs out of the post-war DIY movement centered on the 1928-1931
Ford Model A.

Why the Model A? Well, a bunch of reasons…

Background on the A as a new car

Like the early Mustang, the Model A was a sensation when it first came out in
late 1927, and Ford was hard pressed to keep up with the demand. From an
engineering standpoint, it was strictly evolutionary, not revolutionary: The
chassis, based on transverse leaf springs and solid axles front and rear, was
very much like that of the 1909-’27 Ford Model T but with the addition of shock
absorbers and front brakes.

Stylistically, the new Ford was patterned after the Lincoln Model L, though
today both cars are often confused with the Model T because the subtleties of
styling evolution in the late-‘20s/early-‘30s have been lost to the non-
enthusiast public over the decades. Regardless, what was perceived as a
handsome car in 1929 has endured as a period icon to later generations. It’s
also more welcoming to most drivers compared with a Model T, both for the
improved chassis and the seemingly more familiar three-speed, floor-shift
gearbox—virtually the industry standard by then, though Ford had clung to a
1900s-tech two-speed planetary transmission through the end of Model T
production.

To rectify the various perceived shortcomings of the Model T, a huge
aftermarket industry had grown up around Ford in the 1910s and ‘20s. It turned
its attention to the Model A immediately, though those attentions were severely
interrupted by the October 1929 stock market crash (right about the time 1930
Fords arrived in the showroom) and the ensuing Great Depression. The resulting
products were memorable, as they were intended to improve upon an already
excellent, 40 hp car rather than bring a 20 hp 1909 car up to the present
standard, and have been intermittently produced up to the present day.

Influence of the A as a used car

Basic, stock Fords proved their durability in the Great Depression, and well-
used examples are frequently seen in period photographic e!orts by the Farm
Security Administration, a New Deal Agency that employed many talented
photographers to document the plight of rural immigrant families fleeing the
Dust Bowl. While the Joad family may have driven a Hudson Super Six in The
Grapes of Wrath, far more itinerant working families traveled the U.S.A. in
Model A's held together by optimism and ingenuity.

A generation of kids who grew up watching those cars held together by resilient
adults brought the learned mechanical skills into the heavily mechanized
Second World War, where engine repair was as critical as gunsmithing for
ground, naval, and air forces. Not a few of those veterans returned to the
inflationary postwar world and elected to rebuild a Model A rather than get on
a waiting list for a new car. Those hot rodded A's played on a family similarity
with Ford parts right up through 1948, plus a pre-war interest in making them
go faster, that o!ered relatively straightforward conversions of Model A's to
incorporate things like hydraulic brakes, 16-inch wheels and tires, synchronized
transmissions, and even conversions to the Ford and Mercury flathead V-8
engine.

While hot rodding, as it became known, predated World War II, simply keeping
the well-engineered Model A on the road as stock transportation, perhaps
slightly improved for road readiness (what became later on known as “touring”
as A's ceased to be used as daily transportation), spawned the restoration
hobby in the 1950s. Hemmings itself began as Hemmings Motor News out of
the back room of Ernest Hemmings's parts store in Quincy, Illinois, where he
perceived that a demand for Model A parts (plus any other old car parts folks
felt like trading) would justify a classified-ad circular.

The Model A as the underpinning of auto restoration as a
hobby/industry

Hemmings was correct and the Model A remains a huge part of the hobby to
this day. Prices for complete cars fluctuate, and attrition has whittled down the
original population of 4 million considerably, yet availability remains high and
there are plenty of opportunities to drive and socialize with other Model A
owners.

Further, Model A ownership provides entry into other, multi-car opportunities.
The exceptionally nice or interesting examples of the ’28-’31 Ford that get
invited to the Henry Ford’s Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan, each
summer for Old Car Festival, for example, get to (figuratively) rub fenders with
everything from horseless carriages to Duesenbergs. Hopped-up A's have also
been a staple of events like The Race of Gentlemen, which celebrate the DIY
car-modification attitude of the immediate pre- and post-WWII years.

The historical and continued popularity of the Ford Model A translates to an
extremely robust and complete aftermarket supporting these cars on the eve of
their centennial. Even in as-delivered form, the Ford Model A remains an
eminently driveable car. Married with some improvements developed when it
was nearly new, it can traverse virtually any 21st century road with ease.

Next Up
The Model A Ford Museum At Gilmore Tells The Tale Of Henry's Lady ... ›

Ford Model As For Sale | Hemmings ›

Discover MoreRELATED ARTICLES AROUND THE WEB
The 1928 Ford Model A ›

Ford Model A (1927–1931) - Wikipedia ›

What started out as a handsome new car for the masses finished its run as a quality, less-
ostentatious, more-a!ordable car for middle- and upper-class folks who found themselves both
strapped for cash themselves and wishing to avoid conspicuous consumption. 

Image via lov2xlr8

From student jalopies like this phaeton seen at the University of North Carolina back in 1940 to the
speedy roadsters of the dry lakes and circle tracks, the Ford Model A proved to be a durable and
enjoyable used car that remained viable as everyday transportation right through the early ‘50s.

Photo courtesy Library of Congress

Thanks to the longstanding interest in the Model A, it has only gotten easier to restore a car like
Bruce LeFebvre’s Bonnie Gray and Chelsea Blue 1929 Model A Standard Coupe, which started out as
the rehabilitation of an earlier, more amateur e!ort.

Hemmings file photo

HOT ROD BBQ

Old or new four-wheel-drive systems - which is
better?

RESTORATIONS

This '69 Chevrolet Camaro SS/RS convertible
reemerged for a restoration re-do

FIND OF THE DAY

Hemmings Find of the Day: Black Friday and Cyber
Monday deals on Hemmings merchandise and ads

COLLECTOR CAR VALUES

Is now the time to buy a Ford Bronco II before
values skyrocket?

RELATED VEHICLES

Restored 1930 Ford
Model A Deluxe…
CoupeCURRENT BID

$5,000

Restored 1929 Ford
Model A Pickup

CURRENT BID

$20,250

1931 Ford Model A
Deluxe Roadster…
With Upgrades for
Style and Drivability
CURRENT BID

$10,550

1929 Ford Model A
Truck

PRICE

$20,000

Restored 1929 Ford
Model A Three-…
Window Fordor
Sedan With a
Modern Five-Speed

CURRENT BID

$14,000

1930 Ford Model A

PRICE

$38,000

Restored in 2004:
1929 Ford Model A…
Special CoupeCURRENT BID

$12,500

1928 Ford Model A
Roadster With a…
Modern DrivetrainCURRENT BID

$11,500

ADVERTISEMENT

Show Comments

Search for vehicles, parts, services, articles... Search

ENDS IN

5 days
ENDS IN

6 days

OFFERS

3
OFFERS

3

OFFERS

3

ENDS IN

147 days

OFFERS

2
OFFERS

2

Want daily updates on Hemmings Auctions? Get the Email
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RECENT	EVENTS	
	Shade	Tree	A's	Technical	Session	-	November	12,	2022		

Photos	by	Robbie	Jones	except	as	noted	
	
	 	

Every	Shade	Tree	A's	gathering	involves	food;	this	Technical	Session	was	no	exception!	Sheila	
McPherson	prepared	hamburgers,	hot	dogs	and	the	usual	fixins	for	all.	Thanks	Sheila!	

Matt	Barrett's	car	gets	the	workover	in	preparation	for	a	
nighttime	wedding	drive.		

Robbie	Jones	accepts	the	MAFCA	
Newsletter	of	the	Year	Award	from	
Club	President	Jim	McPherson.	
Photo	by	Stuart	Smith		
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MODEL	A	ERA	FASHION	AND	STYLE	
	

	 	Ladies Casual and Outdoor Wear in the Model A Era 
by Melanie G. Whittington, Almost Heaven A’s 

 

Ladies Casual and Outdoor Wear www.mafca.org September 2022 

 

The fun of dressing for the Model A era doesn’t always have to 
involve evening gowns with lots of jewelry, matching shoes and 
purse. We sometimes forget there are many options to consider 
when dressing for the era. This article is going to focus on what 
to wear when outdoors. Our mothers, grandmothers and g-
grandmothers were tending the garden, hiking, camping and a 
variety of other activities which took them outside. Think back 
to the people in your family who were around in 1928-31. If you 
are lucky enough to have pictures, they are a great reference for 
your research on what to wear with your Model A. 

Ladies who lived out in the country 
would spend a considerable amount 
of time outside hanging up laundry 
and working in the garden. These 
activities were a necessity and kept 
their family fed and clothed. A 
cotton housedress and apron are a 
staple to start a wardrobe which 
focuses on comfort and utility. These dresses could also be worn on a  picnic 
or a trip into town. Work-weight hosiery were commonly worn with these 
house dresses. These stockings would be heavier cotton, wool or silk, worn 
with a low-heeled leather shoe.  

A dress I never knew existed in our era is the house frock with a divided skirt. 
Though we rarely hear about it, it was common enough to be included in the 
catalogues of the day, such as Sears, Montgomery Ward and National Bellas 
Hess. These dresses used a skirt with a seam in the middle to 
turn them into wide-legged pants. This gave the feminine 

look of a skirt, but the practicality of a pair of trousers. These dresses were made of 
printed cotton. The ad says, “for use around the house or to the market”. This shows 
these were considered appropriate to be worn outside of the home.  

Another option is bib overalls with a mannish long-sleeved, button up shirt with oxford 
style shoes, boots or even barefoot. This may have been reserved for very rural areas 
and not necessarily seen if you ‘went into town’, but it is still an option to wear while 
enjoying your Model A. This is also a great alternative for children and young girls with a 
short-sleeved cotton shirt. A dark wash blue jean fabric is what we usually think of, but 
they came in lighter blue, dark blue with white stripes, white (for painters) and various 
other colors. The fabric was usually heavy-duty denim or a duck/canvas to withstand the 
rigors of working or playing outside. 

 

Figure 1:National Bellas Hess, Spring and 
Summer 1931 

Figure 2: National Bellas Hess 
Co. Autumn 1931, Winter 
1931-32 

Figure 3: late 
1920's, girl in bib 
overalls 
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MODEL	A	ERA	FASHION	AND	STYLE	
	
	
	 	

Ladies Casual and Outdoor Wear in the Model A Era 
by Melanie G. Whittington, Almost Heaven A’s 

 

Ladies Casual and Outdoor Wear www.mafca.org September 2022 

Camping with portable campers, pulled 
behind an automobile, became popular 
after the turn of the century. Ladies took 
to wearing knickers and jodhpurs for 
ease of movement and modesty as they 
camped, cooked and hiked across the 
country. These could be made of wool 
tweed, half wool tweed, cotton tweed, 
corduroy, whipcord, linen, or khaki. 
“Practically all the world wears the 
Knicker nowadays”: Montgomery Ward 
and Co. Spring and Summer 1928. 

 

In pictures of the Model A era, you will see lots of 
ladies in tall leather boots. Red Wing introduced their first ladies’ 
hiking boot, the Gloria, in 1926, complete with a ‘compact pocket’ 
to keep your powder compact safe. Pictured is one of the original 
ads for the same boot. Red Wing is reintroducing this boot as part 
of their Heritage Collection and can be purchased today. Also 
available were canvas shoes similar to today’s Keds. In the 1931 
Montgomery Ward’s catalogue, they are available in brown, black or white canvas. 

 

Wool or leather leggings, known as puttees, were used and had been since WWI by the American and 
Allied troops. Originals are getting harder to come by, but reproduction puttees are still available. Puttees 

could be used with short boots or oxford style shoes. Pictured is an ad referencing 
‘Uncle Sam’s Wrap Style’. “Regulation army style wrap or spiral puttees, same style as 
worn by U.S. solders. Made of olive drab cloth. Worn by men, women, boys and girls.” 
Also pictured, is me in one of 
my favorite hiking outfits 
using reproduction puttees. 
This is one of the most 
comfortable outfits I have for 

the Model A era. I have tall 
cotton socks under the leg 
wraps, no garters needed, an 
era image cotton button up 

shirt, a vintage scarf and vintage brown velvet 
beret. If it’s cold you can wear cotton or wool long underwear, which can be purchased from stores like 
Tractor Supply or Vermont Country Store.  

  

Figure 7: Sears, 
Roebuck and Co., 
Fall and Winter 
1931-32 

Figure 6: 
Montgomery 
Ward 1931 

Figure 5: Charles Williams Stores, 1928 

Figure 4:late 1920s, lady camping 
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MODEL	A	ERA	FASHION	AND	STYLE	
	 	

Ladies Casual and Outdoor Wear in the Model A Era 
by Melanie G. Whittington, Almost Heaven A’s 

 

Ladies Casual and Outdoor Wear www.mafca.org September 2022 

It is easy to get caught up in the belief Hollywood glam was what everyone was wearing and Flappers 
roamed the streets of every city and town. Just like now, everyday people do not go to the store or work 
around the house dressed like celebrities. Even on the occasions they did dress up, it was likely never to 
the extent of what was seen on the silver screen.  

There are so many options, you don’t have to be uncomfortable, or spend a fortune. My words of advice 
are to enjoy yourself and find a part of the era fashion you enjoy, and wear it.  

 
Figure 8: late 1920s 

 

# # # # # # # 
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THE	SHADE	TREE	A’S	–	THIRTY	YEARS	AGO		
	

	
The	1985-2005	Shade	Tree	A’s	Newsletters	are	now	available	on	the	
Shade	Tree	A’s	website.		They	can	be	accessed	via	the	same	“button"	
as	the	other	Newsletters,	but	they	are	password	protected.	The	same	
password	used	 to	access	 the	member	 roster	 is	used	 to	access	 the	
Newsletters.	Thank	you	Dan	Perla	for	scanning	these	and	posting	on	
the	website.	
	
	

The	December	1992	issue	of	the	Shade	Tree	
A's	 Newsletter	 included	 an	 "Oh-Fishal"	
Parade	 List.	 Parades	 noted	 were	 Harlem,	
Gibson,	Hephzibah	and	Thomson.	The	Club	
President,	 Gary	 Stroebel,	 recounted	 the	
accomplishments	for	the	year	in	his	column:	
great	tours,	several	restorations	completed,	
a	 first	 class	 Newsletter	 and	 Club	 growth.	
The	origin	 of	 the	25¢	 fine	 for	not	wearing	
your	name	badge	 at	Club	meetings	 can	be	
found	 in	 the	Newsletter	 too.	A	review	of	a	
very	 informative	 book	 on	 automotive	
restoration	 was	 provided	 by	 Larry	 Komp.	
Be	 forewarned	 though	 that	 the	 book	 is	
specific	 to,	 get	 ready,	 Chevrolet	 pickup	
trucks!	According	to	Larry	though,	this	book	is	"the	best,	most	comprehensive	and	well	rounded	'how	
to'	manual	 I	 have	 ever	 run	 across".	 The	Newsletter	 also	 included	 the	 second	 installment	 of	 a	 new	
column	on	Authenticity	and	Troubleshooting	by	 Jim	McPherson.	An	article	on	"Rattling	Ford	 Jokes"	
provided	 some	 humor	 to	 the	 December	 Newsletter.	 An	 extensive	 Member	 News	 highlighted	 the	
accomplishments	of	many	Shade	Tree	A's	members.	
	
	
	
	

SHADE TREE

A3
OCTOBER L987

VOLUME 1987 - 10

Zt

FROM THE PRESIDENT . . .

By Gory Stroebel

It's hord to believe, but the Shode Tree
A's ore obout to close out onother yeor,
ond this one's been o beouty! We've hod
greot tours, severol superb restorotions
hove been completed, ond we're enjoying
o newsletter thot's first closs in every woy,
We've leorned o lot, loughed o lot, bought,
sold ond swopped o lot, ond boy hove we
EATEN o lot!

You've kept the Club growing, ond
somehow monoged to hold on to thot thot
friendly, helpful, smoll-group quolity every
time we get together. Thot con ' be hord
io do, unless the veteron members ore
open to the kinds of chonges hot hove to
toke ploce os the group gets lorger,
Thonks, guys, for helping it hoppen,

One thing l've olso been impresed with
is how well you, the members, represent
the Club ond the old cor hobby when we
lrovel ond meet new people A little
courtesy ond respect go o long woy these
doys, ond thot's olwoys noticed ond
opprecioted more thon we reolize, Just
one of mony reosons l've olwoys been
proud to be o "Shode Tree A'er",

It's been o pleosure to hove served the
club the lost two unforgettoble yeors os
your Prez. Thonks to the officers, newsletter
stoff, boord members, ond ALL the club
members for suppoiiing my good ideos,
questioning the lousy ones, ond correcting
my blunders before they coused reol
domoge, lcon do no better thon to offer
the some level of support to our leoders in
I 993 ond beyond,

See yo ot the porty... Gory

DECEMBER MEETING

The Chnstmos Party will serve os the
December meeting, Ihe Porty will be held
of the Hephziboh Community Center on
Windsor Spring Rood (where the Country
Foir is held) on Soturdoy the l2th, Come
onytime offer 6:00 for the Sociol Hour with
dinner served by 7:30, This will be o covered
dish offoir. Pleose coll Jim McPherson ot
706-592-4835 ond let him know how mony
to expect ond whot you would like to bring,

"Restoring it is one thing. Oualitying lor lndy is another."
From: Classic Auto Restgrer, ne. I 99? 5

FROM THE BOOK SHELF:
How To Restore Your

Chevrolet Pickup
By Tom Brownell, Motorbooks lnternational
Publishers & Wholesalers, P O Box 2,729 Prospect
Ave., Osceola, W 54020 USA, 1991

to 1O- ponent resto-
ration, front end, tranny, etc.

CIIAPTER 11- Sheet metal restoration.
This has a goori how to weid paich panels
section.

CIIAPTER 12- Priming & painting. Again
good basic training and info on finishes,
practical ways of sanding, masking, and how
to approach painting situations. A good paint
manual.

CHAPTER L3- Wiring, shows some good
tips and general habits to get into.

CIIAPTER L4- 18- Interior painting,
rubber replacement, wood bed replacement,
chrome plating, and how to store a vehicle for
short and long periods. A1l good practical info.

The Appendices lists clubs, part sources,
and services (such as The Horn Shop in Rome,
NY). There is also an Index to save time in
looking for items. Whether you are Ford,
Chevy, Mopar, or StudebakeSAll in all this is
the best basic book or manual that I have
ever seen.

Larry Komp

While wandering trough the Blue Field in
the rain with Richard D. and Ben D. (and
having them laugh at me for buying the
wrong size speedometer cable housing) I
thought the best way to salvage this wet trek
to the Blue Field was to do a little Christmas
shopping while I was there. I ditched Richard
and Ben. I wanted to be carefui. I look to the
left and to the right to make sure the coast
was clear. I then snaked up to a Chewolet
Tluck vendor and bought this book (OK
Terry, open your Christmas present EelgJ.
For me to review a Bowtie (Chevrolet)
'nanual inTh.e Oily Rag, it would have to be
-rarn good, and it is!! This, categoriealiy, is
the best , most comprehensive and weli
rounded "how to" manual I have ever run
across. 9AVo of the info is generic to all old
cars and trucks. The chapters are divided up
in a logical and clever manner. The best way
for me to review this book is to us the Table of
contents as an outiine.

INTRODUCTION-A realistic overview,
all that is involved in a restoration, both time
and money.

CIIAPTER 1- A very interesting history
of back when Chery & General Motors were
somebody and built quality stuff (and made a
profit doing it!).

CIIAPTER 2- Asked the question "To
rebuild or to restore?" and provides some
answers.

CIIAPTER 3- Talks about the proper
tools, shop layout, and parts storage.

CIIAPTER 4- Gives the why's and why-
rot's of sandblasting.

CIIAPTER 5- A very practical manual on
welding and using heat to remove and fix
parts. This could easily be a book in itself.

it made a complete somersaul!. Alighting
squarely on the ground inside-the fence,
withoul spilling an occupant, it went
merrily along through the cornfield. Yes,
a ministerl

AZig-Zag C4rurse
"NIy Ford goes forty-five miles an

hour. "
"Fort1''-five?"
"Sure. Twenty-f-rve straight ahead and

twenty up and dow'n."
Value of a Good Reputation

A farmer Iiving 10 miles out in the
country went to town to buy a Ford. He
w'anted to drive the car home immedi-
alely, and the agent went along to show
him how to handle the car. When the five-
mile post was reached, the car came to a
dead stop. The agent jumped out, looked
over the car, saw that there was plenty of
gasoline and oil, then raised the hood and
exclaimed;

"Well, I'll be blamed if the factory
didn't forget to put a motoi in the car."

"Well, how on earth did it run thiJfar?"

"Oh," the agent replied. "A Ford will go
halfway on its reputation."

Couldn't Hide It
A doctor drove up to the general store

in his new Ford one cold diy in Decem-
ber, jumped out quickly, and threw a
blanket on the hood. A small boy standing
near shouted:- . "No use cbvering it up, Doc: I saw what
it is."
. a Rattle With a Mora]
Two'biotheis, Gebige :and Fred, each

received a legacy of $2,000..With the cash
in their pockets, they hied themselves to
town to inveit in autombbiles. Georo";;;; ;[.;";;" i,t"-"tu.-R;*; ;;t:
ing all of the showrooms, and finaliy buy-
ing the biggest machine that he could get
for his $2,000. Fred, who was a more
thrifty fellow, went direct to the Ford
agency aad bought a Model T.

The next morning the brothers started
home with their cars, George taking the
lead in his big SLx. When about halfway
home, another machine passed George
like a streak and disappeared in a cloud of
dust. Imagine George's chagrin when he
perceived that the car ahead o[ him was
Fred's Ford.

Arriving home, and seeking to "get
back" at his brother, George asked: .

- "S"y, what caused the terrible rattling
noise that I heard as your car passed me
on the road?"

"Oh," Fred replied, "that was the
$1,600 in my pocket."

Fred-"Why did he nzune his Ford after
his wife?"

Jack-"Well, he found thai he couidn't
control it. "

'.
None Of That N"rr. - ' -

An'automobile tire salesman dropped
off the train at'a imall crossroads'tbwn,
and inquired of one oI the natives
w'hether there were any automobiles in
town.-- i'Yap, there's nine of them," was the
prompt reply.*Is there a garage here?" he inquired
further.

"Nope, they're all Fords," was the
answer.

Nothing Is Impossible
lvlr. Smith was tearing the roof off his

barn. His neighbor, Thompson, passing
b1', stopped and asked him what he was
going to do w'ith the old tin.

"That's just what I have been wonder-
ing." Smith replied.

"Send it to the Ford Nlotor Company.
They mighl be able to use il," Thompson
suggested. So Smith acted on the sugges-
tion, crated the tin, and shipped it to
Detroit.

A fe'* days later he received a very
courteous letter from the Ford Nlotor
Company.

"Your car," they w'rote, "is one of the
rvorst wrecks we have ever seen, but we'i1
have it h-xed for you within a week or ten
udY 5.
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TECHNICAL	TOPICS	
		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	

Jim’s Tech Tips
“Infrared (IR) Thermometer Guns”

These little IR thermometer guns are amazing. I use mine to check coolant temperature at the
outlet of the engine, look for cool spots on radiators, check tire sidewall temperatures, and to
see if all of my brake drums are at about the same temperature after a hard brake (to confirm
even braking action at each wheel).

If you are going to get a reliable, consistent, and reproducible reading with these guns, you need
to understand a bit about how they work.  When you aim the gun at something and press the
button to read the temperature, the gun reports to you the average temperature of everything
within its “Field of View”.

If you want to read the temperature with a spot circle diameter of ½“ (a very handy size), you
must hold the gun 6” from the object.  I have seen some guys hold the gun several feet from a
radiator  hose  and not  understand why the reading  is  so  low;  their  3”  diameter  spot  circle
includes a lot of cool air on either side of the radiator hose.  Get in the habit of holding the gun
up close to the object for the best readings.

Some guns have a laser pointer built in that helps you see where the temperature readings are
being taken.  The laser does not read the temperature, it just helps you see where the reading
is from.  You have to visualize the spot circle size, depending on how far the gun is from the
object.

I hope this helps you get more out of your IR thermometer. If you don’t have one, they are
handy to have around the shop and on the road.

Until next time, Have a Model A Day!
Jim
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TECHNICAL	TOPICS	
		

Jim	McPherson	provided	 the	 following	excerpt	 from	Automotive	 Industries,	 February	2,	1929	which	
shows	the	new	Model	A	Taxicab	and	Town	Car.	
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Member	Advertisements	
Deadline	for	submittal	–	20th	of	the	month	–	Send	submittals	to	newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.org	

	
FOR	SALE	
Model	A	tapered	muffler	for	sale.		Has	been	used	but	in	excellent	shape.		Painted	with	black	heat	paint	
similar	to	Aries	mufflers.			Would	be	great	for	a	driver.		$145.		Contact	Dan	Perla	(706-373-5730)	or	Jim	
McPherson	(706-564-0120).	
	
WANTED	
I	had	someone	in	the	Augusta	area	call	me	today,	looking	to	purchase	a	Model	A	Coupe	with	a	rumble	
seat.	If	any	of	you	have	one	available	for	sale	or	know	of	one	that	is	available	for	sale,	please	get	in	touch	
with	me	and	I	will	give	you	their	phone	number.	This	will	need	to	be	a	good	running/drivable	car,	not	
something	that	will	need	to	be	restored	or	extensive	repairs.	This	person	is	not	currently	a	member	of	a	
Model	A	Club.		
Thanks,			
Don	Turley			

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Paid	Advertisements	
SHADE	TREE	A’S	NEWSLETTER	SPONSORS	

Our	thanks	to	the	following	sponsors!	Their	generosity	supports	this	Newsletter	and	the	
Shade	Tree	A's!	Please	remember	these	folks	when	you	need	a	service	they	offer.	And	

please,	tell	them	you	appreciate	their	support	of	our	Club!	 	
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