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Shade Tree A’s Model A Club  

The	Shade	Tree	A’s	Model	A	Club	is	a	non-profit	organization	dedicated	to	
the	preservation	and	the	restoration	of	the	Model	A	Ford	automobile.	Shade	
Tree	A’s	annual	dues	are	only	$25.	Members	are	urged	to	join	the	Model	A	
Ford	Club	of	America	 (www.mafca.com)	and	the	Model	A	Restorer’s	Club	
(www.model-a-ford.org)	 to	 enjoy	 the	 benefits	 of	 these	 national	
organizations	 including	their	 respective	magazines:	The	Restorer	 (MAFCA)	
and	Model	A	News	 (MARC).	The	Shade	Tree	A’s	club	 is	also	a	member	of	
MAFFI,	the	Model	“A”	Ford	Foundation,	Inc.		
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On	the	Front	Cover	
Mike	 Davis’s	 daughter	 and	 friend	 are	 anxious	 to	 ride	 in	
Stuart	Smith’s	1931	Deluxe	Roadster	 in	the	Saint	Patrick’s	
Day	Parade	in	Augusta,	Georgia.	Photo	by	Stuart	Smith.	
	



Shade Tree A’s Newsletter 
April	2024	 Volume	51	 Number	4 

Page	3	

	

OFF	THE	RUNNING	BOARD	
Craig	McMullin	-	President	

	
We	had	a	great	Technical	Session	at	the	Garage	
on	March	16th.			
	
Kenny	Atkins	has	a	1931	Closed	Cab	Pickup	that	
likes	to	overheat.	 	So,	after	much	examination,	
discussion	 and	 the	 use	 of	 thermography	
technology	 it	was	 determined	 that	 only	 about	
half	of	the	radiator	was	cooling	the	engine.		By	
examining	 the	water	pump	and	 the	amount	of	
grease	 that	 was	 around	 the	 Zerk	 fitting,	 that	
some	 of	 the	 radiator	 tubes	 were	 coated	 with	
grease.		Flushing	the	radiator	was	the	next	task	
and	spots	of	grease	and	other	stuff	 flowed	out	
the	petcock.		Tide	soap	powders	were	added	to	
the	radiator	 for	added	measure	but	 in	the	end	
the	 radiator	 may	 have	 to	 be	 professionally	
flushed	or	rodded	to	complete	the	job.	
	
Next,	 Larry	 Duvall	 discussed	 his	 1931	 Coupe	
that	several	months	ago	was	diagnosed	with	a	
pitted	 exhaust	 valve	 and	 defective	 valve	 seat	
that	had	to	be	replaced.		Many	thanks	to	a	host	
of	 Club	 members	 but	 especially	 Eric	 Shogren	
who	took	the	“bull	by	the	horns”	and	oversaw	
the	entire	replacement.	 	Larry	now	has	one	of	
the	 best	 running	 cars	 in	 the	 club	 and	 is	more	
than	ever	ready	for	our	next	scheduled	tour.	
	
Other	 Technical	 Sessions	 will	 be	 scheduled	
soon.		If	you	have	a	Model	A	technical	question	
or	issue,	talk	to	one	of	the	Board	members	and	
we	will	do	whatever	we	can	to	assist	you.	
	
Ahooga,	

Craig McMullin		-	President	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

MEETING	MINUTES	
March	11,	2024	
Richard’s	Garage 	

Respectfully	submitted:	Frank	Knapp	–	Secretary	
	
The	monthly	meeting	of	The	Shade	Tree	A’s	was	
held	 March	 11,	 2024	 in	 the	 clubhouse	 meeting	
room	 at	 Richard	 Dunevent’s	 garage.	 In	 the	
absence	 of	 our	 President,	 V.P.	 Andrew	 Morse	
called	the	meeting	to	order	promptly	at	7:00	PM	
welcoming	 all	 twenty-eight	 members	 present.	
Andy	 recognized	 his	 wife,	 Mary,	 who	 has	 now	
retired	 and	 hopefully	 will	 be	 attending	 our	
meetings	regularly	in	the	future.	Three	members	
contributed	to	our	Name	Tag	Penalty	Cup.	
																																																																											
Matt	Barrett	offered	our	“Joke	of	the	Month”.		
Misty	Hooker	informed	the	group	she	is	“not	out	
of	the	woods”	with	her	recovery	but	“doing	great”.	
.	
Vice	 President:	 Andrew	 Morse	 announced	 our	
technical	program	will	be	Part	Two	of	“The	Model	
A	Transmission-Parts	Inspection.	
	
Treasurer:	Stuart	Smith	 reported	 there	were	no	
expenditures	 or	 deposits	 for	 the	 month	 of	
February;	therefore	the	checking	account	balance	
remains	unchanged.		
	
A	motion	was	made	and	seconded	to	approve	the	
Treasurer’s	 Report	 and	 the	 February	 Meeting	
Minutes	 as	 published	 in	 The	 Newsletter.	 That	
motion	passed	by	unanimous	vote.	
	
	 	

MONTHLY	MEETING	TIME	&	LOCATION	
Meetings	are	held	on	the	second	Monday	of	each	
month	 at	 Richard	 Dunevent’s	 garage,	 4338	
Owens	Road,	Evans,	Georgia.	Meetings	begin	at	
7:00	PM	and	are	followed	by	refreshments.		
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MEETING	MINUTES	
Continued	

	
National	 Director:	 Steve	 Spencer	 reported	 he	
will	be	submitting	STA	updates	to	both										The	
Restorer	 and	 Model	 A	 News.	 Look	 for	 these	
articles	in	upcoming	issues.	
	
Newsletter	 Editor:	 No	 report	 was	 given	 other	
than	 Robbie’s	 usual	 request	 for	 input	 from	
members	 either	 by	 submitting	 photos	 or	
articles.	
	
Show	 &	 Tell:	 Robbie	 Jones	 passed	 around	 a	
blown	fuse	he	 located	while	 troubleshooting	a	
problem	 which	 occurred	 after	 his	 daughter’s	
wedding.	 Steve	 Spencer	 brought	 along	 a	 rear	
shock	 he	 had	 disassembled	 for	 members	 to	
inspect.	
	
Old	 Business:	 Andrew	 once	 again	 thanked	 all	
who	 participated	 in	 our	 recent	 “Sweetheart	
Valentine	Day	Brunch”	for	their	help	in	making	
the	event	a	huge	success.	
Andrew	also	informed	the	group	volunteers	are	
needed	for	refreshments	at	our	May	meeting.	
.	
New	 Business:	 Due	 to	 the	 cancellation	 of	 our	
March	 9th	 Saturday	 Technical	 Session,	 that	
event	 has	 been	 rescheduled	 for	 the	 following	
Saturday,	 March	 16th.	 Same	 time,	 same	 place.	
Other	 upcoming	 events	 including	 The	 Saint	
Patrick’s	 Day	 parade,	 Palmetto	 A’s	 Annual	
Picnic	 in	 Lexington,	 S.C	 April	 6th,,	 The	 Old	 96	
Swap	Meet	and	The	MARC	National	Meet	to	be	
held	 in	 July	 were	 mentioned	 and	 opened	 for	
discussion.	 A	 new	 event,	 The	 Magnolia	 Ridge	
Antique	Flee	Market,	 to	be	held	Saturday,	May	
18th	was	announced	and	members	were	urged	
to	attend.		
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
Technical	Program:	Dan	Perla	brought	the	group	
another	very	interesting	program	on	“The	Model	
A	Transmission-Parts	Inspection”.	This	excellent	
video	on	the	subject	also	produced	by	George	Bell	
is	 Part	 Two	 of	 the	 series	 and	 Part	 Three,	
Assembling	 the	Transmission,	will	be	presented	
at	 our	 April	 meeting.	 Well	 done,	 Thanks	 again	
Dan!	
	
There	being	no	further	business,	the	meeting	was	
adjourned	 at	 7:40	 PM	 after	 which	 members	
enjoyed	 refreshments	 provided	 by	 Kathy	 and	
Tom	Poole	and	Robbie	Jones.	 	
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CLUB	CALENDAR	

 

Shade	Tree	A's	Events	
April	
8	 Shade	Tree	A’s	Meeting,	7:00	PM,	Richard’s	garage	(Technical	Program:	The	Model	A	

Transmission	–	Assembly	–	presented	by	Dan	Perla)	
20	 Shade	Tree	A’s	Tour	to	the	Old	96	Swap	Meet,	contact	the	Tour	Leader,	Darren	Riley	

May	
4	 Johnson	Peach	Festival	Parade,	breakfast	at	NAPA	
13	 Shade	Tree	A’s	Meeting,	7:00	PM,	Richard’s	garage	(Technical	Program:	The	Model	A	

Front	Spring	-	presented	by	Darren	Riley)	
June	
1	 Queen	City	Model	A	Club	(Charlotte)	visit	to	Augusta	
10	 Shade	Tree	A’s	Meeting,	7:00	PM,	Richard’s	garage	(Technical	Program:	TBA)	

	
	
Every	Wednesday	at	11:00	
Join	the	Shade	Tree	A's	for	lunch	at	Cicis	Pizza	on	Wheeler	Road	

TBA	-	To	Be	Announced	

Other	Events	of	Interest	
April		
4-6	 AACA	Spring	National	Meet	AACA,	Grand	National	Meet,	Charlotte,	NC	
6	 Palmetto	A’s	29th	Annual	Picnic,	10:00	AM	-	3:30	PM,	Lexington,	SC	
19-20	 Old	96	District	Model	A	Ford	Club	Swap	Meet,	Greenwood,	SC,	contact	Warren	Reynolds	

at	864-980-7937,	swreynolds1946@gmail.com	
20	 Mitchell	Springfest	Parade,	Mitchell.	GA	
27	 Kiokee	Kruiser's	Spring	Cruise	In,	9:00	AM	to	2:00	PM	at	the	Old	Store	in	Appling,	GA	

May	
10-11	 Model	A	&	T	Swap	Meet	hosted	by	the	Shenandoah	Valley	Racket	“T”ers,	Luray,	VA,	

contact	Dennis	Fleming	at	540-860-1384,	dennis@fairviewnet.com	
June	
14-15	 Palmetto	A’s	Swap	Meet,	Columbia,	SC,	contact	John	Cockerill	at	803-446-3837,	

johntwilac@yahoo.com	
July	
15-18	 MARC	National	Meet,	Asheville,	NC,	additional	details	provided	later	in	the	Newsletter	

October	
8-11	 AACA	Eastern	Fall	National	Meet,	Hershey,	PA	
23-26	 AACA	Southeastern	Fall	National	Meet,	Huntsville,	AL	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
	

Shade	Tree	A’s	Member	News	
	

•	 Please	continue	to	keep	the	following	Shade	Tree	A's	
members	in	your	thoughts	and	prayers:	

-	 Janet	Neumar	being	treated	for	lung	cancer.	
-	 Misty	Hooker	has	completed	chemotherapy	

treatments	with	no	evidence	of	her	cancer	spreading.	
Prayers	for	her	continued	progress	are	appreciated.	

-	 Abbie	Prince	and	Eric	Shogren	recovering	from	
recent	surgeries.	

•	 Longtime	friend	of	the	Shade	Tree	A’s	Ralph	Raub	of	the	Old	
96	District	Model	A	Club	is	battling	a	serious	illness.	

	
	
	
	
	

Send	items	for	Shade	Tree	A’s	Member	News	to:	
newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.org	

	

 
 
 
	 	

Refreshment	
Schedule	

	
	
	

	

April	
Steve	Spencer,	Paula	Mason,	Richard	
Walker	
May	
Volunteers	needed	
June	
Darren	&	Pat	Riley,	Kenny	Adkins,	Darrell	
&	Syble	Henderson	

	
	

The	first	person	listed	is	the	primary	
coordinator	for	the	month	

April	
Birthdays	

	
4	 Eddy	Barrett	
5	 Mike	Davis	
5	 Glory	Davis	
10	 Theresa	McMullin	
10		 Tom	Poole	
14	 Ann	Dinkins	
16	 Shirley	Teal	
20	 Richard	Lawson	
22	 Annette	Jones	 	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
		

Don	Bray	
1937	-	2024	

	
Long	time	Shade	Tree	A’s	member	Don	Bray	passed	away	March	2,	2024;	Don	had	been	a	member	of	
the	Shade	Tree	A’s	since	2008	and	will	be	missed.		The	following	is	Don’s	obituary	as	published	on	
Legacy.com:		
	

Entered	into	rest	on	Saturday,	March	2,	2024,	Donald	Claude	Bray,	87,	loving	husband	
of	Stephanie	Blumer	Bray.		
	

Mr.	Bray	was	born	to	the	late	John	and	Inez	Bray	in	Statesboro,	GA.	He	graduated	from	
Wadley	High	School	and	earned	his	bachelor's	and	master's	degrees	from	Georgia	State	
University.	He	was	a	member	of	Trinity	on	the	Hill	Methodist	Church	for	48	years.	Mr.	
Bray	 was	 a	 founding	 member	 of	 the	 Trinity	 on	 the	 Hill	 Foundation	 Board	 and	 the	
Nehemiah	 Committee	 for	 the	 sanctuary	 renovation.	 Most	 recently	 he	 was	 actively	
involved	in	the	Adult	Couples	and	Singles	Class	and	the	Caring	Shepherds	Bible	Study.		
	

Mr.	Bray	was	the	CEO	of	University	Healthcare	System,	Inc.	for	9	years.	His	career	began	
in	 public	 accounting.	 In	 1963,	 he	 joined	 the	 administration	 of	 Henrietta	 Egleston	
Hospital	for	Children	in	Atlanta	as	Business	Manager	and	Associate	Administrator.	In	
1976,	he	became	Associate	Administrator	of	University	Hospital	in	Augusta,	Georgia.	In	
1991,	 he	 took	 over	 as	 President	 and	 CEO	 of	 University	 Healthcare	 System	 until	 his	

retirement	in	2000.	Upon	his	retirement,	University	Healthcare	Foundation	created	the	Bray	Endowment	to	serve	the	
needs	of	the	medically	under-	served.		
	

During	his	career,	he	received	a	life	membership	in	the	American	Hospital	Association,	was	a	Fellow	in	the	American	
College	 of	 Healthcare	 Executives,	 Trustee	 of	 the	 Georgia	 Hospital	 Association,	 a	member	 of	 the	 Hospital	 Financial	
Management	Association,	a	board	member	of	the	Georgia	Hospital	Association	and	a	board	member	of	the	Voluntary	
Hospital	Association	of	America.		
	

Mr.	Bray's	extensive	community	service	included	President	of	the	Augusta	Kiwanis	Club,	a	founding	board	member	of	
the	Ronald	McDonald	House	of	Augusta,	President	of	the	Augusta	chapter	of	the	American	Cancer	Society,	Chairman	of	
the	Board	of	the	Georgia	Division	of	the	American	Cancer	Society	and	a	board	member	of	the	Augusta	Chapter	of	the	
American	Red	Cross.	Mr.	Bray	was	on	the	founding	board	of	Brandon	Wilde	Retirement	Community,	board	member	of	
Walton	Rehabilitation	Hospital,	Chairman	of	 the	Augusta	Chapter	of	 Juvenile	Diabetes	Research	Foundation	and	the	
Advisory	board	of	Wachovia	Bank.		
	

Following	the	death	of	his	son	Larry	in	2007,	Mr.	Bray	and	his	family	started	the	Larry	Bray	Memorial	Foundation	in	his	
memory	and	successfully	raised	funds	for	JDRF	and	University	Hospital	Diabetes	Services	with	the	annual	Larry	Bray	
Memorial	Golf	tournament.		
	

Mr.	Bray	was	devoted	 to	 family	 and	affectionately	known	by	his	 grandchildren	as	Ddah	 (Deeds).	He	 enjoyed	many	
activities	including	the	lake,	beach,	golf	at	Westlake	Country	Club	and	cheering	on	his	beloved	Bulldogs.		
	

He	is	preceded	in	death	by	his	parents,	first	wife	of	50	years	Tommie	Scott	Bray	and	son	Larry	Douglas	Bray.	Survivors	
include	sons:	Christopher	D.	Bray	(Kelli),	 Joel	S.	Bray	(Terri),	and	Marshall	T.	Bray	(Shannon);	Stephanie's	children:	
Becky	Jones	(Walter),	Beth	Hardy	(Kerry),	Joe	Blumer	(Suzanne)	and	John	Blumer	(Valerie);	brother:	J.	Roy	Bray,	Jr.;	
nephew:	 John	C.	Bray	 (Stephanie)	 and	daughter	Emily;	 brother-in-law:	Aubrey	E.	 Scott,	 Jr.;	 grandchildren:	C.J.	Bray	
(Haley),	 Maggie	 Reindollar	 (Dalton),	 Scott	 Bray,	 Jack	 Bray	 (Alaina),	 Andrew	 Bray,	 and	 Tori	 Bray;	 great	 grandson:	
Bennett	Bray;	Stephanie's	grandchildren:	Katy	Ride	(Taylor),	Sam	Jones	(Shelby),	Zach	Thompson,	Tyler	Thompson,	
Knox	Hardy,	Amelia	Blumer,	Jack	Blumer,	Caroline	Blumer,	and	Annalise	Blumer.		
	

Memorial	contributions	may	be	made	to	Trinity	on	the	Hill,	1330	Monte	Sano	Ave,	Augusta,	GA	30904.		 	



Shade Tree A’s Newsletter 
April	2024	 Volume	51	 Number	4	
	
 

Page	8	

ANNOUNCEMENTS	
		

Shade	Tree	A’s	Tour	to	Stuckey’s	in	Wrens,	GA	
	
The	tour	to	Stuckey’s	is	on	AGAIN!!		Friday,	May	10th,	we	will	leave	Augusta	in	the	morning	and	tour	to	
Wrens,	GA,	home	to	the	Stuckey’s	Pecan	and	Candy	factory	and	operation	center.		More	details	about	
the	tour	will	follow	later.	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
		

Model	A	Youth	Restoration	Award	
Attention	Model	A’rs	

	
Time	 Is	 Getting	 Short.	 Restoring	 a	 Model	 A	 or	
thinking	about	it?		
	

May	31,	2024,	is	the	final	date	to	apply	for	financial	
assistance	 from	 the	 Model	 A	 Youth	 Restoration	
Award	program	(MAYRA).	If	you	are	between	12	and	
22	and	restoring	your	Model	A	or	about	to	begin	and	
would	 like	 financial	 assistance	 in	 acquiring	 parts,	
MAYRA	can	help.	MAYRA	has	made	over	100	awards	
to	youth	over	the	past	30	years.	Awards,	in	the	form	
of	 gift	 certificates	 from	 various	 Model	 A	 parts	
vendors,	are	made	every	two	years,	and	in	2022,	each	
recipient	 received	$3,000	 in	 certificates.	Recipients	
will	be	announced	at	the	MARC	and	MAFCA	National	
Conventions	 this	 summer.	 The	 application	 and	
eligibility	 information	 are	 on	 the	 website	
http://MAYRA.biz.		
	

If	you	are	no	longer	eligible	to	apply	for	an	award	but	feel	strongly	that	bringing	youth	into	the	hobby	
is	essential	for	its	future,	please	tell	any	you	think	should	consider	restoring	a	Model	A	or	are	currently	
restoring	one	about	our	program	and	direct	them	to	our	website.	MAYRA's	mission	is	to	promote	and	
expose	the	Model	A	to	our	youth,	securing	the	longevity	of	our	hobby	and	the	associated	businesses	
that	support	it	for	decades	to	come.	Youth	are	the	lifeblood	of	our	hobby’s	future.	MAYRA’s	program	
helps	to	develop	our	hobby’s	future	members	and	leaders.	Your	help	in	directing	youth	to	the	program	
is	really	appreciated.		
	

The	Model	A	Ford	
Motor	Sport,	April	1962	

	

Motor	Sport	magazine	in	their	April	1962	issue	stated	that	many	
now	believe	the	Model	A	was	the	finest	Ford	ever	produced.	That’s	
probably	 still	 a	 true	 statement	 today!	 The	 article	 describes	 the	
improvements	 over	 the	 Model	 T	 and	 the	 interest	 in	 restoring	
Model	A’s	to	original	condition.	The	article	states	that	the	Model	A	
[Ford]	Club	of	America	(then	only	six	years	old)	had	approximately	
3,000	members.	
	

The	full	article	can	be	viewed	at	the	following	web	address:	
	

https://www.motorsportmagazine.com/archive/article/april-1962/35/the-model-a-ford-2/	 	

From: The Model A Ford Club of America flyingquail@mafca.com
Subject: Editors Chapter Updates

Date: March 15, 2024 at 6:01 PM
To: robandleta@mac.com

March 2024
 
 

Editors Chapter News
 

March 2024

Bob Moore from the Model A Youth Restoration
Award group asked me to pass this along to our
newsletter editors. Please consider adding this in
your next newsletter. Remember if you have
passed on the editor's job to another please ask
them to sign up for this newsletter. Join Today

 

Model A Youth
Restoration Award

Attention Model A’rs

Time Is Getting Short
Restoring a Model A or thinking about it? May
31, 2024, is the final date to apply for financial
assistance from the Model A Youth Restoration
Award program (MAYRA). If you are betweenAPRIL,1962 249 MOTORSPORT
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fordevelopment.Agoodmanyspeedspecialistsdevelopedover-
headvalvesystems.suchasCragarandKiev.Athoroughly

19.0-9
crediole6.000r.o01. Inrecentvears

withblowersandothermodificationsoutputsnavegonestill
furthor In1901atbonneville,ab-engined specialexceeded
10017D3

Itisprobablyjustaswellthatnomorethan400.0.0.,waspuled

tromtheengineinstocktor1rwsdennitely
Mainbearingdiameterwasonlv12in.with

rodbigendsbutIs1n.HenryFordlikedalimbercrankshaft

whichwouldfollowblockdStoTLIOnS. Hecertainlysucceeded,for
thecrankisverylimberathighspeedsandhasastrongtendenev

towhipoutthebabbitofthecentremainbearing Oncethe

oaringclearancearmewent. mainopensup,
DEComessofeviolethatbreakasegenerallyoccurs.

shattusuals

thingwouldbegintoappearatspeedsaround0sm.p.n.
TReBblockir11022includedlargerbearingsand

counterweightsontheshaft,whichhelpedconsiderably
Thelubricationsystemincludedasmallpumpwhichliftedthe

valve

smallholestothemainbearings.

Splash.Sustainedhighspeedrunningornui-cumbingirequenuv
allowedthe andhave

drawnupafterafoodrunwithloudknocksattherods. Ataxu

secondsidlinggenerallybroughtthingsbacktonormalbutsus-

pressures wouldusualbring damage.AIl

morea.D.beginwithapressureoilsvstemtoallcrankDearings,

therulingoftheshattforpressurebeingnoiundulyduncult
eninan0alichtroadsterbodcouldshow oodturn

2.7axlerauowasusedin1028-20,non

4.50X21tvres, Lopspeedwhennewapprocm.p.
dsterwillstilldoanoccasionalburstto65,though

theenginehasnowbeenboredoutforusfourthand

41n.,wichadasaonorurge.
177.0.78 The1020-31model-Apenerallyrana4.11axleratio

alongwith19-in.wheelsandisaslowercar,theenginehavingto

worktoohardtobringupagoodtopspee.
chassisrepresentstvpicalvintagepractice. Theene

membershaveamarimum Of411. ana.were

TheIramenadnodiagonalbracinganditflexed
sufficientlvtorfordtoreduceenginemountstromfourtothree
mate109X unhe.cormsweretypicalFordtransverseandwere
boudallleshock-absorbershelpedtofurthertightenthecar

dONe Corneringisgooddespiteahighrolcentre.Lowpolar
inertiaresultinofromanenginewellback onthe DRakes

earresponsiveanditstcersrelativelyneutrally. Ifthefrontspring

sagsthecastorangleincreases;causingachangeinnanchne
overscer

Themodel-Asteeringgaveameasureofcontrolunequalled

sinceinAmericanproduction.

0610 Thedismaldeclineoffordhandingmavbeseen
nthesteadyincreaseofthisratio. In1930ILwenrto13to1,in

1934toIStoI,andIn1930to17to1.Sin1026Fordadvertised

Sonowallbutuncorrectablein
Thismavhavebeentruebutthecarwas

anyemergency stuaron.

earlymodel-Asareaachgntto
andfeeuknowntoAmericansuntilthelargescaleintroduction
oftheM.Gr.atterthewar.
shetransmissionofthemode-isextraordinarilvrobust.

Half-shaftfallureisalmostunknown. Ineditterentialdesignof

1927Desistedwithoutmaiorchangethrough theV8

104X IrwasalsousedintheLincolnZephvrandContinental

Buthattimeitwascastlvhandlingthreeumesitsoriginal

Calitorniadragstersstilluse and

runseveralhundredhorsepowerthroughtheminbriefspurtswith
Illeflects. Thestraddle-mountedpinionswerea0solutelv

rahanie allovsteelforconventiona

spurgearswithratiostypicalofEdwardianpractice.Secondrear
was54%andlowgear32%ofhigh.Ihesegears,sharpenedover
theyears.produceacharacteristicmodel-AtransmIssjonnIs

Mlherenavebeencaseswherethebottomof

amodel-Atransmissioncaseopenedupmrougnusage,alow•

IDstheoI
Iknowofonemodel-A

whichwasruntorfouryearswithanabsolutelydrytransmission

Thebrakeswereasensationalimprovementovermodel-T
anvthingwouldhaveocenBrakeeffortwasdistributed10%

HASTESIMODELAFORDwasthus1920roadster,Ofwhicha

203,800goereouTI.

frontwheelsand60%torears.Theyweresatisfactorywhenkept

Thebodiesofthe

ofEdselFord,Henry'sson.The
resemblanceto Lincoln

andtodaytheclosedbodiesshowlittledeterioration

withdoorsclosingverysmoothlyontriplehingesandarugged
doorsedan2,375ID.

1020thebodieswerechangedandthemodel-a

spiderylook. Chevroletcompetitionincreased
includingatwo-doorsports

phacton. anoddconvertiblesedanwithfixedwindows,anda

cuteclose-coupledVictoria.ortwo.-door

11932,themodel-bappearedwithasynchromeshsecondpear
andnewenginemountines Itwasamuch-improvedcarand
quitesmoothbutthemodel-B

Sincethepriceofthe"four wasonlyS10.00belowthe
modeltormodel,themodel-soldonyintheabsence

118 V8 Lassenger-car production ofthe model-Bcontinued

1022foronlyabout0.000units.outofaquartermilton.

Truckproductionofthemodel-banallyendedin1934.
Themodel-AwasthefinalstatementofsimplicitvovHenrv

ford. Non-adrustablevalve:.acarburetterassembledwithone

largebolt,afoolproofignitionsystem,andagravitytuelflowall
comances00L00H60 excentionallyreliablecar. Ofthefive

millionproduced,perhaps10%maystillbeontheroadand
veryrecentumesILremainedthelastamericancarproducedwith

evetodurabilitv.simplicityandeconomv.

TheModel-A ofAmerica,formed1nI950, now198

3,000 restoringandpreserv-
splendidcross-sectionofthesefineoldcars.Model-Ascan

sullbepurchasedforlessm2110000inrunningcondition

neighbourhoodof$2.000.00.itwouldappearthatoncea

isabletosurviveItsfirst30years,ItSchancesfor

immeasurablyimproved

Source:	Motor	Sport,	April	1962	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
	

	

Join	Us	on	a	Tour	to	Asheville,	NC	and	the		
Model	A	Restorer’s	Club	2024	National	Meet	

	
The	Shade	Tree	A’s	are	planning	a	tour	to	Asheville,	NC	to	attend	the	MARC	National	Meet	July	15-18.	
Will	you	join	us?	This	is	your	opportunity	to	attend	and	participate	in	a	national	Model	A	event.	I	would	
expect	300	or	more	Model	A’s	 to	be	there,	plus	a	variety	of	seminars,	a	swap	meet,	and	era	 fashion	
events	 (meet	 schedule	not	yet	available).	There	will	be	a	Welcome	Party,	 an	Era	Fashion	Show/Ice	
Cream	Social,	a	Grand	Tour	on	Thursday,	and	an	Awards	Banquet.	You	can	choose	which	events	you	
want	to	participate	in.	If	you	cannot	attend	the	entire	event,	I	would	encourage	you	to	look	at	the	meet	
schedule	and	attend	one	or	more	days	having	events	that	interest	you.	Asheville	is	about	170	miles,	and	
we	can	drive	Highway	25	all	the	way.	We	have	toured	to	Asheville	and	the	surrounding	area	many	times	
in	the	past.	Some	will	drive	their	Model	A,	some	will	trailer	their	Model	A	(special	trailer	parking	will	
be	available),	and	some	will	drive	their	modern	car.	Robbie	has	posted	the	hotel	 information	 in	the	
Newsletter.	The	host	hotel	was	full	in	three	days.	A	number	of	Shade	Tree	A’s	members	have	already	
indicated	they	will	attend.	Will	you	join	us?	
	
Lodging	at	the	National	Meet:	
Many	Shade	Tree	A’s	members	are	staying	at	the	Holiday	Inn	Express,	Asheville	SW,	Outlet	Center,	12	
Rocky	Ridge	Road.	The	local	phone	number	is	828-665-6519.	Use	the	code	“The	Nashville	A’s”	to	get	
the	meet	rate.	The	phone	number	listed	in	the	Meet	Announcement	is	for	the	National	Reservation	Line.	
	
Additional	 information	 is	 provided	 on	 the	 following	 pages.	 Registration	 forms	 are	 included	 in	 the	
January/February	2024	issue	of	the	Model	A	News	magazine.	
	
	 	

Source:	National	Park	Service	(nps.gov)	
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ANNOUNCEMENTS	
	

 

18th Annual 
All Model A Parts Swap Meet 
Old 96 District Model A Club 

314 Old Mount Moriah Road • Greenwood, SC 29646 

(On Rt. 221 Between 25 and Rt. 225) 

April 19-20, 2024 

Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Saturday 8:00 AM - UNTIL 

 

MODEL A DISPLAY AREA 

Admission  

Car Corral 

Vendor Space 

$2.00 per adult 

$10 for both days  

$25.00 perregistration 

$30.00 at the gate 

Lunch will be available 

Door Prizes & 50 / 50 drawing daily 

Email:swreynolds1946@gmail.com 

Info: Warren Reynolds (864) 980-7937 or Jim Cothran (864) 981-2296 13
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You are Invited to 

The Palmetto A’s Model A Club 

29th Annual Picnic 

St James Lutheran Church 

1358 South Lake Drive in Lexington 

Saturday, April 6, 2024 

10:00 - 3:30 (lunch at noon) 
**Bring a picnic + some to share and drinks for your family** 

Covered picnic shelter with tables for a relaxed lunch 
Car games with prizes, bring your chairs! 

50/50 
Raffle Prizes 

Silent Auction 
For more information email John Cockerill at  johntwilac@yahoo.com or                                                          

Cheryl Austin at daustin002@sc.rr.com 
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Model	A	Ford	Foundation	Inc.	
MAFFI	Minute,	March	2024	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Through	the	generosity	of	Donna	Lewis,	former	MAFCA	President	and	
MAFFI	Trustee,	"Betsy",	a	1930	Ford	Model	A	has	been	donated	to	help	
raise	 funds	 for	 the	expansion	of	 the	beloved	Model	A	Ford	Museum.	
The	car	remains	in	the	same	condition	as	restored	by	Red	Grow	in	the	
1950's.	 Enjoy	 driving	 "Betsy",	 your	 newest	 Model	 A,	 to	 your	 next	
cruise-in	or	car	show.	This	is	a	truly	historical	vehicle,	once	owned	by	
a	MAFFI	Hall	of	Fame	inductee.	

	
"Betsy",	became	famous	as	the	best	Model	A	in	the	world.	The	Ford	Model	A	has	gathered	32	top	place	trophies	
in	the	34	shows	which	the	car	was	entered.	That	includes	two	national	shows	in	1957	and	1962.	Overall,	the	car	
won	39	trophies.	It	is	said	that	Red	Grow's	car,	"Betsy",	was	an	inspiration	at	the	time.	It	drove	many	people	to	
do	their	best	in	restoring	their	own	car.	This	urge	to	do	the	best	restoration	possible,	developed	the	need	for	
more	information	about	how	to	a	better	job.	As	a	result,	the	Judging	Standards	evolved.	We	can	thank	Red	Grow	
and	the	MAFCA	founders	for	their	vision.	
	
In	1967,	Red	sold	"Betsy"	to	a	Ford	car	dealer	
named	Dave	Grubbs	for	$5,000,	an	unheard-
of	 price	 in	 those	 days.	 As	 a	 result,	 Dave	
Grubb	placed	the	car	in	a	glass	cage	centered	
in	 his	 dealer	 showroom.	 	 Now,	 you	 have	 a	
chance	 to	 own	 “Betsy”	 by	 entering	 a	
Sweepstakes	through	our	website,			

https://www.maffi.org/index.htm	,	
	

or	scan	the	QR	code	and	receive	20%	more	
tickets	 for	 your	 Donation,	 available	 at	
checkout!"	
	
Happy	Motoring,	
Cindy	Ellenbecker,	Secretary	
Model	A	Ford	Foundation	Inc.	Trustee		 	
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RECENT	EVENTS	
	

	

Saint	Patrick’s	Day	Parade	
Photos	this	page	by	Matt	Barrett	and	next	page	by	Stuart	Smith	
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RECENT	EVENTS	
	Saint	Patrick’s	Day	Parade	

Continued	
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Shade	Tree	A’s	March	Technical	Session	
Photos	by	Robbie	Jones	
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MODEL	A	ERA	FASHION	AND	STYLE	
	

The	following	article	originally	appeared	on	the	MAFCA	website	in	January	2014	
	
	 	

From%Rags%to%Winner% www.mafca.com% March%2014%

From%Rags%to%a%Winner%
By#Sharon#Johnson,#MAFCA#Era#Fashions#Committee%

When%I%started% into%the%Fashion%area%of% the%Model%A%Club% I%had%no% idea%what% I%was%doing.%This%was%back% in%
1972.%%%

There%was%a% lady%that%came%to%all% the%swap%meets%and%we%became%friends.% %She%asked%me% if% I%would% like% to%
come%to%her%house%in%Long%Beach%and%see%some%of%the%items%she%had%for%sale.%Of%course,%I%said%yes%right%away.%%
A%few%weeks%later,%I%pulled%up%to%her%little%house%and%rang%the%doorbell.%%She%opened%the%door%and%I%could%see%
behind%her%that%there%were%boxes%upon%boxes%of%“stuff”%as%she%called%it.%%I%looked%and%looked%and%just%couldn’t%
find%the%right%thing.%%%

I%was%walking%by%a%laundry%basket%and%asked%her%if%I%could%look%it%in.%%She%said,”Sure%but%you%won’t%find%anything%
in%there.”%%I%pulled%out%the%most%exquisite%dress%I%had%ever%seen.%It%was%cream%lace%with%accents%of%pale%green.%I%
asked%her%how%much%and%she%said,%“Oh%I%don’t%know,%how%about%$5.00?”%%As%luck%would%have%it,%I%found%silver%
and%pale%green%shoes,%pale%green%crocheted%gloves,%cream%silk%stockings,%a%pale%green%cloche%hat,%a%silver%fox%
fur%and%green%glass%necklace.%%I%think%the%whole%outfit%cost%around%$75.%

I%won%First%Place%and%Best%of%Show%with%the%outfit.%%It%just%
goes%to%prove%that%you%should%look%through%everything%if%
you%ever%get%the%chance,%because%you’ll%never%know%what%
you%may%find.%

#%#%#%#%#%#%#%
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THE	SHADE	TREE	A’S	–	THIRTY	YEARS	AGO		
	

	
The	1985-2005	Shade	Tree	A’s	Newsletters	are	now	available	on	the	
Shade	Tree	A’s	website.		They	can	be	accessed	via	the	same	“button"	
as	the	other	Newsletters,	but	they	are	password	protected.	The	same	
password	used	 to	access	 the	member	 roster	 is	used	 to	access	 the	
Newsletters.	Thank	you	Dan	Perla	for	scanning	these	and	posting	on	
the	website.	
	
	

In	the	April	1994	issue	of	the	Shade	Tree	A's	Newsletter,	the	President’s	Column	reported	the	tour	to	
Richmond	Hill	was	 a	 terrific	 trip.	 Elsewhere	 the	 tour	was	 described	 as	 “perfect”.	 Details	 about	 the	
upcoming	tour	to	Magnolia	Springs	State	Park	were	also	provided	in	the	President’s	Column.	An	article	
later	in	the	Newsletter	provided	additional	details	and	photos	of	the	Richmond	Hill	tour.	
	
	
	

	 	

SHADE TREE

A3
OCTOBER L987

VOLUME 1987 - 10

3
UATJI}I\ I..,JI\I( TJ.t'' .EjV .tjH'I'Ti

APRIL
7- I O Chariotte Auto Fair, Speedway
1 1 Shade Tree A's meeting
23 Georgia Dreamers Show, Fair grounds.

Augusta
23 Magnolia Springs Tour
23-24 Atlanta 94 Swap Meet,

Lawrenceyille. Gwinnett Countv
Fairgrounds

28- I Pate, TX swap meet

MAY

7 Saturday Breakfast and Fuel Economv
Run

9 Shade Tree A's meeting
13- 15 Charleston, SC Tour
13 Blythe, Ga Parade
20-21 AACA National Meet, Shelby.ville, TN
28 VA Uptown Car Display

JUNE
10-12 Atlanta Autofair, Speedway
l1 Saturday Breakfast and Redclitfe

Plantation Tour
13 Shade Tree A's meeting
1B Ridge Peach Festivai Parade
? Hamburg (Sparta), GA OId Fashion Days

Tour

JULY
1-4 Maggie Valley, NC swap meet
I Saturday Breakfast and Poker Run
I I Shade Tree A's meeting
19 Dinner
lB-22 MARC/MAFCA National Meet.
Tacoma. WA

AUGUST
6 Saturday Breakfast and Ladies Tour
B Annual Dinner Meeting
19-20 AACA Grand National Meet.. Greenville. SC
27 Great Steak Cookout

SEPTEMBER

B-10 AACA National Meet, New Bern. NC
iO Saturday Breakfast and Road Ral1v
12 Shade Tree A's meeting
? Historic Augusta Antique Shor.v
t 5- l8 Charlotte Autofair
24 Hephzlbah Country Fair and Parade

OCTOBER

5-B AACA National Meet, Hershey, PA
B Saturday Breakfast
1O Shade Tree A's meeting
29-30 Baldwin, GA Wine Tour

NOVEMBER

l2 Saturday Breakfast and Blackville, SC
Tour

14 Shade Tree A's meeting

DECEMBER
ffitNflBY'H sEz,..

rHE GN AND &{D/ATOR CAPS ON
YOUR MODEL "^' 

MAY LOAK THE
SAME-_BUT DON'T BE FOOLED.
TOOK FOR THE VT{T HOIE IN THT
CAq l.AP

-
L

gun carrier ), rvhile wife Jeanne returned
home in her modern car. And trd and
Susan Meioan in their 1929 Tor,vn Sedan
discovered that a ciosed car can be ccol in
the summer heat ( so expect that 1929
Phaeton to go ) and plans were made to
complete the restoration on tire Town
Sedan.

We now have THREE teens rvho drive
Model A Ford's. Michael Trapp cirove his
father's 1928 Speciai Cotrpe on part of the
tour. It was especiallv good to see Bill
Adams Sr. at the farm rvith club vlce-
president son Bill Jr. Also seen at lhe farm
inspecting the machinerv was member Tom
Hitt. And our tlrst 1ad1, to drive a Nlodel A
on a club event falled to drive their v193O
Tudor on the tour. SHAME ON YOU Sheila
McPherson. And rvhat dedication our
members have. Steve and Donna Brannan
got up eariv Saturday morning and rvere at
Richmond Hill for breakfast with the group
on Saturday ( thev had had relatives
visiting ).

This tour got clubr members reall-v excited
about tours as evidenced by the earlier
departure for the Charleston, SC tour in
Ma5r. If you are hesitant to take your A.
bring it on the Magnolia Springs tour for a
shake dorrm and sign up for the Charleston
tour. It's a totrr vou wiil not rvant to miss.

Billy Jones and Frankie
for the train.

Dunevent wait

Shade Tree A'ers $o to
for spark plugs.

oi. I

--

IT *{X1\IED AT RICHMGND
HILL......

That is it rainei sttnshine. requirine manli
ciub members io run ior the shade and
hats. Tour members gathered at the home
of Jim and Si'ierla McPherson befcre hitting
the road for Richmond Hill under the
super..rision of fuiaster Totir Director Monroe
Wade. Leaving promptiv at i o'ciock we
tourei the backroads io Waynesboro then
Higl-rrvay 25 to Liiilen ibr'rhe first stop at
Hardee's. Everyone maCe this first 6O rniies
rvithout lnclcience. 'out dr.tring the second
leg of the tour Bob anci Bi1ly Jones made a
sudden stop in iheir 1931 Coupe causing
two mernbers to s\ver'/e as Bob headed to
the woods isee pictr-tre}. The loilowers soon
caught up -with 'rhe rest of the group and
rve arrive.l in Rlci-rmond Hill rviti'roui further
deia-rrs or interruptions. it was quite a feat
that we made the entire trlp with no stops
for repairs or acijtlstments.

Once in Richmond Hill rve quickiy checked
into the Holiciay Inn r.vhere we were met by
members Clenn and Verna Boswell and
engine btrilder Blliy Gariand driving his
1931 Roadster. After settling in we left at
7:0O for Love's Seafood where Monroe and
Betty Wade. driving their 193O Tudor
Sedan. had stoppeC earlier and made
reservations for tts to eat overlooking the
river. Bov rvas that a big meal but our
members \,vere Llp to tire task. Everyone
agreed that Love's has some of the best
seafood arottnd.

Following the retttrn to the motel we met in
a hospitalitv room for coffee and
conversation before retiring eariy for the big
Saturdav tottr to the Old South Farm Days.
That is everybody EXCEPT John McDaniel
who was up ALL NIGHT, getting in just in
time to go to sleep and miss breakfast and
the tour. He finallv shorved up at the farm
where everyone \t,as in awe at the old steam

Shade Tree A's lined uP ior the
Richmond Hill Tour at the home of Jim
and Sheila McPherson'

-qn#rSr-

Shade Tree A'ers get last minute

I *+="iioo" rrom rour Director Monroe F,

Hardee's parking lot talk at the Millen
stop.

,r j_

: -uil:l;
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TECHNICAL	TOPICS	
		

Radiator	Flushing	and	Leaks	
By	Robbie	Jones	

Photos	from	respective	company	websites:	rmi-25.com	and	gobdp.com	
	
At	 the	 March	 Shade	 Tree	 A’s	 technical	 session,	 Kenny	 Atkins’	 1931	 Closed	 Cab	 Pickup	 truck	 was	
determined	to	have	a	partially	clogged	radiator.	After	numerous	failed	attempts	to	flush	the	radiator,	
the	remedy	was	determined	to	be	removal	of	the	radiator	for	a	professional	cleaning.	This	is	ultimately	
what	Kenny	will	probably	have	to	do	since	his	radiator	is	likely	stopped	up	by	grease	from	overzealous	
greasing	of	the	water	pump	by	the	previous	owner.	
	

In	the	meantime,	I	talked	with	Paul	Ianario,	Ernie	Dinkins’	brother-in-
law,	and	asked	him	if	there	were	any	old-school	radiator	shops	in	the	
Greenville/Spartanburg	area.	He	said	there	are	none	that	do	the	caustic	
cleaning	and	repair	anymore.	He	said	they	all	use	ultrasonic	cleaning	
now	which	can	cause	problems	with	the	old	brass	and	solder	joints.		
	

Paul	 recommended	 a	 product	 called	 RMI-25	 to	
flush	 the	 radiator	 and	 engine	 block.	 He	 said	 the	
water	 temperature	 in	 his	 Hudson	 Mile-A-Minute	
was	drastically	reduced	after	using	it.		
	
Paul	 did	 say	 the	 RMI-25	 may	 cause	 some	 leaks	
since	it	cleans	so	good.	In	that	case	he	has	had	good	
success	 with	 a	 product	 called	 Blue	 Devil	 Coolant	
Stop	 Leak.	 He	 said	 the	 engine	 in	 his	 Anderson	 is	
made	 from	 cast	 iron	 which	 is	 apparently	 very	
porous;	so	much	so	that	it	would	weep	water	to	the	
outside	 of	 the	 engine	 block.	 After	
using	 the	 Blue	 Devil	 product,	 the	
engine	 remains	 dry	on	the	outside.	
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Member	Advertisements	
Deadline	for	submittal	–	20th	of	the	month	–	Send	submittals	to	newsletter@ShadeTreeAs.org	

	
FOR	SALE:		
Original	Model	‘A’	flywheel	housing,	no	cracks,	bead-blasted,	painted	and	ready	to	install.	$135.	
Pick	it	up	at	my	home	in	Evans,	GA.	Bring	cash.	Don	Turley	706-589-0738	
	
Lindsay	Durrant’s	father	(the	Lady	that	painted	Darren	Riley’s	license	plate),	lives	in	Colorado	and	was	
out	visiting	recently	and	stopped	by	to	see	Darren’s	cars.	He	recently	bought	a	sizeable	collection	of	parts	
from	the	estate	of	a	Model	A	hobbyist,	to	keep	the	parts	from	being	scrapped,	and	now	has	a	building	
or	two	full	of	used	parts	that	he	is	willing	to	sell.	His	contact	info	is	below:	
Gary	Johnson,	Phone:	303-618-4783,	call	or	text	to	see	if	he	has	any	parts	you	may	be	looking	for.		
			
	

Paid	Advertisements	
SHADE	TREE	A’S	NEWSLETTER	SPONSORS	

Our	 thanks	 to	 the	 following	 sponsors!	 Their	 generosity	
supports	this	Newsletter	and	the	Shade	Tree	A's!	Please	
remember	these	folks	when	you	need	a	service	they	offer.	
And	please,	tell	them	you	appreciate	their	support	of	our	
club!	 	
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