
"You meet the nicest 
people driving  

Model A’s" 

Developed by the Shade Tree A’s and the Shade Tree A’s 
Safety Team: Eric Shogren, Chairman, John McDaniel, 
Tour Director, Abbie Prince, Wayne Ready and Gary 
Ware.   
Learn more about the Shade Tree A’s at our web site:  
www.shadetreeas.org 

kit of reflective triangles and road flares 
should be placed in the last car of each 
group. 

w   When on the shoulder, if you’re not 
working on the car with trouble, stay in 
your vehicle or gather on the shoulder 
away from the cars. 

w  Do not stand in the highway or between 
a car and the highway.   

w   Do not stand between two cars. 
Often times the hazard of a road side stop 
is not getting hit by a passing vehicle, but 
having a passing vehicle hit a parked car 
and knocking that car into bystanders who 
are too close to the road.   

w   If, after 20 to 30 minutes, the main body 
of the group has not seen the break down 
group, send someone back to see if they 
need assistance, parts etc. 

w   If you get caught at a stop light, notify the 
group ahead of you.  If you notice 
someone behind you gets caught at a light, 
notify the leader.  The leader should slow 
the advance of the lead group until those 
caught at the light are back in sight. 

w   If the group gets separated and a turn is to 
be made, have one member stay at the 
corner until the stragglers catch up. 
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Disclaimer 

This document was prepared by the Shade Tree 
A’s of Augusta, Georgia  
Release to and Use by Third Parties.  As it 
pertains to releases of this document to third 
parties, and the use of or reference to this 
document by such third parties in whole or in 
part, neither the Shade Tree A’s, nor their 
respective officers, directors, employees, agents, 
consultants or personal services contractors (i) 
make any warranty, expressed or implied, (ii) 
assume any legal liability or responsibility for the 
accuracy, completeness, or usefulness, of any 
information, apparatus, product or process 
disclosed herein or (iii) represent that use of the 
same will not infringe privately owned rights.  
Reference herein to any specific commercial 
product, process, or service by trademark, name, 
manufacture or otherwise, does not necessarily 
constitute or imply endorsement, 
recommendation, or favoring of the same by the 
Shade Tree A’s, or their respective officers, 
directors, employees, agents, consultants or 
personal services contrac tors. 



The purpose of this brochure is to promote the 
safe enjoyment of Model A touring.  These 
guidelines have been developed based on the 
collective experience of the Shade Tree A’s and 
are intended as a tool to get each Model A 
enthusiast thinking about safety.   
 

The key is teamwork!  Remember we are out 
on the road together to enjoy our cars and the 
fellowship of other Model A enthusiasts.  
Besides, what are the chances of any one else on 
the road knowing how to care for a Model A.  
 

Communicate! Communicate! Communicate! 
Whether by CB or flashing headlights every 
driver should  keep in touch with the rest of the 
group.   The group should consider more 
frequent stops if there are cars in your group 
without CBs. 
w  If the tour will  involve 8 or more cars, 

consider breaking into two groups. 
w  Assign a group leader to each group.   

w Put an experienced club member in the back 
of each group. 

w Try to have someone with a functional 

speedometer in the lead. 
w  Stop at least every two hours to minimize 

fatigue.  
w  Do not follow a contemporary car as closely 

as you might follow a Model A.  The 
contemporary car can stop faster than you 
can.   

w  When separated from the group, return to last 
known point on the route and wait there.  
Murphy’s Law ensures that if you’re driving 
around looking for the group, the group will 
find your location...5 minutes after you left. 

w The group should travel only as fast as the 
slowest car.  Put them near the front to help 
keep the entire group at this pace.   

w Try to maintain a 50 to 100 yard gap between 
you and the car in front of you.  This 
improves driver alertness and provides 
sufficient room for large vehicles to get in 
between when passing. 

w  The 4 second rule can be used to maintain  a 
50 to 100 yard gap.  When the vehicle in front 
of you passes an identifiable object (i.e., 
telephone pole, driveway etc.) count off the 
number of seconds that elapse before you 
pass the same point.  When you are traveling 
at 40 mph, a 4 second elapsed time  means 
there is a 78 yard gap between your cars.  At 
50 mph, a 4 second elapsed time means there 
is a 97 yard gap between your cars.   

w When a contemporary vehicle passes you, let 
off the gas a bit.  This allows the passing car 
to pass more quickly and gives you more 
stopping room in case the passing car has 
trouble. 

w Always keep the car behind you in sight.  
Remember what the ‘Prez sez:’ “If you can’t 
see the guy behind you, he’s gone.” 

wAlways try to have CBs in the lead car, the 
car bringing up the rear and a car in the 
middle of the pack. 

wConduct periodic radio checks between 
the leader and the last driver.  If the 
leader & the last driver cannot hear one 
another, someone in the middle can 
relays messages back and forth. 

w   The Leader communicates plan via CB. 

w   The Leader then picks a location where 
the whole group can pull off. 

w   The Leader slows to approximately 20 
mph prior to pulling on to the shoulder.   
Slowing down on the roadway ensures 
everyone knows the group is pulling off 
and can exit the roadway in a controlled 
manner. 

w   Once on the shoulder continue rolling 
forward until everyone is off the road 
before stopping. 

w   Flash those lights if you are experiencing 
trouble or let the group know by CB. 

w   When a car drops out coordinate via CB 
who will stop with the driver.  The rest of 
the group continues to the nearest 
parking lot or safe area to wait. 

w   If possible, do not pull off on a curve or 
just over the top of a rise.  This limits the 
visibility of vehicles approaching from 
the rear. 

w   If available, deploy road flares or hazard 
markers.  A club owned road side hazard 
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